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STILL EATING SHARK’S FIN? 

WHY?  World Oceans Day 2018 by SL Wong, Marine Group

Trends come and go and eating shark’s fin soup is one trend that is so yesterday. Yet, it remains 

stubbornly on banquet menus, particularly for weddings and longevity celebrations. And so, 

sharks keep getting decimated, threatening the entire marine ecosystem.

The Marine Group is therefore putting shark conservation on the menu in its World Oceans Day 

2018 (WOD) event this year. Held from 11-12 August at the Publika Shopping Gallery in Kuala 

Lumpur, WOD is also highlighting coral reefs, seagrass ecosystems and marine plastic pollution.

“Malaysia is the world's third-largest shark's fin importer in volume, according to a 2015 FAO 

report,” says Marine Group Coordinator Wong Wee Liem. “Most of  that is consumed locally. 

But times have changed. Shouldn't we evolve with the times and more importantly, the 

knowledge?”

All local shark conservation campaigns target consumers because unfortunately, sharks are not 

protected by law in Malaysia, other than whale sharks. There are some laws against shark fishing, 

but these are limited. For example, shark and other fishing is banned in our 38 marine parks, but 

these cover only 2 nautical miles from land. 

From as far back as 2003, the Marine Group has raised awareness about sharks. Then, they ran 

their Fins – Best on Sharks campaign in 2007-8 and again in 2016 as part of  the multi-NGO My 

Fin My Life nationwide campaign.
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At this year’s WOD, they are teaming up with Shark Savers 
Malaysia (SSMY). SSMY was the Malaysian anchor for the 
largest celebrity-endorsed anti-shark’s fin soup campaign in 
the world, and succeeded in reducing demand for shark’s fin.

At WOD, they will be offering Shark 101, a basic course about 
why sharks are important and why myths about sharks must 
be dispelled. Visitors can also look out for the Hug-A-Shark 
photobombing and sign up for shark-themed art and craft 
workshops.

“We need to stop eating shark’s fin soup so that numbers 
grow back to healthy levels,” said Alicia Tan, SSMY core 
member. “The key point is not animal rights or ethics; it's 
sustainability. The shark’s fin trade is unsustainable, and we 
stand to lose an animal that is essential to oceanic health.”

www.worldoceansday.org

Meanwhile, other participants are coming in for WOD including: Richard Tee & Chin (t-
shirt sponsors), LN Fortunate Cafe (vegan meal sponsors), MNS Green Living SIG (plastics 
and zero-waste exhibitor), MNS Herpetology SIG (marine reptile exhibitor), Ener 
Worldwide (biodegradable food packaging), Frangipani Nature (eco-friendly personal care 
products) and DNA Lifestyle (water filters). We want to give a shoutout also to volunteers 
Lillian Danielle Khoo and Jenny Lee (underwater photographs for publicity) and Chong Su 
Weii (graphic design). Watch this space for more developments.

As top predators, sharks keep the entire marine ecosystem 
balanced. - Pic: Angeline Siok

Be prepared to be photo-bombed by Shark Savers Malaysia 

‘sharks’ - Pic: SSMY
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If  you are interested in participating in WOD 2018 – whether to 

book a booth, hold a workshop, sell marine-friendly products, or just 

volunteer – contact Whei Li at mnsmarine.my@gmail.com. For 

updates, check out the WOD 2018 event page on Facebook and 

Instagram: mnsmarinegroup.selangorbranch.

WSL/Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch Marine Group,  

17/5/18

<MNSMarine_WOD2018_Sharks_PA_June.docx>

Getting married soon? Not serving sharksfin? Place this discrete card on your dinner tables.

Sign up for Shark 101 and arm yourself  with facts about 

sharks. – Pic: Steven Wong

Fins matter to sharks more than to humans – make a 

statement at WOD. - Pic: Jessica Ng

mailto:tanwheili@gmail.com
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Branch Date Venue Time

