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Members’ ALERT! 

71st Malaysian Nature Society 
Annual General Meeting 
We are pleased to inform you that the 
71st  Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the 
Malaysian Nature Society will be held in 
Negri Sembilan either on Saturday 
22nd September 2018 or Sunday 
23rd September 2018. 

In accordance with our Constitution, this 
year's AGM includes the election of all office 
bearers.  Hence, we would like to encourage 
you to block off these dates as your presence 
and support to the Society will be highly 
appreciated. 

We are still working on the programme and 
relevant activities.  

Please keep a lookout on our website and 
other social media for details. 

Gift Membership 
A special occasion for a special person coming up? If you still have not found that perfect present, 
why not give an MNS membership instead? You will not only be celebrating that special occasion 
with that special person, but you will be contributing towards efforts to conserve our wonderful 
natural heritage. 
 
Visit our Membership page on MNS’ website at https://www.mns.my/join-us. 



Why the ban on the use of Palm Oil 
 What’s the problem with Monoculture crops?  
  Compiled and edited by Wong Ee Lynn (wongeelynn@yahoo.com / gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com) 

 

European lawmakers recently approved a plan to 
meet climate goals, which includes a ban on the use of 
palm oil, including palm oil from Malaysia, in motor 
fuels from 2021.  

This move has a significant negative impact on 
Malaysia’s economy because from the 2 million 
tonnes of palm oil Malaysia exports to Europe, over 
30% is used for biodiesel. 

The reason for this proposed ban is because large 
areas of tropical forests, wildlife habitats and other 
ecosystems with high conservation value have been 
cleared to make room for oil palm plantations.  

One of the reasons why conventional oil palm 
cultivation is so destructive to rainforests, wildlife 
populations and the climate is because it is a 
monoculture crop. Although this is not the only reason 
oil palm is environmentally problematic, there are 
certainly many environmental problems associated 
with monoculture, i.e. the growing of only one type of 
crop in a given area at the same time. 

Oil palm isn’t the only monoculture crop. Modern 
commercial agriculture often seeks to increase yield – 
and so profits – by cultivating a single type of plant. 
The farmer only needs to provide for the needs of a 
single species in order to grow a successful crop, and 
this means increased savings and hence increased  
profits for the farmer. Corn, barley, wheat, soybean 

GREEN LIVING 

and similar crops are mostly cultivated as 
monoculture crops as well.  

Monoculture agriculture may be more efficient 
and inexpensive for farmers, but it has 
significant negative impacts on the 
environment, some of which are identified 
below:  

 Continued on next page    ... 

Eliminates Biological Controls 
In a monoculture system, there is no range of 
insect species in a location to ensure that a single 
population does not get too large and damage too 
many plants. There are no varieties of plant that 
naturally provide nutrients to the soil, such as 
nitrogen-fixing legumes, or ground cover crops 
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Why the ban on the use of palm oil 

that can be slashed and left to improve the 
nutrient content of the topsoil, or a variety of 
plants with different root depths to reduce 
erosion. There are fewer species of 
microorganism and bacteria on the soil as 
there are fewer nutrients available for them 
to survive on.  
More Synthetic Material Use 
A diverse ecosystem provides natural checks-
and-balances to keep the soil and plants 
healthy. A monoculture production has to use 
large quantities of synthetic herbicides, 
insecticides, bactericides and fertilizers to 
replicate some of these ways nature uses to 
protect crops. 

Changing Organism Resistance 
Nature is adaptable, and this means 
organisms are evolving resistance to these 
artificial insecticides and herbicides. Of 
course, the farmers want to continue to 
protect their crops, so new inorganic methods 
are continually being developed to kill pests, 
fungus and weeds. More and more chemicals 
are being applied to monoculture crops and, 
in turn, adversely affecting natural 
ecosystems and human health. 

I’m Not a Farmer, So What Can I Do? 
For starters, you can try: 

Reading your labels and buying fewer or no products 
originating from monoculture crops. This will often 
mean buying organic cocoa and coffee grown in bird-
friendly plantations (these plantations have a diversity 
of trees and plants to provide bird and wildlife 
habitats), buying organic products that are certified 
sustainable, and buying fewer or no processed food 
items such as instant noodles and biscuits, as these 
often contain vegetable oil from crops grown on 
monoculture farms.  

Eating less or no meat so the demand for grain crops 
(mostly corn and soy) for animal feed will decrease and 
the need for monoculture will decrease as well. More 
than 60% of crops, particularly soy and corn, is used to 
feed animals, not people. It would take less land, water 
and soil to grow enough crops for human consumption, 
than to grow crops as animal feed so that the animals 
can in turn be consumed by humans.  

