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Make our ocean “Plastic-Free” Get the facts on marine plastic pollution.  
Source: https://noaa.marinedebris.gov/ 



TOWARDS PLASTIC-FREE SEAS 

World Oceans Day 2018  
by SL Wong, Marine Group 
  

    It may not be as sexy as diving among corals or 
spotting whales, but saying no to that plastic bag is a 
huge gesture in saving the seas. Plastic is ending up 
in the ocean and forming garbage patches, 
strangling turtles and being eaten by fish that ends 
up on our dinner plates. 

    That’s why tackling plastic pollution is an objective 
of the Marine Group’s World Oceans Day 2018 
(WOD) event this year. Held in August at the Publika 
Shopping Gallery in Kuala Lumpur, WOD will 
highlight the dangers of marine plastic pollution and 
feature alternatives to plastic through talks, 
exhibitions and products to buy. 

   Said Wong Wee Liem, Marine Group coordinator: 
“Plastic was created to help people make flexible 
and complicated shaped items easily, like car parts, 
furniture and shopping bags. Little did we realise 
then, the detriment it would have on the health of 
the marine ecosystem and our lives today. Thus, 
addressing plastic pollution is now a main priority for 
us.” 
    The Marine Group started focussing on this issue 
last year with ‘Towards Plastic-Free Seas’. Besides 
creating awareness on the plastic pollution on social 
media, the Marine Group produced an awareness 
video, available on their Facebook page, and 
catalysed and supported a Miri Branch World 
Oceans Day event. 
    The campaign also supported Selangor State 
government initiatives. This will continue this year.  

   So WOD will showcase the #BebasPlastik 
initiative, which the state is extending to plastic 
bottles and straws. Visitors to WOD can also sign 
up to participate in the state’s 5-beach cleanup 
later in the year.  
   For the inaugural state-wide cleanup in 2017, the 
Marine Group trained trainers in data collection 
and supported the local councils. 

    Fun fact: it was data from that cleanup that saw 
the state government add plastic bottles to their 
#BebasPlastik list. 
    Walking the talk, MNS Marine is aiming to make 
WOD plastic-free as far as possible. So, the event 
would see no plastic bags given out, minimum 
packaging, no straws and a minimum of plastic 
containers used for food and drinks. 

Learn how to do beach cleanups and sign up to do your 
part. – Pic: Jessica Ng. 

Use cool alternatives to plastic. - Pic: SL Wong 

Make photo pledges against using plastic and spread 
the word. - Pic: @LeisureSu 

Watch 
videos of 
why and 
how plastic 
affects the 
ocean. – Pic: 
Jessica Ng  
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If you are interested in participating in WOD 2018 – whether to book a 
booth, hold a workshop, sell marine-friendly products, or just volunteer 
– contact Whei Li at mnsmarine.my@gmail.com. For updates, check out 
the WOD 2018 event page on Facebook and Instagram: 
mnsmarinegroup.selangorbranch. 

End to plastic pollution nears  
Researchers accidentally engineer enzyme that eats plastic 

TAMPA: Researchers in the US and Britain have accidentally engineered an 
enzyme which eats plastic and may eventually help solve the growing problem of 
plastic pollution, a study said. 
    More than eight million tones of plastic are dumped into the world’s oceans 
every year, and concern is mounting over this product’s toxic legacy on human 
health and the environment. 
    Despite recycling efforts, most plastic can persist for hundreds of years in the 
environment, so researchers are searching for better ways to eliminate it. 
    Scientists at the University of Portsmouth and the US Energy Department’s 
national Renewable Energy Laboratory decided to focus on a naturally occurring 
bacterium from Japan a few years ago. 
    Japanese researchers believe the bacterium evolved fairly recently in a waste 
recycling centre, since plastics were not invented until the 1940s. 
    Known as Ideonella sakaiensis, it appears to feed exclusively on a type of 
plastic known as polyethylene terephthalate (PET), used widely in plastic bottles. 
    The researchers’ goal was to understand how one of its enzymes worked by 
figuring out its structure. 
    “But they ended up going a step further and accidentally engineered an 
enzyme which was even better at breaking down PET plastics,” said the report in 
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, a peer-reviewed US 
journal. ………. 
    ….. Researchers say they are now working in further improvements to the 
enzyme, with the hope of eventually scaling it up for industrial use in breaking 
down plastics. -AFP 

On the brighter side 
Reported in 

THE STAR, WEDNESDAY 18 APRIL 2018  
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MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY 

71st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

To be held on Sunday 

23 September 2018 at 10am 

 

On the preceding day, Saturday 22 September 2018,  

a conference will be held on 

- past, present and future. 

Venue: Royale Chulan Seremban 
   Jalan Dato’ A. S. Dawood 

   70100 Seremban  

   Negeri Sembilan Darul Khusus 
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SO WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH OIL PALM? 
By Wong Ee Lynn (wongeelynn@yahoo.com / gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com) 
 
In our April 2018 column, we addressed some basic issues surrounding monoculture crops. In 
this column, we will present some basic facts about oil palm and how it compares with other 
monoculture crops.  