Langkawi Branch 30 June 2018 (SAT) To be advised later

Miri Branch 7 July 2018 (SAT) GCM Miri 9.30am to 12pm

Johor Branch 7 July 2018 (SAT) Crystal Crown Hotel 1.30pm to 5.00pm

Kuching Branch 8 July 2018 (SUN) DBKU Orchid Garden, 
Kuching

2pm

Terengganu 14 July 2018 (SAT) To be advised later 9.30am

Selangor Branch 21July 2018 (SAT) MNS HQ Auditorium To be advised later

N Sembilan and 

Melaka Branch

21July 2018 (SAT) Agrostar Farm in 

Seremban

10am to 12pm

Kelantan Branch 20 July 2018 (FR1) Min House Camp 3.30pm – 6.30pm

Sabah branch 28 July 2018 (SAT) KK wetland centre 2pm – 5pm

Perak Branch 28 July 2018 (SAT) 70 Jalan Chan Chee 

Keong, Ipoh Garden 

South, 31400 Ipoh

4pm – 6pm

Branch AGM 2018



RSPO’s criteria are reviewed every 5 years via public 
consultation, followed by member agreement on a 
consensus basis for any changes or additions. 
(Source: greenpalm.org)
There are 4 types of Certified Sustainable Palm Oil 
(CSPO), namely:
Identity Preserved (IP): The end user can trace the 
unit of palm oil to a single RSPO-certified supply base 
(i.e. single plantation).
Segregated (SG): Palm fruit from multiple certified 
plantations are combined at the mill. The resulting 
CSPO is kept physically separate through the supply 
chain, but cannot be traced back to a single 
plantation. 
Mass Balanced (MB): The mill takes in palm fruit 
from certified and non-certified plantations and 
processes it together. The resulting oil is not 
physically linked to sustainable plantations, but the 
miller keeps track of how much sustainable palm oil 
it is producing and selling.
Book & Claim (B&C): Manufacturers do not have to 
buy CSPO, but can pay for ‘RSPO Credits’ in an online 
marketplace to claim sustainability credentials. The 
funds from these sales support farmers to implement 
sustainable farming practices. 

CSPO currently makes up approximately 21% of the 
world’s total palm oil supply. 

OIL PALM, THE RSPO AND SUSTAINABILITY: THE WAY FORWARD
By Wong Ee Lynn (wongeelynn@yahoo.com / gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com)

In the April and May 2018 Green Living columns, we had a brief overview of the environmental issues surrounding 
monoculture crops, the problems with oil palm cultivation and the reason why the European Parliament proposed 
a ban on palm oil biodiesel. Palm oil, along with other agricultural commodities such as soy, coffee, cocoa, 
rapeseed oil and other vegetable oils, has been blamed for causing environmental destruction, deforestation and 
human rights violations to its workers and rural and indigenous communities. This has led consumers and NGOs to 
pressure palm oil companies to clean up their act. Some environmental organisations, activists and consumer 
groups have called for bans on palm oil products, while some countries have laws that require manufacturers to 
clearly label palm oil as an ingredient in food and consumer products. 

GREEN LIVING

The Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) was 
established in 2004 to promote the production and use 
of sustainable palm oil. It is estimated that 40% of the 
world’s palm oil producers are members of the RSPO. 
Sustainable palm oil is defined by the 8 principles and 
criteria against which oil palm plantations are certified. 
RSPO’s 8 principles are: 
• Commitment to transparency;
• Compliance with applicable laws and regulations.
• Commitment to long-term economic and financial 

viability;
• Use of appropriate best practices by growers and 

millers;
• Environmental responsibility and conservation of 

natural resources and biodiversity;
• Responsible consideration of employees as well as 

individuals and communities affected by growers 
and mills;

• Responsible development of new plantations; and
• Commitment to continuous improvement in key 

areas of activity. Continued on next page    ... 6

Q: IS THERE SUCH A THING AS 
SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL?

Boycotting palm oil presents challenges. Considering 
that palm oil is cheaper and more resource-efficient 
than other vegetable oils (i.e. alternative vegetable 
oil crops may use up to 10 times more land. Source: 
spott.org) and the fact that the palm oil industry 
employs about 6 million people worldwide, 
boycotting palm oil may result in loss of jobs and 
income, palm oil producers selling to markets which 
don’t value the environment, and a lack of incentive 
for palm oil producers to find more sustainable ways 
to produce palm oil. 
Sustainable palm oil is produced by companies that 
promise No Deforestation, No Peat Development and 
No Exploitation (‘NDPE’). These policies are usually 
applicable across the company’s supply chains, 
including third party suppliers and smallholders. They 
require farmers to stop burning land to clear it, 
assess land for high carbon stock and high 
conservation value before developing new 
plantations, and obtain land use permission from 
communities using a process known as ‘Free, Prior 
and Informed Consent’. Companies with NDPE 
policies in effect include Musim Mas, Golden-Agri
Resources, Wilmar International, Cargill and Asian

Picture: http://geographical.co.uk

Q: WHAT IS THE RSPO AND ITS CRITERIA 

FOR CERTIFICATION?