Buying from farms that are known to practice crop 
rotation, or which grow a variety of crops. 

Purchasing locally-grown produce, especially from small 
organic farms, edible gardens, cooperatives and 
indigenous communities, instead of crops from big 
agricultural companies. 

Growing your own vegetables and herbs, which is good 
for your health and finances as well as the 
environment!  

GREEN LIVING 

Environmental issues specific to conventional 
oil palm cultivation will be discussed in the 
May 2018 Green Living Column. 

Soil Degradation 
In monoculture plantations, ground cover crops 
are eliminated, meaning there is no natural 
protection for the soil from erosion by wind and 
rain. Degraded soil becomes unusable for 
agriculture after a few years. In some countries, 
forests are then cleared to provide new 
agricultural land, starting the damaging cycle all 
over again. 

Water Use 
With no ground cover plants to help improve 
moisture retention in the soil, and the tendency 
for land planted with a monoculture to 
lack topsoil, which serves to increase rain runoff, 
modern monoculture agriculture requires huge 
amounts of water to irrigate the crops. This means 
water is being pumped from lakes, rivers and 
reservoirs at great rates, depleting this natural 
resource and affecting those aquatic ecosystems. 
This is on top of the pollution of water sources by 
agricultural chemicals. 

Fossil Fuels 
Due to their scale, harvesting of crops in 
monoculture farms is generally performed by 
machines. Large amounts of fossil fuels are 
required to sort, pack and transport the crops.  

In combination with the chemical fertilisers and 
pesticides, the industrialised mode of food 
production is a major contributor to climate 
change. It is also an incredibly inefficient way of 
using energy to produce food, taking an estimated 
10 calories of fossil-fuel energy to produce just a 
single calorie of food energy. 

…..continued from previous page 
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Ng Xin Ying, age 9 
 Xin Ying planned to volunteer herself as a Nature 
Guide when she turned 12 but the Nature Guide 
Booth was in need of volunteers this year so Xin 
Ying bravely volunteered herself.  Even though 
she is just 9 years’ old she was entrusted with the 
responsibility of being a sweeper hence making 
sure everyone stays together and no one gets 
lost. During Xin Ying’s free time she loves reading 
and drawing.  
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Be a Volunteer 
Follow in the footsteps of some of our Eco Kids Heroes  

ECO KIDS 

Contributed by Ng Zhang En 

Meet these amazing children who volunteered in Raptor Watch 2018. Be inspired and join them. 

Leong Eu Fai, age 14 
Meet Eu Fai, a boy who enjoys helping the 
environment. He was at Raptor Watch educating 
children and adults about seashells in “The Beach 
School” booth and he was also a nature guide 
taking people on hikes.  Unlike most teens who 
spend lots of time on social media, Eu Fai said he 
likes to socialize with people while educating 
them at his booth and on hikes, hence this is the 
reason he volunteered himself in Raptor Watch. 

Ng Zhang Hui, age 10 
 Zhang Hui is the youngest committee member 
in MNS Green Living SIG (and she is also my 
sister!). She educates people about living a 
sustainable life through games and posters in 
the “Green Living” booth.  “I love to do that 
because I love public speaking and I would like 
the future to be a better place for Earth” said 
Zhang Hui. She believes that “Nothing is 
impossible, the word itself says “I’m possible”  “ 

Eu Fai 
educating 
children 
about 
seashells. 

Zhang Hui 
explaining one 

of the “Ten 
Types of Trash 

You Can Give 
up Today” to a 

group of 
teenagers.  

Hui was guiding a 
boy on how to play 
a game with 
environmental 
friendly  
messages. 

Xin Ying with her 
two other 
awesome sisters 
who are also 
volunteers, Ng 
Sher Ying, 16 and 
Ng Jen Ying, 12.                                                                                                             



                                                                                                                       All events times and venues are correct at time of printing. For latest updates, contact the Special Interest Group or check the MNS                         
                                                                                                                     website regularly. Booking priority will be given to the organizing branch‘s members unless stated otherwise 

Calendar of Activities 

March – September  2018 
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Date                 : 7 April 2018 (Saturday) 
Meeting Time: 9.30 - 10.30 am 

Location: MNS Auditorium, KL 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN PEAT SWAMP FOREST ECOLOGY & CONSERVATION 
presented by Dr Jean Weber, Flora SIG coordinator 

Southeast Asian peat swamp forests are unusual waterlogged ecosystems 
where large trees are growing on a substrate made of wood and leaves 
that are not fully decomposed. These forests differ from the peat lands of 
the north temperate and boreal zone that are formed by Shagnum mosses 
and only able to support shrubs. The structure, ecology and fertility of 
Southeast Asian peat swamp forests will be described in relation to their 
hydrology and vegetation communities. Perspectives for short and long-
term conservation will be discussed in terms of capacities for monitoring 
and restoring the hydrology of degraded peat swamp forest. Some 
research for a better understanding of the peat swamp vegetation 
dynamics in interaction with communities of microbial decomposer will be 
suggested. 
  