GREEN LIVING 

4. Published scientific studies show evidence that 
the loss of primary forests continued to 
accelerate in Indonesia (especially in Sumatra and 
Borneo) between 2000 and 2012 as rates jumped 
from 200,000 to 800,000 hectares a year. 
(Source: https://www.nature.com/articles 
/nclimate2277) 

5. In the past 10 years, the world’s orangutan 
population has decreased by 50% as a result of 
habitat loss from forest clearing for palm 
plantations. There are only 6,300 Sumatran 
orangutans left. It is estimated that 1,000 
orangutans are killed a year, a major factor in 
these deaths being forest clearing for palm 
production. In 2006, at least 1,500 
orangutans were clubbed to death by palm 
workers. 

6. Oil palm cultivation allows easy access for 
poachers into exposed habitats that have been 
cleared for plantations. As the result, it is 
estimated that the Sumatran tiger population will 
be extinct in fewer than 3 years if nothing is done 
to protect their habitat or combat poachers. 

 Continued on next page    ... 

7. In Indonesia, the palm oil industry is responsible 
for an estimated 5,000 land and human rights 
conflicts. Palm oil ranks among the U.S. Department 
of Labour’s top four worst industries for forced 
and child labour. Nearly 45 million people live in the 
forests of Indonesia. In 2011, Wilmar (one of the 
world’s largest palm oil producers) bulldozers 
ransacked an entire village, destroying 40 homes to 
clear 40,000 hectares of land for a palm plantation. 

8. Only 35% of palm growers who  are members of 
the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (“RSPO”) 
are actually certified by the RSPO. This means that 
the other 65% pay to be “members,” but have taken 
no action to adhere to the RSPO guidelines in their 
growing practices. 

9. While primary forests are protected under RSPO 
regulations, secondary, disturbed, or regenerating 
forests are left unprotected. Peatlands are also 
given limited protection under RSPO guidelines. 
RSPO standards allow growers to plant on peat 
lands and to clear secondary forests. Tropical peat 
lands store up to 10 times more carbon than 
“mineral soil,” meaning draining and planting on 
peat lands is up to 10 times more detrimental to the 
environment. So "RSPO-certified" does not 
necessarily mean "deforestation-free.” 
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Q: What’s the environmental footprint of oil palm? 

Here are some quick facts: 

1. When properly developed and managed, oil 
palm plantations can play an important role in 
improving livelihoods and eradicating poverty in 
developing countries. The World Bank 
estimates that with a population increase of 11.6% 
and a 5% increase in per capita consumption, an 
additional 28 million tonnes of vegetable oils will 
have to be produced annually by 2020. 

2. Global production of palm oil is now dominated 
by Indonesia and Malaysia, which together 
account for 85% of the world's supply. 
Consumption is driven by emerging economies, 
such as India, Indonesia and China, in which both 
population growth and rising living standards are 
key factors for the rising demand. European 
consumption accounts for 15% of global palm oil 
use, while the USA uses 3%. 

3. Up to 300 football fields’ worth of forest are 
cleared every hour to make room for oil palm 
plantations. Clearing 1 hectare (about 2 square 
acres) of peat forest can release 6,000 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide. Indonesia has currently cleared 
over six million hectares of tropical peat forest. 

Picture: http://geographical.co.uk 

mailto:wongeelynn@yahoo.com
mailto:gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com
https://www.nature.com/articles


It has been alleged that oil palm cultivation is 
“responsible for 40% of global deforestation”.  

This statistic is probably derived from a March 
2017 report by the European Parliament on 
the social and environmental impacts of oil 
palm cultivation. The Phys.org team has 
carefully examined this 400-page report, from 
which the 40% figure most probably 
originates.  

(To read the full article, please visit: 
https://phys.org/news/2017-06-palm-oil-
responsible-global-deforestation.html#jCp) 

The gist of their findings is as follows: 

Agriculture is the leading cause of global 
deforestation, with 24% of the land used for 
livestock and 29% for crops. The report 
provides some details of the 29% chunk of 
deforestation due to agricultural crops, 
highlighting the crops with the highest 
contributions – soybean (19%), maize (11%), 
oil palm (8% %), rice (6%) and sugarcane (5%). 

GREEN LIVING 

In next month’s column, we will look 
at sustainable options and solutions. 

According to these data sets, oil palm plantations 
account for only 8% of the deforestation attributed 
to agricultural crops. In total, this represents 8% of 
29%, thus 2.3% or 5.6 million hectares from the 
239 million hectares of forest lost between 1990 
and 2008. 

In order to find the 40% figure, we must look a 
little further in the technical report to where 
deforestation in Brazil and Indonesia is analysed. 
These are the two countries in which forest losses 
were reported to be the highest. 

In just Indonesia, 25 million hectares of forest 
were lost, of which 7.5 million hectares were used 
for agricultural production. Of these 7.5 million 
hectares, 2.9 million correspond to oil palm 
plantations, about 40%. It is therefore responsible 
for 40% of deforestation – but only that caused by 
the agricultural sector and only in this one country, 
not the world. 

While we acknowledge that global oil palm 
cultivation has a huge environmental footprint and 
must be made sustainable, it is important to also 

…..continued from previous page 
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Q: Is it true that oil palm is responsible for most of the  
     deforestation in the world today? 

acknowledge that distorted information is able to 
directly shape public opinion and guide public 
priorities in terms of regulation and policies.   