Agri. (Source: eco-business.com).
These requirements are reflected in the Roundtable on 
Sustainable Palm Oil’s certification system.

mailto:wongeelynn@yahoo.com
mailto:gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com


• Use your voice. Write to big companies, 
especially the biggest snack food and processed 
food companies, to voice your concern about 
deforestation and human rights violations. Sign 
petitions to big corporations and the 
government, and use these petitions to help 
educate others and raise awareness about why 
you make the choices you do.  

• Reducing your consumption of processed foods 
not only means reducing your dependence on 
palm oil and other vegetable oils, but also 
plastic packaging and the fuel miles your food 
had to travel to get to you. Think about 
whether it is important for you to have that 
packet of crisps or bar of chocolate right now, if 
there is the option of having a banana or corn 
on the cob instead. 

• Learn about new technologies that are cleaning 
up the palm oil industry and which companies 
are investing in these technologies. It is not all 
bad news. In 2017, the Malaysian Palm Oil 
Board (MPOB) and Orion Genomics developed 
a cheap plastic device with which subsistence 
farmers could punch samples from the leaves 
of their young palm plants. The samples are 
mailed to a laboratory which carries out 
molecular testing and informs the farmers 
which plants are viable, and which plants are a 
bad investment. This would help farmers 
reliably boost yields and reduce the motivation 
to spread oil palm plantations into forested 
areas, as less land would be needed to 
generate the same yield. (Source: 
bigthink.com) Products and technologies such 
as these which improve quality over quantity 
can ultimately reduce the need to keep 
opening up new lands for new plantings. 

Environmental organisations and investors have 
routinely criticised RSPO for failing to provide a 
credible assurance that CSPO is truly sustainable. Its 
current principles and criteria do not require 
companies to stop expanding onto peatlands or to 
stop clearing forest as per the High Carbon Stock 
approach. The auditors that verify company 
compliance to RSPO standards have also been 
accused of malpractice and corruption. 

Activists have also criticised the speed and 
effectiveness with which RSPO investigates and 
resolves complaints made against its members. Some 
complaints have taken years to resolve, while other 
companies have allegedly been let off the hook too 
easily. The UK and Washington DC-based non-profit 
organisation, Environmental Investigation Agency 
(EIA), released a 2015 report on malpractices by RSPO 
auditors, which included failure to spot violations and 
even abetting companies with cover-ups. The report 
suggested that RSPO-certified consumer products 
could be “tainted with human trafficking, rights 
abuses and the destruction of biodiversity.” 

The RSPO is also making very little progress when it 
comes to ethics traceability in the world’s palm oil 
supply chain. In its 2016 report, RSPO admitted that 
the problem of child labour in palm oil plantations 
makes it “clearer that much work needs to be done.” 
(Source: triplepundit.com)

EIA and another non-profit organisation, Grassroots, 
found that monitoring of the RSPO system is not 
carried out by RSPO or its auditors, but by NGOs and 
communities. 

GREEN LIVING
Many complaints of violations of RSPO’s principles 

and criteria, including some that were confirmed by 
the RSPO’s Complaints Panel, exposed an 
unfortunate truth: The world’s only global palm oil 
certification system – meant to ensure 
sustainability, human rights, labour standards, 
respect for the law and environmental protection in 
the sector – fails to achieve what it was set up to 
do. (Source: theecologist.org) 

…..continued from previous page
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Q: BUT WAIT! WHAT IS THIS I HEAR 
ABOUT CRITICISMS OF THE RSPO AND 
ITS CERTIFICATION SYSTEM?

Q: IF THE WORLD’S ONLY CERTIFICATION 
BODY IS NOT CREDIBLE, WHAT CAN I DO 
AS A CONSUMER?

• Lack of awareness is a major issue. Make a 
conscious effort to learn about the exact 
ingredients of the products you purchase. 
Europe is leading the way with the introduction 
of mandatory labelling of products containing 
vegetable oils. 