Please follow-us on our Facebook group page 'MNS Selangor Branch Flora 
Group' for updates on this event. You may also contact us by emailing 
to mnsflora@gmail.comor leave a comment on our Facebook event page. 
We look forward to connecting with you.  

Public Talk 

PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH  

Date                 : 23 March - 6 April 2018 
Time                 : 10.00 am – 7.00 pm 

Location: MAPKL Publika 

Come and enjoy the display of 72 photographs of our environment 
by Malaysian Nature Society Photo Group members in this year’s Earth 
Month celebration. Photographs do send out powerful messages to the 
audience and we hope by way of this visual medium our message to the 
public and those who are in decision making will be taking the hint on our 
conservation message.  

Earth Month Photography Exhibition 

FLORA GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

When is 
Earth Day 
2018?   

April 22. 

Picture: www.almanac.com 
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Calendar of Activities 
FRIM-MNS NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE (NEC) 

    Date : 13 – 15 April 2018 (Friday to Sunday) 
    Time : 3.00 pm (Registration at NEC) 
    Venue :  FRIM-MNS Nature Education Centre, 
                                   Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM) Kepong, Selangor 
    and Zoo Negara, Kuala Lumpur 
    Age : 8 – 15 years old  
    Fee : RM 320 per child for MNS members/KPA members 
   RM 350 per child for Non-MNS member 
     (Meals, accommodation, insurance, entry into FRIM and Certificate are included) 

To book, please call us at 03- 62771703 or email us at nec@mns.org.my. 

Method of payment: 
Bank in to MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY account: 
            Maybank        :  012138304679 

Please keep bank in slip and fax or email or bring during the actual date of camp as 
prove of payment. 

Get your school/family/group discount by registering in a group of 4 kids & above. 

Contact person       : Ms. Sharon Chen/Ms. Zalikha Zahar 
                                     FRIM-MNS Nature Education Centre 
Phone: 03-62771703 /017-2553320/019-7768243/ 
                          Email: nec@mns.org.my 

Hi everyone! This April, FRIM – MNS Nature Education Centre 
(NEC) will be organizing camp for the kids with the theme of 
“Young Zoologist”. The camp is focusing on the study of animal 
kingdom, including the structure, classification and distribution of 
all animals, and how they interact with their ecosystems. This 
camp provides opportunity for budding zoologist to explore the 
wild captive animals in Zoo Negara and join our fun and 
educational hands-on activities such as nature walk, river 
scientist, nocturnal walk, games, and others. Enjoy one night stay 
at the Nature Education Centre (NEC) and camping at Zoo Negara 
on the next day. 

Our camp is designed to instill enthusiasm and encourage the 
children to appreciate our wildlife and nature as well as gain a 
range of life skills for personal growth, good communication and 
teamwork. We are now open for enrollment and welcome young 
zoologist aged between 8 to 15 years of age.  
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Calendar of Activities 
FRIM-MNS NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE (NEC) 

INFORMATION NEEDED FOR REGISTRATION 
Nature Camp Theme and Date:  (Young Zoologist: 13 - 15 April 2018) 
Name                            : 
Gender                          : 
Age                                : 
Birth cert/ IC number : 
Vegetarian                    :  YES / NO 
Parent’s name              : 
MNS membership no : 
Contact number           : 
E-mail                            : 
** Please attach together copy of bank slip of your payment. Thank you. 
 
Suggestion list to bring: 
Suitable clothing and extra change 
Towel and toiletries  
Insect repellent 
Plastic bags (to pack dirty and wet cloth) 
Cap/hat 
Rain coat (Important: in case of rain) 
Water bottles (water will be provided throughout the camp) 
Sandals or slippers  
Suitable shoes for trekking  
Torchlight 
Notebook / pen 
Sleeping bag 
Telekung for muslim 
  
NEC will provide the following: 
Catered meals 
Accommodation (dormitory) 
Blanket 
Pillow and pillow case 

DAY TIME ACTIVITIES 

Day 1 

13/4/18 

Friday 

1500 Arrival & check in 
 Name tag, note book, pencil 

1530 Ice Breaking & Camp briefing 
 Do’s & Don’ts 

1600 Tea break 
1630 River Scientist 

 Water quality monitoring test 
1900 Dinner 
2000 Wildlife Detectives! 