The European Parliament’s report resulted in 
allegations of discriminatory and protectionist 
measures by the Indonesian and Malaysian 
governments, and announcements of economic 
retaliation on imports from Europe. This is hardly 
the way forward that the international community 
wishes to see.  

Faced with palm oil-producing countries that will 
defend palm oil production at any cost – as it is 
regarded as a major vector for economic 
development and rural poverty eradication - the 
European Union must build a solid argument 
before designing policies that take all the 
established causes of deforestation into account. 

Picture: archaeologynewsnetwork.blogspot.my 
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Upcycle to make life easier 
5 useful items you can “D.I.Y.” when you recycle 

ECO KIDS 

Contributed by Ng Zhang En 

Upcycle definition:  
to recycle a disposable product into 
an object of greater value or use. 

1. Phone stand  

Materials used: Credit card. 

Instructions  
1.Slice the top 
and bottom 
part of a 
bottle. 
2.Poke holes 
on the bottom 
part of the 
bottle. 
3.Glue the top 
and bottom 
part together.  
4.Glue it to a 
sponge. 
5.Fill soap in it. 
6.Start using it 
to wash a dirty 
plate! 

Instructions 
1.Cut the top 
of a pair of old 
panty hose or 
some old 
leggings 
2.Stretch it 
around a 
garbage bag  
3.You won’t 
have any more 
trouble with 
garbage bags 
slipping down! 

Instructions 
1.Punch 3 
holes on a 
once-used 
credit card. 
2.Slice 
through 
each hole. 
3.Your 
earphones 
won’t get 
tangled 
now! 
                                                                                                                             

2. Easy dish washing sponge 4. Anti-tangle ear phone holder 

3. Non-slip garbage bag 5. Cable organizer 

Important!!! 
Please utilise only used or 
unwanted items such as old panty 
hoses that have holes or a 
discarded plastic bottle. Do not 
purposely buy these items for your 
recycling efforts! 

Materials used: Toilet rolls. 



The Jeram Toi Waterfalls 
 Article by Khor Hui Min (khor.hm@gmail.com) 

PHOTOGRAPHY OUTING 

Waterfalls are scenic and plentiful in 
Malaysia. Photographers love to take 
photos of the flowing water, gurgling 
streams, and cascading water at the 
waterfalls, and the photographers of 
MNS Photogroup are no exception. 
Water is always an interesting subject to 
photograph, and different camera 
settings will yield different effects. 

Photogroup organised a day trip to Jeram 
Toi Waterfalls, in Jelebu, Negeri 
Sembilan, on Sunday, 25 March 2018. 
Located between Seremban and Kuala 
Kelawang, Jeram Toi is approximately 1 
hour from Kuala Lumpur. Since the 
waterfalls were discovered by the British 
in 1895, it has become a popular 
recreational area for local families. It is 
easily accessible from the highway, and 
offers basic facilities such as a public 
toilet, shelters, barbeque pits and a 
cemented walking path with steps up to 
the gorge. The area is usually crowded on 
weekends. 

The whole recreational area is situated in 
a forest reserve. The setting is serene and 
peaceful, surrounded by lush greenery. 
The trees make Jeram Toi a very cool 
place, even on a hot day.  

We arrived very early, ahead of the 
crowds, around 7am. The Photogroup 

could not have people getting into the 
frames of our photos and spoiling the 
mood and ambience of our shots, not to 
mention mar the aesthetics.  

There are four major falls. We took our 
time to climb the steep steps, taking 
great care with our photography 
equipment, to shoot the falls. The tripod 
was an absolute necessity, and so was 
setting the cameras to manual mode to 
get different effects. The pros were 
wrapped in concentration, intensely 
focused on every shot to produce their 
masterpieces, while the novices and 
recreational photographers 
experimented with settings and 
composition, and consulted the ‘sifus’ for 
advice. We enjoyed the relaxed 
atmosphere, soothing sounds of the 
waterfalls, and invigorating fresh air and 
therapeutic greenery all round.  

Capturing water flowing around rocks  
(Photo by Khor Hui Min) 

Jeram Toi Waterfalls (Photo by Khor Hui Min) 

 Continued on next page    ... 8 



…..continued from previous page 

The holidaymakers started to trickle in after 8am, and by 10.30am, they 
prominently dotted the natural pools and the shelters. We packed up by 
11am and got ready to leave for lunch at Restoran Makanan Laut 
Shengee, in Mantin, where we had a satisfying and scrumptious meal, at 
an affordable price. 

After lunch, we visited the historical 120-year-old Hakka Village in 
Mantin. The village was built by settlers from Huizhou, Guangdong. They 
came to this former tin mining boom town in Negeri Sembilan in search 
of a better future. However, many generations later, development is 
encroaching and this village and its historical significance might be wiped 
off the map and replaced with spanking new modern houses for sale. We 
walked around and photographed the old houses, many of them now 
abandoned, as if resigned to demolition and development.  

We had a good mix of natural and urban photography subjects during the 
outing, and not forgetting a good lunch. Thanks to KK and the Photogroup 
committee for organising the trip. 