• WWF International stated in 2014 that Asian 
markets, being the biggest consumers of palm oil 
products, could drive and shape the industry. 
What you buy, and what you demand from 
manufacturers and producers, will force brands 
to act. Businesses will have to buckle to 
consumer pressure to be more transparent and 
responsible.

• Greenpeace International advises that the RSPO 
standards are not strong enough to prevent 
deforestation, and advises companies to seek 
certification with the Charter of the Palm Oil 
Innovation Group. Look out for these other 
certification bodies and groups and read about 
the companies and manufacturers whose 
products you most frequently purchase. 
Responsible sourcing will boost a brand. 
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Eco Kids Can’t do it all ECO KIDS

Contributed by Ng Zhang Hui
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Eco Kids Can’t do it all ECO KIDS
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Now that the 2018 General Elections are over, I

believe voters on both sides of the political divide

can agree on one issue – that too much waste has

been generated by both political coalitions during

the campaign period. The sheer amount of waste

generated and public funds and political donations

expended in producing campaign materials and

carrying out campaigns has an environmental and

social impact.

I am of the opinion that the existing campaign

spending cap of RM200,000 for each Parliamentary

seat and RM100,000 for each State seat under the

Election Offences Act 1954 is sufficient and should

not be raised. We have seen for ourselves that an

increasingly informed electorate is not swayed by

handouts or the number of flags or banners, but

has progressively relied more and more on social

media, the internet and other independent sources

of news to keep itself abreast of political news and

developments. The funding of, and spending for,

election campaigns are therefore not as necessary

as we are led to believe it to be. A draft Political

Donations and Expenditure Bill to curtail

corruption and money politics was presented to

the Attorney-General in 2017 but was not tabled in

Parliament before the 14th General Elections.

There is now a pressing need to table and review

this Bill in the interests of transparency and

integrity.

Apart from the link between political donations,

undue influence and corruption, as an

environmentally-minded citizen, I am of the

opinion that enforcing the election campaign

spending cap, monitoring donations and having

clear guidelines on election spending and

campaigning will pressure political parties and

their campaign teams to be more careful about how

funds are used, and this may in turn result in less

indiscriminate production and display of election

campaign paraphernalia.

During the recent campaign period, the sheer

volume and density of election posters and flags in

some areas pose a hazard to road-users and

citizens. Traffic lights and signs are obscured and

pedestrians have to look out for falling makeshift

billboards and flagpoles. Restrictions on the

number of physical campaign materials that each

candidate is allowed to display in each area will.

force campaign teams to be more discerning 

and mindful as to what and how many materials 

to produce and where to affix them

It is not enough that political parties remove all 

campaign materials within 14 days after polling 

day. To demonstrate their commitment to the 

environment and prudent use of resources, 

political parties should endeavour to avoid 

generating excessive waste in the first place. 

We currently have non-governmental 

organisations collecting used and discarded 

party banners for repurposing and ‘upcycling’ 

into tote bags, sleeping mats for the homeless 

and the like. While this is creative and 

commendable, it should not be the 

responsibility of NGOs to find ways to delay 

the journey of campaign materials to the 

landfill. It should be the responsibility of 

parties, candidates and their campaign teams to 

find ways to reduce the amount of waste going 

to landfills and the corresponding expenses of 

collecting and transporting the waste

Continued on next page    ... 12

REDUCE WASTE AND CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT DURING AND AFTER ELECTION CAMPAIGNS

WONG EE LYNN

COORDINATOR,

GREEN LIVING SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP,

MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY

astroawani.com

Kualalumpurpost.net



LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Guidelines can be drawn up to put pressure on

candidates and their campaign teams to:

1. Reduce the amount of new campaign materials

produced;

2. Avoid using campaign materials that are toxic,

polluting or non-recyclable;

3. Produce more durable campaign materials

(especially party flags, caps and t-shirts) that can

be used over and over again;

4. Produce campaign materials that can be more

easily composted, recycled or repurposed;

5. Avoid nailing campaign materials to trees or

affixing campaign materials in environmentally-

sensitive areas, such as near nature reserves and

bird habitats;

6. Avoid producing, buying or using materials that

pose a threat to wildlife, such as styrofoam,

balloons, and firecrackers, and leaving exposed

wires and trailing strings after affixing campaign

materials, as these could harm pedestrians and

animals;

7. Ensure that assemblies and ceramah are held far

from known bird and wildlife habitats such as

urban parks and recreational forests, and reduce

noise and light pollution during such events;

8. Avoid giving out flyers and handouts during

election campaigns and assemblies; and

9. Provide campaign teams and agents with food and

water that is not served in single-use disposable

packaging.