 Nocturnal Walk 
2130 Introduction to Zoology  

 What is Zoology? 
 Endangered animals in Malaysia 

2200 Supper 
2230 Zzzzzzz……… 

Day 2 

14/4/18 

Saturday 

0730 Breakfast 
0830 Birdwatching 
1000 Rest & Relax 

1030 Insect Study 
 Insect catching and release activity 

1200 Lunch & Rest 
1330 Depart to Zoo Negara  
1430 Arrival and registration 
1800 Program Briefing by Zoo Negara  

- Tent Set up 

1900 Dinner  
2000 Night Walk 
2130 Environmental Games 
2230 Zzzzzzz………  

Day 3 

15/4/18 

Sunday 

0700 Breakfast   
0730 Kancil Zoomba (Exercise) 
0830 Enrichment Activity  

1030 Rest 

1100 Animal Show 
1130 Closing and certificate giving ceremony 

Visit to Panda Conservation Centre 
1200 End of Program 

Tentative itinerary 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
Please be informed that this event has been CANCELLED 

due to unforeseen circumstances. 
Any inconvenience caused is regretted.  
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Calendar of Activities 
GREEN LIVING SIG 

Date                 : 15 April 2018 (Sunday) 
Meeting Time: 10.00 am – 12.00 noon 

Location: My Espresso Cafe, 63 Jalan USJ 21/11, Subang Jaya  

Collaborative consumption (i.e. sharing resources!) is good for the environment, your 
wallet and networking with like-minded individuals! Some items such as formal dresses 
and evening wear are just not appropriate or accepted as donations to thrift stores, 
homeless assistance centres or rural families. Why not share and swap your finery and 
make new friends in the process instead? 

If you are like many of us who have dresses that are kept in the wardrobe for ages and 
worn only once or twice a year, and you see yourself in the same dress every wedding 
dinner, or if you have upgraded or downgraded in size and the same dresses no longer fit, 
here is the chance to bring your dresses along to exchange, so that you have different 
dresses to wear this year. 

Types of dresses: Dinner / formal wear 
There will be two sessions: 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for sizes XS, S and M 
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon for size X and XL 
Please bring a maximum of 5 pieces to exchange. 

A big thank you to MyEspresso Cafe for sponsoring the venue! Attendees are encouraged 
to order their own food and drink from the restaurant at this party. 

Dress Exchange Party 

PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH  

 

2ND SESSION 

With George Ng  

CAMERAS 

UNDERSTANDING CAMERA 

FUNCTIONS 

UNDERSTANDING 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

APRIL 18TH, 2018  

8.00pm 

MNS Headquarters, Auditorium. 

JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan,                   

Bukit Persekutuan,         

50480 Kuala Lumpur 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
101(PART 2) 

STARTING WITH YOUR 

BEST FOOT FORWARD 

This is a three-part series on starting a 
journey into photography. Our objective is 
for beginners and avid photographers to 
have a better understanding and functions 
of a camera’s capabilities.  

Following from our Part 1, we would like to 
share with you the workings of a camera, 
the settings available in a camera and 
understanding their purpose.  

By manipulating these settings, you will be 
able to make a correct exposure resulting in 
a good picture. 

To add on to the correct exposure, we need 
to go into composition. This is how we frame 
our image and how it tells its story for a 
good picture.  

You can bring along your cameras . If you 
have questions about them, we can try to 
help you out. 

Then we will follow up with our final module 
on various techniques on Landscape, 
Wildlife and Bird Photography. 

 

 

 

 

Number of 
pax for each 
session is 20 
max.  

Please RSVP 
Tan Whei Li at 
012-2138028 
to confirm 
your 
attendance. 
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Calendar of Activities 
BIRD GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Date              :  5 May 2018 (Saturday) 
Time              :  7.00 am – 12.00 noon 

Meeting Point: Batu 14, Hulu Langat alongside the mosque 
                            (Masjid Sultan Hisamuddin Alam Shah)   
                            GPS coordinate: 3.205699, 101.835688 (Perdik Falls) 

Bird Watching Trip to Sungai Perdik, Hulu Langat  

Come join the Selangor Branch Bird Group for a 
half day trip to a lowland forest just outside of 
Kuala Lumpur – Sungai Perdik, located in the 
forest reserve of Hulu Langat. This trip is extra 
special as we will be birdwatching on the Global 
Big Day (Birding’s biggest day), organised by The 
Cornell Lab. Sightings will be submitted to eBird: 
Let’s help add on to the number of species seen 
on this bird-day!    