 

The Jeram Toi Waterfalls 

Abandoned house in Kampung Hakka  
(Photo by Khor Hui Min) 

Group photo of 
participating 

photographers 
(Photo by 

George Ng) 
 

Kampung Hakka (Photo by Khor Hui Min) 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

MAKE ENVIRONMENT A PRIORITY, NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT 

It is heartening to know that 69% of Malaysian 
voters consider environmental protection to be one 
of the factors that will influence the way they will 
vote in the upcoming General Elections (The Star, 
Sun 15 March 2018: 

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2018/0
4/15/pakatan-manifesto-on-environmental-
protection-more-specific-say-activists/).  

    For far too long, sustainability and environmental 
conservation have been put on the backburner or 
seen as something ideal but inessential. In recent 
years, the destruction and human suffering caused 
by the East Coast floods, the 2014 droughts which 
led to water rationing in Selangor, the pollution of 
water sources in Cameron Highlands, reduced fish 
bycatch, the clearing of more land and forest for 
highway and infrastructure construction, the 
recurring haze, wildlife deaths and the economic 
uncertainty arising from the European Parliament’s 
proposed ban on palm oil biodiesel from Malaysia 
for environmental reasons have all played a role in 
raising public awareness on the interconnectedness 
of human and environmental well-being.  

    Having perused the election manifestos of both 
political coalitions, however, I am of the opinion 
that more specific, effective and convincing pledges 
need to be made. As we are all aware, the actions 
of legislators and governmental decision-makers 
are often inconsistent with their pledges.  

Some of these inconsistencies are pointed out 
below:  

ON CLIMATE MITIGATION 
    Both coalitions pledge to take action to reduce 
carbon emissions by way of measures such as 
cleaner diesel and petrol and increasing the 
development and use of renewable energy.  

    Yet at the same time Barisan Nasional’s pledges 
to accelerate the growth of the oil and gas 
industries, its Forest Economy Policy which focus is 
on income generation and not conservation and 
its proposals to construct more roads and 
highways effectively efface any good that its plans 
to introduce electric buses, switch to LED lights 
and create urban parks and recreational areas 
could potentially create.  

    Pakatan Harapan has pledged to promote the 
development and use of green technology and 
renewable energy and halt Barisan Nasional’s 
plans to construct a nuclear power plant, but at 
the same time plans to reintroduce petroleum 
subsidies and construct more roads and highways. 

    Both coalitions should instead focus on policies 
to reduce reliance on private vehicle ownership 
and driving, by establishing reliable and affordable 
non-fossil fuel powered public transport systems, 
creating incentives for telecommuting and 
upgrading existing road and rail infrastructure 
instead of opening up more land for highways and 
roads. 
 

ON DEFORESTATION 
    Both coalitions pledged to curtail illegal logging 
and manage forests and forest resources 
sustainably, despite their existing history of doing 
the exact opposite. Barisan Nasional had 
authorized logging and forest clearing in Ulu 
Muda, Merapoh and Terenggun, among others, 
despite knowing the importance of the ecosystem 
services provided by these forest reserves. 

    Similarly, Pakatan Harapan in its previous 
election manifesto had pledged to gazette and 
conserve forests and halt illegal logging, but went 
on to degazette parts of the Selangor State Park 
for the construction of the East Klang Valley 
Expressway (EKVE), and this action makes voters 
now wary about their lofty promises to halt 
deforestation. 

    Both coalitions pledged to preserve biodiversity 
and wildlife populations, yet under their watch, 
the construction of yet more highways and roads 
has opened up access to wildlife for poachers and 
wildlife traffickers, and caused an alarming 
increase in wildlife roadkill.  

    The rakyat needs to witness sincerity on the 
part of the political leaders in protecting forests, 
water catchment areas and environmentally 
sensitive areas. No amount of public relations 
exercises comprising the planting of trees in urban 
parks is able to reverse the adverse impact of 
rampant deforestation, fragmentation of wildlife 
habitats and the opening up of more land for 
infrastructure projects.  
  

 Continued on next page    ... 10 
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ON WASTE MANAGEMENT AND PLASTIC 
POLLUTION 

    Both coalitions promised to improve solid 
waste collection services and ease of recycling. 
Yet Barisan Nasional proposed to reverse the 
ban on free plastic bags in Pakatan states, and 
has allowed the plastics manufacturing industry 
to be a powerful lobby. In Pakatan states, the 
ban on free plastic bags has normalized waste 
reduction practices and encouraged consumer 
environmental responsibility, but the 
replacement of styrofoam food packaging with 
other forms of plastic packaging that are 
neither biodegradable nor collected and 
recovered for recycling has cancelled some of 
the benefits of the plastic bag and styrofoam 
ban. 

    According to a 2015 study published in 
Science journal, Malaysia is among the top 8 
highest-offending ocean plastic polluters in the 
world. Malaysia is one of the 200 countries 
which signed the December 2017 UN resolution 
on microplastics and marine litter, but has to 
date not been seen to do anything constructive 
to reduce plastics production, consumption and 
disposal, although the Selangor State 
Government has been regularly cleaning up its 
beaches, which, while commendable, 
constitutes a treatment of the symptoms and 
not the cause. 

…..continued from previous page 

    Both coalitions need to create incentives for 
waste reduction and alternatives to plastics and 
other harmful and wasteful materials and 
industries. The environment cannot wait. 
Already human and animal health and food 
security have been adversely affected by 
plastics pollution and poor waste management 
practices.  