The practice of providing food, gifts, goodie bags

and promotional materials during campaigns

should be eradicated completely as these not only

create waste and litter but constitute money

politics.

Although the General Elections typically take place

only once every five years, it is absurd to justify

wasteful and destructive practices on the basis

that the elections do not occur very frequently.

Election campaigns can and should be carried out

with as little harm on the environment and

community as possible. For political parties and

candidates, remember that your work is a better

testimony of your worth and better predictor of

your election success than any billboard, poster or

handout could ever be.
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REDUCE WASTE AND CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT DURING AND AFTER ELECTION CAMPAIGNS

WONG EE LYNN

COORDINATOR,

GREEN LIVING SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP,

MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY

…..continued from previous page

Continued on next page    ...

dkdayat

utusan.com

karyasign.com



ON WASTE MANAGEMENT AND PLASTIC 
POLLUTION

Both coalitions promised to improve solid 
waste collection services and ease of recycling. 
Yet Barisan Nasional proposed to reverse the 
ban on free plastic bags in Pakatan states, and 
has allowed the plastics manufacturing industry 
to be a powerful lobby. In Pakatan states, the 
ban on free plastic bags has normalized waste 
reduction practices and encouraged consumer 
environmental responsibility, but the 
replacement of styrofoam food packaging with 
other forms of plastic packaging that are 
neither biodegradable nor collected and 
recovered for recycling has cancelled some of 
the benefits of the plastic bag and styrofoam
ban.

According to a 2015 study published in 
Science journal, Malaysia is among the top 8 
highest-offending ocean plastic polluters in the 
world. Malaysia is one of the 200 countries 
which signed the December 2017 UN resolution 
on microplastics and marine litter, but has to 
date not been seen to do anything constructive 
to reduce plastics production, consumption and 
disposal, although the Selangor State 
Government has been regularly cleaning up its 
beaches, which, while commendable, 
constitutes a treatment of the symptoms and 
not the cause.

…..continued from previous page

Both coalitions need to create incentives for 
waste reduction and alternatives to plastics and 
other harmful and wasteful materials and 
industries. The environment cannot wait. 
Already human and animal health and food 
security have been adversely affected by 
plastics pollution and poor waste management 
practices. 

Voters are becoming better informed, and 
will not stand for environmental tokenism by 
either political coalition. It cannot be the job of 
concerned citizens, non-governmental 
organizations and volunteers alone to protect 
and speak up for Malaysia’s natural 
environment and resources. Malaysia stands to 
gain more economic benefits and ecosystem 
services from keeping its forests, mangroves 
and other environmentally-sensitive areas intact 
and biologically diverse, than from issuing 
permits for logging, mining and road 
construction. The time to act for the 
environment is now. Environmental 
conservation should be each political coalition’s 
main consideration in all its policies and 
decisions, and not an afterthought. 

Election pledges on the Environment

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

observerbd.com 14voiceofrenewables.com

waterfallsurvivors.blogspot



All events times and venues are correct at time of printing. For latest updates, contact the Special Interest Group or check the MNS  
website regularly. Booking priority will be given to the organizing branch‘s members unless stated otherwise

Calendar of Activities

June – September  2018

Date :  2 June 2018 (Saturday) Time: 9.30 am

Location: MNS HQ Auditorium, KL

"When we face a tree, we can recognize it as a representative of a species but also 
as a continuously growing, dying and rejuvenating organism in interaction with its 
environment. The observation of trees architecture has been introduced relatively 
recently as a tool to assess this dynamics of trees development in natural and man-
made environments. This talk will illustrate how knowledge of inherited growth 
processes and development patterns helps us to observe and understand the way a 
given tree is growing and adapting to its environmental constrains. This introduction 
on tree growth processes will challenge the way we look at trees and open the door 
to new questions such as if they should be considered as individual or colonial 
organisms."
Following the talk (from 10.30 onwards, you may join the Flora SIG volunteers for 
the regular monthly maintenance activities at the Urban Community Forest on Bukit 
Persekutuan. This is an opportunity for KL-ites to enjoy the forest and be part of a 
community greening project; right in the heart of the concrete jungle and a potent 
'counterpoint' to our daily stressful and busy lives.
Do drop us a line if you have any queries. Please do wear something suitable for the 
outdoors including long sleeves and pants, hats, gloves, sufficient drinking water. 
Please also do bring some light snacks or packed lunch, if you plan to participate in 
our activities until after mid-day.
Please follow-us on our Facebook group page 'MNS Selangor Branch Flora Group' for 
updates on this and other activities. You may also contact us by emailing 
to mnsflora@gmail.com or leave a comment on our Facebook event page. We look 
forward to connecting with you.