Some of the species that can be found here are 
Broadbills, Barbets, Woodpeckers, Spiderhunters, 
Flowepeckers, Malkohas, etc... The journey from 
KL takes approximately 90 minutes to the meeting 
point. We appreciate your punctuality as it will 
take another 30 minutes to reach the site from 
the meeting point.   

Come dressed in dull-coloured long-sleeves 
clothing and hat as well as comfortable shoes. The 
event is suitable for all ages as it is a leisure walk 
to enjoy the birds. Please bring along binoculars, 
drinking water, light snacks, sun block, umbrella 
and mosquito repellent. The event shall end at 
noon.  

This activity is open to MNS members. Non-
members are required to contribute RM5.00 per 
adult. Pre-registration is highly recommended. For 
further details, please text Mr. Low Kok Hen at 
012-3807775 or Ms. Veronica Khoo at 016-
4775737.    

NATURE GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Visit to Dato’ Barlow’s Genting Tea Estate, Pahang  

Date              : 27 May 2018 (Sunday) 
Time              : 9.15 am 

Meeting Point: Genting Sempah R&R carpark, outside McDonald's  
                            (Waze or Google Map Search GPS point: 3.35114, 101.79074) 

MNS Selangor Branch Nature Guides is organizing the annual visit to the home of 
Dato’ Henry Barlow. This is open to MNS members only. The house is 1.5 miles down 
a field road accessible from above the tunnel at Genting Sempah. The gate will open 
only at 10.00 a.m. 

A brief introductory talk at 11.00 a.m. will be followed by a walk around the orchard 
(sensible shoes recommended), arriving back at the house in time for lunch. Cold 
beverage will be provided. Bring your own picnic lunch and enjoy the lush, verdant 
serenity at the lawn with your family and friends. Bring insect repellent and extra 
water for the walk around the estate.  

After lunch, Dato’ Henry will give a talk on his extensive collection of moths and 
butterflies. 

This trip is suitable for a family outing with children of 8 years and above. Carpooling 
is recommended as parking space is limited. 

Mary Chan from the Nature Guides SIG  is organizing this trip, assisted by Jenny Yow. 

For registration and enquiries, please contact marychan55@live.com . 

To register, please provide the following data:- 

1) Full name 
2) MNS membership no. and expiry date 
3) Email address and hp. no. 

Please note that Family membership covers the immediate family ONLY, and includes 
only children below 18 years old. If you are bringing your children, please provide 
their full name and dates of birth. 

Bring your MNS membership card, and please note that you will be required to fill in a 
waiver form. 

Pictures: www.123rf.com 

Picture: www.tripadvisor.com 
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PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Date              :  29 May to 2 June 2018 (5 Days / 4 Nights). 

Trip Cost is RM1450.00 per pax (double sharing). 
* Trip cost includes accommodation, meals, guides, entrance fees and land  
    transport 
* Cost does not include air transportation, gratuities and personal  
    expenditure. 
*  A deposit of RM500 (non-refundable) is required to confirm your  
    booking. 
Call Salmah (+60126065919) to register your interest and receive a full 
itinerary and details of payments etc.  

Join the MNS Selangor Branch Photo SIG as they visit Sabah in May 2018 to 
photograph wildlife in Sandakan and the Kinabatangan River. Orang Utans, 
Pigmy Elephants, Insects, and Reptiles, Proboscis Monkeys and lots more 
will be on our target list. Places are limited so reserve your place early. 
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Kinabatangan, Sabah Photography trip 

Date            :  July 2018 (actual dates to be confirmed) 

Venue              : MAPKL Publika White Box 

We are proud to announce the repeat of the highly successful "Nature 
Thru The Lens" MNS Photogroup Selangor Photography Exhibition which 
will be held in Publika White Box this coming July 2018. 

For those who missed 
out and those who 
have exhibited in last 
year's exhibition, we 
encourage MNS 
members to go out to 
continue creating 
images for this grand 
event.  

We are not limiting to 
local geographical 
nature images but have 
gone global. Images 
must be on Nature.  

We will be calling for 
submission soon so get 
your images ready!  