    Voters are becoming better informed, and 
will not stand for environmental tokenism by 
either political coalition. It cannot be the job of 
concerned citizens, non-governmental 
organisations and volunteers alone to protect 
and speak up for Malaysia’s natural 
environment and resources. Malaysia stands to 
gain more economic benefits and ecosystem 
services from keeping its forests, mangroves 
and other environmentally-sensitive areas 
intact and biologically diverse, than from issuing 
permits for logging, mining and road 
construction. The time to act for the 
environment is now. Environmental 
conservation should be each political coalition’s 
main consideration in all its policies and 
decisions, and not an afterthought.  

WONG EE LYNN 
COORDINATOR, 
GREEN LIVING SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP, 
MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY 

Election pledges on the Environment 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Picture: www.thegef.org 
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Earth Month X MAPFEST 2018 
 Article by Khor Hui Min (khor.hm@gmail.com) 

The Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) Selangor Branch’s 
Photogroup participated in the Earth Month at Publika, Kuala 
Lumpur by holding an exhibition from Friday, 23 March to Friday, 6 
April 2018. The exhibition featured 72 curated images by 16 
photographers that highlighted the beauty of nature, as well as the 
problems that plague our environment today.  

The exhibition was located in Circle, Level A3, Block A, Publika. 

The photographers used their exhibition photos as a means to 
express how they viewed nature, and conveyed their concern for 
the degradation and pollution of the environment today through 
stark imagery that silently spoke a thousand words in a most 
eloquent way.  

Moreover, each photographer had little labels beside their photos, 
which they used to communicate their photography concepts or 
ideas to the viewer, while some used their labels as a way to voice 
their concern about the state of the environment.  

The exhibition was a good effort by the organising committee and 
all participants contributed in various ways, such as taking turns to 
be on duty every day. Through this photo exhibition, the 
Photogroup managed to raise money for MNS through the sale of 
2 photos. In addition, 9 new members were recruited.  

Do visit the next Photogroup exhibition, which will be held at 
WhiteBox, Publika in the month of July 2018. It will be our most 
significant event of the year, showcasing beautiful photos curated 
from among MNS members throughout Malaysia. We look forward 
to welcoming you there. See you soon! 

Participating photographers: Alex Foong, Azura Ahmad, Cheong 
Kuok Sum, Constance Teo, Gau Nair, George Ng, Janice Lim, 
Jessie Cheah, K.K. Tan, Khor Hui Min, Lee Hong Leng, Lee Hui Zan, 
Mahesh Kulkarni, Reiko Yong, Steven Wong, Vincent Teo.  

Yellow and Orange Gerbera Daisies. 
(An exhibit by Khor Hui Min)    The  photographer’s personal label.  

Water lily. (An exhibit by Khor Hui Min) 

The exhibition hall (Photo by Khor Hui Min) The participating photographers  
(Photo by George Ng) 

PHOTOGROUP EVENT 
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                                                                                                                       All events times and venues are correct at time of printing. For latest updates, contact the Special Interest Group or check the MNS                         
                                                                                                                     website regularly. Booking priority will be given to the organizing branch‘s members unless stated otherwise 

Calendar of Activities 

May – September  2018 

13 Picture: www.backyardgardenlover.com 

Date                 : 5 May 2018 (Saturday) 
Meeting Time: 9.30 - 10.30 am 

Location: MNS HQ Auditorium, KL 

The speaker will describe the ‘journey’ of certain flora species (including 
timber) from Malaysian forests and jungles which are 'trafficked' or obtained 
via illegal means including being collected by hobbyist, smuggled by 
poachers, which end up being processed and used as medicines, ingredient 
in cosmetics, sport and music equipment and others. For conservation work 
and preservation of local biodiversity to succeed, it makes sense to learn 
about the illegal trade of Malaysian flora (and fauna) and how our actions (or 
non-actions) will hinder or embolden/promote wildlife trafficking. 

Excerpts from TRAFFIC website: 
“Human well-being in both rural and urban areas depends on a diverse array 
of wild plant products from an even more diverse array of wild plant species. 
This includes species used for their medicinal and aromatic properties. An 
estimated 50,000–70,000 medicinal and aromatic species are harvested from 
the wild, with the annual global export value of pharmaceutical plants alone 
being over USD2.2 billion in 2011.” 

Please follow-us on our Facebook group page 'MNS Selangor Branch Flora 
Group' for updates on this event. You may also contact us by emailing 
to mnsflora@gmail.com or leave a comment on our Facebook event page. 
We look forward to connecting with you.  

Public Talk - An illegal journey, from forest to homes  
by invited speaker Pn Noorainie Awang Anak, former staff of TRAFFIC 

Southeast Asia.  

FLORA GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

mailto:mnsflora@gmail.com
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Picture: vietprivatetours.com 

MNS NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE (NEC) PROGRAMMES 



MNS NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE (NEC) PROGRAMMES 
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PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Date              :  29 May to 2 June 2018 (5 Days / 4 Nights). 