Public Talk - 'Introduction to tree architecture and 
development. ’
by Dr. Jean Weber SIG Flora Coordinator

FLORA GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH

KAKI REPAIR - MNS GREEN LIVING ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE 
REPAIR WORKSHOP

DATE: SATURDAY, 9TH JUNE 2018
TIME: 10.00 A.M. - 12.30 P.M.
LOCATION: MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY AUDITORIUM, JKR 641, JALAN 
KELANTAN, BUKIT PERSEKUTUAN, 50480 KUALA LUMPUR

Kaki Repair is a non-profit movement that conducts repair workshops to 
encourage society to develop the habit of solving problems and repairing things 
to reduce waste. Kaki Repair shares MNS Green Living's values of practicing 
environmental responsibility and the 5Rs. Workshop participants learn to 
diagnose and repair broken items themselves. Basic tools are provided on loan 
and there will be experienced community members and volunteers to assist you 
at the Workshop.

TO PARTICIPATE:
This event is limited to 30 participants and priority will be given to those with 
valid MNS memberships, i.e. non-members will be registered only if MNS 
members have not taken up all 30 spots. Participants are required to bring 
broken / malfunctioning electrical appliances (e.g. table fans, blenders, rice 
cookers, vacuum cleaners etc) for diagnosis and repair. Although Kaki Repair is a 
non-profit movement, donations are needed to keep it sustainable and active. 
Green Living requests each participant to make a minimum donation of RM20 to 
Kaki Repair, payable on the day of the Workshop itself.

TO VOLUNTEER:
Those with basic knowledge of and experience in repairing electrical appliances 
and equipment are strongly encouraged to come and volunteer and help to grow 
this movement.
Learn more about KakiRepair here:
Facebook Group : https://www.facebook.com/groups/kakirepair/
Homepage: http://kakidiy.com/kakirepair
Please register by emailing Ee Lynn at wongeelynn@yahoo.com with your name, 
MNS membership number and contact information before 5th June 2018. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their own drinking water and basic tools e.g. 
screwdrivers.
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MNS NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE (NEC) PROGRAMMES
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PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH

Date              :  29 May to 2 June 2018 (5 Days / 4 Nights).

Trip Cost is RM1450.00 per pax (double sharing).
* Trip cost includes accommodation, meals, guides, entrance fees and land 

transport
* Cost does not include air transportation, gratuities and personal 

expenditure.
*  A deposit of RM500 (non-refundable) is required to confirm your 

booking.
Call Salmah (+60126065919) to register your interest and receive a full 
itinerary and details of payments etc.

Join the MNS Selangor Branch Photo SIG as they visit Sabah in May 2018 to 
photograph wildlife in Sandakan and the Kinabatangan River. Orang Utans, 
Pigmy Elephants, Insects, and Reptiles, Proboscis Monkeys and lots more 
will be on our target list. Places are limited so reserve your place early.
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Kinabatangan, Sabah Photography trip
Date            :  24 to 29 July 2018

Venue              : MAPKL Publika White Box

In this year's exhibition we will be bring to you
Nature and nature-landscape, both local & overseas, it will also be 
part of our nature appreciation and environmental awareness to 
the public.

Some 60 images of 24" X 
36" and 36" X 54" 
canvas archiver prints 
will be exhibited by 
some 20 plus MNS 
Photo Group members 
in this coming 
Nature Thru The Lens 
2.0 photography 
exhibition. 
The event will be graced 
by our ex-president Tan 
Sri Salleh Md Nor.