“Nature thru the Lens” Photography Exhibition 

www.ebay.co.uk 

tel:+60 12-606 5919
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Location: Everywhere in  
                  Malaysia 

The annual bird survey returns 
for its 9th year with the theme 
‘Habitats matter to you and me!’  

The survey monitors birds found 
around you - gardens, parks, 
housing estates, cities and 
kampung - and over the time, we 
will detect any changes in their 
number and population 
distribution.  

In order to ensure only the high 
quality data is collected, please 
adhere to the survey’s protocols.  

Please check our website, 
www.mygardenbirdwatch.com 
for further information about this 
project. 

MY Garden Birdwatch is a non-
profit project run by the Bird 
Conservation Council of the 
Malaysian Nature Society, 
sustained by volunteers of 
various backgrounds who have a 
soft spot for birds. 

Date           :  2 or 3 June 2018 

MY Garden Birdwatch 2018 Survey 

http://www.mygardenbirdwatch.com/
http://www.mns.my/


PATHFINDERS GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Date              :  20 – 22 July 2018. 

" The Lost Waterfall Exploration" is one of the packages exploring Nature by 
4W4. This whole journey will take 3D2N of trekking and camping at Jerantut, 
Pahang. We will cover 5 waterfalls in 2 days which is Lata Lebah, The Lost 
Waterfall, Lata Permaisuri, Lata Telor and Lata Teres. 

The places we are going to cover are nicely reported in an old Utusan news: 
http://ww1.utusan.com.my/utusan/info.asp?y=2008&dt=1129&pub=utusa
n_malaysia&sec=Pelancongan&pg=pl_01.htm 

Charges – RM480 non member/RM460 MNS member ( Deposit RM200)  

Charges included: 
1. Transport (4X4 Vehicle, from Jerantut town) 
2. Guides 
3. Crew 
4. Meals (8 times meal) 
5. Permit 
6. Group Insurance 
7. Car Park Fee 
8. Safety Kit and Emergency 4X4 Service 
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Lost Waterfall Ulu Salan 

Date            :  September 2018 

This trip will cover Sapa and Ninh Binh in 7 days 6 nights and activities 
include a day tour around Sapa, Mt Fansipan 2D1N trek, staying at 
ethnic homestay, a 2-day tour around Ninh Binh which includes a 2-
hour boat ride at Trang An and Tam Coc rice fields, and other 
attractions as well. 

Charges - USD 360 (Deposit USD 50) 

Charges included: 
1. Accommodation 2 nights Homestay at Sapa, 2 nights at Ninh Binh   
    (Both is either twin or queen sharing) 
2. Bus fare from Hanoi to Sapa, Sapa to Ninh Binh 
3. Airport transfer from Hanoi Airport to Old Quarters and Ninh Binh  
     to Hanoi Airport 
4. Mt Fansipan 2D1N 
5. Chartered Van for a day tour at Sapa 
6. Ninh Binh 2 days tour 
7. Minivan transport 

For both trips 
Person In Charge: Yee Yee at 012-6706490 
*Due to the nature of our work, we may not able to attend your  
 phone call. We prefer FB message or whatsapp. 

Do join MNS Selangor Branch Pathfinders Group Facebook for 
more info.  Photo credit to Jimmy Chew 

Trip to Sapa and Ninh Binh, Vietnam 

Picture: vietprivatetours.com 

http://ww1.utusan.com.my/utusan/info.asp?y=2008&dt=1129&pub=utusan_malaysia&sec=Pelancongan&pg=pl_01.htm
http://ww1.utusan.com.my/utusan/info.asp?y=2008&dt=1129&pub=utusan_malaysia&sec=Pelancongan&pg=pl_01.htm


MARINE GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH  

Date              :  11 – 12 August 2018. 

Big Splash for World Oceans Day 2018  

Venue      : Publika 

The Marine Group is bringing the sea to Kuala Lumpur this August with a host of activities in 
conjunction with World Oceans Day (WOD) 2018. From exhibitions to workshops and talks 
to games, all things marine will be featured at the two-day event, which will be held at 
Publika. 
Among the objectives of the event are to raise awareness about issues related to the 
ocean's health and the importance of coral reefs, seagrass and sharks.  
   “We want to get everyone to appreciate the beauty of the ocean and how we are linked 
to it,” said WOD 2018 coordinator Tan Whei Li. “We also want to encourage people to get 
involved in preventing marine litter.”  
   In particular, plastic will be a focus. In this, the Marine Group is continuing with its marine 
plastic pollution campaign, ‘Towards Plastic-Free Seas’, which it began on WOD 2017. The 
SIG had a good run recently at Raptor Watch in Tanjung Tuan where it reached out to about 
1,000 participants and got about 400 pledges to reduce plastic use, including photo pledges 
to reduce the use of straws. 
   For WOD 2018, the Marine Group is issuing an invitation to participate to any group 
involved in marine conservation and education as well as vendors dealing with reef-safe and 
biodegradable options to plastic. 
   “We want this to be educational as well as fun,” said Tan. “The sea covers three-quarters 
of the planet and provides important services. This includes the oxygen we breathe, the 
food we eat and jobs for millions of people. What we do on a daily basis here on land is 
affecting marine ecosystems as well as wildlife. We can do better for our oceans.” 