Trip Cost is RM1450.00 per pax (double sharing). 
* Trip cost includes accommodation, meals, guides, entrance fees and land  
    transport 
* Cost does not include air transportation, gratuities and personal  
    expenditure. 
*  A deposit of RM500 (non-refundable) is required to confirm your  
    booking. 
Call Salmah (+60126065919) to register your interest and receive a full 
itinerary and details of payments etc.  

Join the MNS Selangor Branch Photo SIG as they visit Sabah in May 2018 to 
photograph wildlife in Sandakan and the Kinabatangan River. Orang Utans, 
Pigmy Elephants, Insects, and Reptiles, Proboscis Monkeys and lots more 
will be on our target list. Places are limited so reserve your place early. 
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Kinabatangan, Sabah Photography trip 

Date            :  23 to 29 July 2018 

Venue              : MAPKL Publika White Box 

Calling for submission for exhibition 
Guidelines: 
Open to only paid up Malaysian Nature Society members. Images 
submitted shall be Nature and nature-landscape, both local & overseas. 

Dateline for submission: 
end April 2018.  

This year we are printing 
in canvas at size of 24” 
X30” (approx). 
There will be a charge 
for entries to the 
participants; the charges 
will be announced at a 
later stage. 

By participating in the 
photo exhibition you’re 
expected to contribute 
your time and effort 
during the exhibition ie; 
setting up of the 
exhibition, being  there 
involved in the opening 
and closing (dismantling) 
night and during the 
exhibition (timetable 
will be drawn up). 
 

“Nature thru the Lens 2.0” Photography Exhibition 

tel:+60 12-606 5919


PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Bako National Park offers the perfect introduction to Sarawak’s 
forests and wildlife.  Wildlife thriving in the area includes the 
rather unusual potbellied Proboscis Monkeys, macaques, wild boar 
among others. Constant erosion over the years has turned the 
Bako coastline into unique cliff faces, sandstone structures and sea 
stacks. 

The Photography Trip will focus on nature and landscape 
photography, encompassing Bako National Park, Kuching and its 
surrounding, cave in Bau, etc. 

Trip Cost is RM500.00 per pax.  

•  Trip cost includes accommodation, entrance fees and local  
    transport. 
•  Cost does not include air transportation and personal  
    expenditure. 

Maximum participants: 18 

To register, kindly submit membership details to NL Ling at 019 
8346623. Full payment is required to confirm your booking, on a 
first-come first-served basis. The payment is non-refundable; 
however, it may be transferable. 

Contact:Thong at H/P :+6016-6375622 WhatsApp, WeChat, Viber, Line. Off:0340248896 

MOUNTAIN GOAL ADVENTURE CONSULTANT (742912-V) 
  Website: http://www.mymountaingoal.com        E-mail: goalus@mymountaingoal.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Mt. Rinjani is the second highest volcanic peak 
in Indonesia, part of celebrated “Ring of Fire”. 
The dramatic landscape was created over 
millions of year of cone - building, violent 
explosions, and erosion. Forested slopes rising 
directly from the sea create their own 
weather pattern and act as water-collectors 
for the whole of Lombok. 

A model for ecotourism in Indonesia, the 
community-based activities are focused on the 
Rinjani Trek Centre  (RTC) in Senaru, the most 
popular starting point for the tough trek. 
Developed with NZ Government assistance 
since 1999, the RTC embodies under one roof 
the unique partnership of the National Park, 
tourism industry and local communities,forged 
to protect the Rinjani mountain environment. 

One free training trip will be provided . 
Further info please sign in: 
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/RinjaniRegi
on.htm 

Mt Rinjani (3726M) Trip  
from 24/08/18 to 28/08/18 (5D4N) 

Walk through villages, climb through forests 
into the Annapurna Sanctuary, a valley 
surrounded by high Himalayan peaks. A great 
opportunity to get into the mountains without 
the altitude problems of Mt. Everest. 

Spectacular landscape views of the Himalayas. 
Altitudes of 4130m are reached, and a 
reasonable level of physical fitness is required 
to comfortably complete this expedition.  

Two free training trips will be provided. 
Further info please sign in : 
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/Annapurna
Region.htm 

Annapurna Base Camp Via Poon Hill 
Trek (4130M) from 19/10/2018 to 
1/11/2018 (14D13N) 

Date       : 8-11 September 2018 (4 Days/3 Nights)  

Photography Trip to  
Bako National Park/Kuching, Sarawak 
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PATHFINDERS GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Date              :  20 – 22 July 2018. 

" The Lost Waterfall Exploration" is one of the packages exploring Nature by 
4W4. This whole journey will take 3D2N of trekking and camping at Jerantut, 
Pahang. We will cover 5 waterfalls in 2 days which is Lata Lebah, The Lost 
Waterfall, Lata Permaisuri, Lata Telor and Lata Teres. 

The places we are going to cover are nicely reported in an old Utusan news: 
http://ww1.utusan.com.my/utusan/info.asp?y=2008&dt=1129&pub=utusa
n_malaysia&sec=Pelancongan&pg=pl_01.htm 

Charges – RM480 non member/RM460 MNS member ( Deposit RM200)  

Charges included: 
1. Transport (4X4 Vehicle, from Jerantut town) 
2. Guides 
3. Crew 
4. Meals (8 times meal) 
5. Permit 
6. Group Insurance 
7. Car Park Fee 
8. Safety Kit and Emergency 4X4 Service 
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Lost Waterfall Ulu Salan 

Date            :  September 2018 

This trip will cover Sapa and Ninh Binh in 7 days 6 nights and activities 
include a day tour around Sapa, Mt Fansipan 2D1N trek, staying at 
ethnic homestay, a 2-day tour around Ninh Binh which includes a 2-
hour boat ride at Trang An and Tam Coc rice fields, and other 
attractions as well. 

Charges - USD 360 (Deposit USD 50) 

Charges included: 
1. Accommodation 2 nights Homestay at Sapa, 2 nights at Ninh Binh   
    (Both is either twin or queen sharing) 
2. Bus fare from Hanoi to Sapa, Sapa to Ninh Binh 
3. Airport transfer from Hanoi Airport to Old Quarters and Ninh Binh  
     to Hanoi Airport 
4. Mt Fansipan 2D1N 
5. Chartered Van for a day tour at Sapa 
6. Ninh Binh 2 days tour 
7. Minivan transport 

For both trips 
Person In Charge: Yee Yee at 012-6706490 
*Due to the nature of our work, we may not able to attend your  
 phone call. We prefer FB message or whatsapp. 

Do join MNS Selangor Branch Pathfinders Group Facebook for 
more info.  Photo credit to Jimmy Chew 

Trip to Sapa and Ninh Binh, Vietnam 

Picture: vietprivatetours.com 

http://ww1.utusan.com.my/utusan/info.asp?y=2008&dt=1129&pub=utusan_malaysia&sec=Pelancongan&pg=pl_01.htm
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BIRD GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH 

Date              :  5 May 2018 (Saturday) 
Time              :  7.00 am – 12.00 noon 

Meeting Point: Batu 14, Hulu Langat alongside the mosque 
                            (Masjid Sultan Hisamuddin Alam Shah)   
                            GPS coordinate: 3.205699, 101.835688 (Perdik Falls) 

Bird Watching Trip to Sungai Perdik, Hulu Langat  

Come join the Selangor Branch Bird 
Group for a half day trip to a lowland 
forest just outside of Kuala Lumpur – 
Sungai Perdik, located in the forest 
reserve of Hulu Langat. This trip is extra 
special as we will be birdwatching on the 
Global Big Day (Birding’s biggest day), 
organised by The Cornell Lab. Sightings 
will be submitted to eBird: Let’s help add 
on to the number of species seen on this 
bird-day!    

Some of the species that can be found 
here are Broadbills, Barbets, Wood-
peckers, Spiderhunters, Flowepeckers, 
Malkohas, etc... The journey from KL 
takes approximately 90 minutes to the 
meeting point. We appreciate your 
punctuality as it will take another 30 min 

Indoor talk: Winter Birding in Hokkaido, Japan 
by Mohd Syafiq Sivakumaran and P. Thomas Simon 

Date              : 12 May 2018 (Saturday) 
Time              : 3.00 pm 

Location: MNS HQ, Bukit Persekutuan, Kuala Lumpur 50480 

Hokkaido in peak winter offers some spectacular concentrations of wildlife 
that are rare and endangered. For seven days in early February 2018, Syafiq, 
Thomas and their bird guide Take-san concentrated on the eastern region of 
Hokkaido to find and photograph birds that have become icons of Japan's 
avifauna. 
 
For further information about this talk or about other Selangor Bird Group 
activities please contact Holly (holly.barclay@monash.edu) or visit our 
website: www.piedfantail.wixsite.com/piedfantail 
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Buff-rumped woodpecker. 
to reach the site from the meeting point.   

Come dressed in dull-coloured long-sleeves clothing and hat as well as 
comfortable shoes. The event is suitable for all ages as it is a leisure walk to 
enjoy the birds. Please bring along binoculars, drinking water, light snacks, sun 
block, umbrella and mosquito repellent. The event shall end at noon.  

This activity is open to MNS members. Non-members are required to contribute 
RM5.00 per adult. Pre-registration is highly recommended. For further details, 
please text Mr. Low Kok Hen at 012-3807775 or Ms. Veronica Khoo at 016-
4775737.    

Steller’s Sea Eagle. 

White-tailed Sea Eagle 

mailto:holly.barclay@monash.edu
http://www.piedfantail.wixsite.com/piedfantail
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                                                                      Location: Everywhere in Malaysia 
 

The annual bird survey returns for its 9th year with the theme ‘Habitats matter to you and me!’ 

The survey monitors birds found around you - gardens, parks, housing estates, cities and kampung –  
and over the time, we will detect any changes in their number and population distribution.  

In order to ensure only the high quality data is collected, please adhere to the survey’s protocols. 
Please check our website, www.mygardenbirdwatch.com for further information about this project. 
MY Garden Birdwatch is a non-profit project run by the Bird Conservation Council of the Malaysian 
Nature Society, sustained by volunteers of various backgrounds who have a soft spot for birds. 