Photos by Jessica Ng 

WOD 2018 is reaching out 
to kids and adults alike. 

Pledges are one way to do your 
part for the ocean. 

If you are interested in participating in WOD 2018 – whether to book 
a booth, hold a workshop, give a talk, sell marine-friendly products, 
or just volunteer – do contact Whei Li at tanwheili@gmail.com.  
For updates, check out the WOD 2018 event page on Facebook and 
Instagram: mnsmarine.selangorbranch. 

Text by SL Wong, Marine Group 
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PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Bako National Park offers the perfect introduction to Sarawak’s 
forests and wildlife.  Wildlife thriving in the area includes the 
rather unusual potbellied Proboscis Monkeys, macaques, wild boar 
among others. Constant erosion over the years has turned the 
Bako coastline into unique cliff faces, sandstone structures and sea 
stacks.  

The Photography Trip will focus on nature and landscape 
photography, encompassing Bako National Park, Kuching and its 
surroundings, a cave in Bau, etc. 

Trip Cost is RM500.00 per pax.  

•  Trip cost includes accommodation, entrance fees and local  
    transport. 
•  Cost does not include air transportation and personal  
    expenditure. 

Maximum participants: 18 

To register, kindly submit membership details to NL Ling at 
0198346623. Full payment is required to confirm your booking, on 
a first-come first-served basis. The payment is non-refundable; 
however, it may be transferable. 

Contact:Thong at H/P :+6016-6375622 WhatsApp, WeChat, Viber, Line. Off:0340248896 

MOUNTAIN GOAL ADVENTURE CONSULTANT (742912-V) 
  Website: http://www.mymountaingoal.com        E-mail: goalus@mymountaingoal.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Experience the culture of the Sherpas in route 
to Khumbu village. 

Enjoy a climb to the scintillating Kalapattar, 
5,545m/18190ft, one of the most spectacular 
vantage points in the Everest region.  

Explore enchanting views of Everest, Pumori, 
Ama Dablam, Nuptse, Lhotse, Makalu and 
many other towering peaks. 

Two free training trips will be provided . 
Further info please sign in: 
www.mymountaingoal.com/everestkalapattar
.htm 

Everest Base Camp / Kalapattar trek 
from 06/10/2018 to 19/10/2018 
(14D13N) (Confirmed trip) 

Walk through villages, climb through forests 
into the Annapurna Sanctuary, a valley 
surrounded by high Himalayan peaks. A great 
opportunity to get into the mountains without 
the altitude problems of Mt. Everest. 

Spectacular landscape views of the Himalayas. 
Altitudes of 4130m are reached, and a 
reasonable level of physical fitness is required 
to comfortably complete this expedition.  

Two free training trips will be provided. 
Further info please sign in : 
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/Annapurna
Region.htm 

Annapurna Base Camp Via Poon Hill 
Trek (4130M) from 24/10/2018 to 
06/11/2018 (14D13N) 

Date       : 8-11 September 2018 (4 Days/3 Nights)  

Photography Trip to  
Bako National Park/Kuching, Sarawak 
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BRANCH COMMITTEE  2017-2019 

JOHOR BRANCH 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/ 
Chairman      Abbott Chong Ching Hua 
                        abbott_chong@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     - 
Secretary      Belinda Wong Mei Lang 
                        belinda@bellogistics.com 

KEDAH BRANCH 
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan 
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, Kedah 
Chairman       Left. Kol Husamuddin bin  
                         Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com 
Vice Chair      Mohamad Yani Madewnus 
                         madew75@gmail.com 
Secretary       Phang Fatt Khow 
                         fkphang05@yahoo.com 

KELANTAN BRANCH 
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota 
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com 
Chairman      Amir Hamzah B Abdul Shukor 
                        amir7711@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Zulhazman Hamzah 
                        zulhazman@umk.edu.my 
Secretary      Nazahatul Anis Amaludin 
                        anisamaludin@gmail.com 