Date           :  2 or 3 June 2018 

MY Garden Birdwatch 2018 Survey 
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http://www.mygardenbirdwatch.com/
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BRANCH COMMITTEE  2017-2019 

JOHOR BRANCH 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/ 
Chairman      Abbott Chong Ching Hua 
                        abbott_chong@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     - 
Secretary      Belinda Wong Mei Lang 
                        belinda@bellogistics.com 

KEDAH BRANCH 
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan 
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, Kedah 
Chairman       Left. Kol Husamuddin bin  
                         Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com 
Vice Chair      Mohamad Yani Madewnus 
                         madew75@gmail.com 
Secretary       Phang Fatt Khow 
                         fkphang05@yahoo.com 

KELANTAN BRANCH 
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota 
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com 
Chairman      Amir Hamzah B Abdul Shukor 
                        amir7711@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Zulhazman Hamzah 
                        zulhazman@umk.edu.my 
Secretary      Nazahatul Anis Amaludin 
                        anisamaludin@gmail.com 

LANGKAWI BRANCH 
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com 
Chairman      Borhan Hamid 
                         brobob@ymail.com 
Vice Chair      - 
Secretary       Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel 
                         daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo 
                          .com 
 
NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH 
Chairman      Dr Zorina Khalid 
                         drzorina@yahoo.com.my 
Vice Chair      Lee Seng Hong 
                         leesenghong88@gmail.com 
Secretary       June Teng 
                         MNS.N9Melaka@gmail.com 
 
PAHANG BRANCH 
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg 
Chairman       Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar 
                       versed_anggerik@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair      Chin Wai Fatt 
                         chinwaifatt@yahoo.com 
Secretary       Chow Mee Foong 
                         chowmeefoong@yahoo.com 
 
PENANG BRANCH 
Nature Information Centre (NIC), 
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 
10350 Penang.   Tel: 04-2273673 
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call 
before visiting) 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
malaysiannaturalsociety/ 
Email: mnspenang@yahoo.com 
Chairman      Tan Choo Eng 
                        chooengtan@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     Tajul Arosh Baroky 
                        tajul_ab@yahoo.com 
Secretary      Tan Pek Tao, Peggy 
                        tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORY                   

PERAK BRANCH 
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden 
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak 
mnsperak@gmail.com 
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com 
Chairman      Ooi Beng Yean 
                        bengyean@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Zaharil Dzulkafly 
                        zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com 
Secretary      Georgia Tham Yim Fong 
                        georgi8tham@yahoo.com 
 
SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH 
Chairman      Anna Wong 
                        annawg888@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Jimmy Omar 
                        jemyomar@gmail.com 
Secretary      Nur Syamimi Makbul 
                        mimimakbul@yahoo.com 
 
SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH 
Chairman      Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi 
                        hattasawabi@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair     Ooi Chin Hock 
                        ooichinhock@gmail.com 
Secretary      Chong Ket Vui Dusun 
                        dusun_chong@yahoo.com 
 
SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH 
mnskuching@gmail.com 
Chairman        Rose Au Nyat Jun 
                          anyatjun@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair       Johan Roslan 
                          kaboy71@gmail.com 
Secretary        Audrey Dominic Neng 
                          audreyneng@gmail.com 

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH 
mnsmiri@yahoo.com 
Blog: mnsmiri.blogspot.com 
Chairman         Iqbal B Abdollah 
                           9w8iqa@gmail.com 
Vice Chair        Musa Musbah 
                           sammua@yahoo.com 
Secretary         Achmed Azizie B Marzuki 
                           achmedazizie@hotmail.com 
 
SELANGOR BRANCH 
c/o MNS HQ address 
https://www.facebook.com/ mnsselangor 
branch 
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com 
Chairman        Pasupathy Jayaraj 
                     pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair       Wong Ee Lynn 
                          wongeelynn@yahoo.com 
Secretary        Grace Chin Haw Yiing 
                          gracehychin@gmail.com 
 
TERENGGANU BRANCH 
1926 Bukit Kubang Jambu, 
20050 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu 
mnsterengganu@gmail.com 
Chairman       Wong Chee Ho 
                         cheeho04@live.com 
Vice Chair      Prof Sulong bin Ibrahim 
                         sulong@umt.edu.my 
Secretary        Dr Chong Ju Lian 
                         julianchong78@gmail.com 
 

MNS HQ 
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan, 
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on 
Jalan Mahameru) 
Open: Mondays – Fridays  9 am–5:30 pm 
T: 03-2287 9422     F: 03-2287 8773 
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my 
Membership:      Leong Wee Chin 
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made 
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors 
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the 
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit for length and content. 

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current 
articles and other interesting news. Do like the page at this 
link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist  

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ names (max. 
800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 
480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. must reach the Editor by the 
13th of each month (unless noted otherwise) via the following  
e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com. 

Advertising rates: 
Classifieds            : RM5 per column inch 
Quarter page ad : RM30  
Half page ad        : RM60 

Payments: 
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.  
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.  
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement          
  to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com. 

Discount rate for ads paid in advance: 
3 adverts paid in advance    – 5% off published rate; 
6 adverts paid in advance    – 10% off published rate; 
9 adverts paid in advance    – 15% off published rate; 
12 adverts paid in advance  – 20% off published rate. 

Computer Recycling Collection Centre 
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a 
designated recycling collection centre for old computers 
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.  
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the 
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling 
establishment.  
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or 
check out Penang Branch web pages. 

Attention: Members 

Editor -     This issue : Lee Meng Lai        Next issue:  Dinghong Yao 
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