LANGKAWI BRANCH 
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com 
Chairman      Borhan Hamid 
                         brobob@ymail.com 
Vice Chair      - 
Secretary       Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel 
                         daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo 
                          .com 
 
NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH 
Chairman      Dr Zorina Khalid 
                         drzorina@yahoo.com.my 
Vice Chair      Lee Seng Hong 
                         leesenghong88@gmail.com 
Secretary       June Teng 
                         MNS.N9Melaka@gmail.com 
 
PAHANG BRANCH 
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg 
Chairman       Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar 
                       versed_anggerik@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair      Chin Wai Fatt 
                         chinwaifatt@yahoo.com 
Secretary       Chow Mee Foong 
                         chowmeefoong@yahoo.com 
 
PENANG BRANCH 
Nature Information Centre (NIC), 
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 
10350 Penang.   Tel: 04-2273673 
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call 
before visiting) 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
malaysiannaturalsociety/ 
Email: mnspenang@yahoo.com 
Chairman      Tan Choo Eng 
                        chooengtan@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     Tajul Arosh Baroky 
                        tajul_ab@yahoo.com 
Secretary      Tan Pek Tao, Peggy 
                        tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORY                   

PERAK BRANCH 
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden 
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak 
mnsperak@gmail.com 
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com 
Chairman      Ooi Beng Yean 
                        bengyean@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Zaharil Dzulkafly 
                        zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com 
Secretary      Georgia Tham Yim Fong 
                        georgi8tham@yahoo.com 
 
SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH 
Chairman      Anna Wong 
                        annawg888@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Jimmy Omar 
                        jemyomar@gmail.com 
Secretary      Nur Syamimi Makbul 
                        mimimakbul@yahoo.com 
 
SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH 
Chairman      Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi 
                        hattasawabi@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair     Ooi Chin Hock 
                        ooichinhock@gmail.com 
Secretary      Chong Ket Vui Dusun 
                        dusun_chong@yahoo.com 
 
SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH 
mnskuching@gmail.com 
Chairman        Rose Au Nyat Jun 
                          anyatjun@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair       Johan Roslan 
                          kaboy71@gmail.com 
Secretary        Audrey Dominic Neng 
                          audreyneng@gmail.com 

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH 
mnsmiri@yahoo.com 
Blog: mnsmiri.blogspot.com 
Chairman         Iqbal B Abdollah 
                           9w8iqa@gmail.com 
Vice Chair        Musa Musbah 
                           sammua@yahoo.com 
Secretary         Achmed Azizie B Marzuki 
                           achmedazizie@hotmail.com 
 
SELANGOR BRANCH 
c/o MNS HQ address 
https://www.facebook.com/ mnsselangor 
branch 
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com 
Chairman        Pasupathy Jayaraj 
                     pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair       Wong Ee Lynn 
                          wongeelynn@yahoo.com 
Secretary        Grace Chin Haw Yiing 
                          gracehychin@gmail.com 
 
TERENGGANU BRANCH 
1926 Bukit Kubang Jambu, 
20050 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu 
mnsterengganu@gmail.com 
Chairman       Wong Chee Ho 
                         cheeho04@live.com 
Vice Chair      Prof Sulong bin Ibrahim 
                         sulong@umt.edu.my 
Secretary        Dr Chong Ju Lian 
                         julianchong78@gmail.com 
 

MNS HQ 
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan, 
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on 
Jalan Mahameru) 
Open: Mondays – Fridays  9 am–5:30 pm 
T: 03-2287 9422     F: 03-2287 8773 
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my 
Membership:      Leong Wee Chin 
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made 
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors 
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the 
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit for length and content. 

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current 
articles and other interesting news. Do like the page at this 
link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist  

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ names (max. 
800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 
480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. must reach the Editor by the 
13th of each month (unless noted otherwise) via the following  
e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com. 

Advertising rates: 
Classifieds            : RM5 per column inch 
Quarter page ad : RM30  
Half page ad        : RM60 

Payments: 
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.  
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.  
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement          
  to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com. 

Discount rate for ads paid in advance: 
3 adverts paid in advance    – 5% off published rate; 
6 adverts paid in advance    – 10% off published rate; 
9 adverts paid in advance    – 15% off published rate; 
12 adverts paid in advance  – 20% off published rate. 

Computer Recycling Collection Centre 
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a 
designated recycling collection centre for old computers 
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.  
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the 
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling 
establishment.  
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or 
check out Penang Branch web pages. 

Attention: Members 

Editor -     This issue and Next  : Lee Meng Lai 
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