All the prints are for 
sales and part of the 
proceed will goes 
towards MNS Photo 
Group.
Do make a date for this 
year's event which has 
been running for the 
second year

“Nature thru the Lens 2.0” Photography Exhibition

tel:+60 12-606 5919


PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH

Bako National Park offers the perfect introduction to Sarawak’s 
forests and wildlife. Wildlife thriving in the area includes the rather 
unusual potbellied Proboscis Monkeys, macaques, wild boar among 
others. Constant erosion over the years has turned the Bako coastline 
into unique cliff faces, sandstone structures and sea stacks.

The Photography Trip will focus on nature and landscape 
photography, encompassing Bako National Park, Kuching and its 
surrounding, cave in Bau, etc.

Trip Cost is RM500.00 per pax.

• Trip cost includes accommodation, entrance fees and local 
transport.

• Cost does not include air transportation and personal 
expenditure.

Maximum participants: 18

To register, kindly submit membership details to NL Ling at 019 
8346623. Full payment is required to confirm your booking, on a first-
come first-served basis. The payment is non-refundable; however, it 
may be transferable.

Contact:Thong at H/P :+6016-6375622 WhatsApp, WeChat, Viber, Line. Off:0340248896

MOUNTAIN GOAL ADVENTURE CONSULTANT (742912-V)
Website: http://www.mymountaingoal.com E-mail: goalus@mymountaingoal.com

Mt. Rinjani is the second highest volcanic peak 
in Indonesia, part of celebrated “Ring of Fire”. 
The dramatic landscape was created over 
millions of year of cone - building, violent 
explosions, and erosion. Forested slopes rising 
directly from the sea create their own 
weather pattern and act as water-collectors 
for the whole of Lombok.

A model for ecotourism in Indonesia, the 
community-based activities are focused on the 
Rinjani Trek Centre  (RTC) in Senaru, the most 
popular starting point for the tough trek. 
Developed with NZ Government assistance 
since 1999, the RTC embodies under one roof 
the unique partnership of the National Park, 
tourism industry and local communities,forged
to protect the Rinjani mountain environment.

One free training trip will be provided .
Further info please sign in: 
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/RinjaniRegi
on.htm

Mt Rinjani (3726M) Trip 
from 24/08/18 to 28/08/18 (5D4N)

Walk through villages, climb through forests 
into the Annapurna Sanctuary, a valley 
surrounded by high Himalayan peaks. A great 
opportunity to get into the mountains without 
the altitude problems of Mt. Everest.

Spectacular landscape views of the Himalayas. 
Altitudes of 4130m are reached, and a 
reasonable level of physical fitness is required 
to comfortably complete this expedition. 

Two free training trips will be provided.
Further info please sign in : 
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/AnnapurnaR
egion.htm

Annapurna Base Camp Via Poon Hill 
Trek (4130M) from 19/10/2018 to 

1/11/2018 (14D13N)

Date       : 8-11 September 2018 (4 Days/3 Nights)

Photography Trip to 
Bako National Park/Kuching, Sarawak
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PATHFINDERS GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH

Date              :  20 – 22 July 2018.

" The Lost Waterfall Exploration" is one of the packages exploring Nature by 
4W4. This whole journey will take 3D2N of trekking and camping at Jerantut, 
Pahang. We will cover 5 waterfalls in 2 days which is Lata Lebah, The Lost 
Waterfall, Lata Permaisuri, Lata Telor and Lata Teres.

The places we are going to cover are nicely reported in an old Utusan news: 
http://ww1.utusan.com.my/utusan/info.asp?y=2008&dt=1129&pub=utusa
n_malaysia&sec=Pelancongan&pg=pl_01.htm

Charges – RM480 non member/RM460 MNS member ( Deposit RM200)

Charges included:
1. Transport (4X4 Vehicle, from Jerantut town)
2. Guides
3. Crew
4. Meals (8 times meal)
5. Permit
6. Group Insurance
7. Car Park Fee
8. Safety Kit and Emergency 4X4 Service 

Person In Charge: Yee Yee 012-6706490
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Lost Waterfall Ulu Salan

Photo credit to Jimmy Chew

Picture: vietprivatetours.com

Kedondong waterfall

Date              :  3 June 2018.

The recreation park of the Kedongdong river is located alongside the 

road from Batang Kali to Gohtong Jaya in the genting Highlands. It is 

quite basic, with some stalls, a popular place during the weekends for 

family picnics.

Considered an easy route for trekking, the small waterfall with pretty 

cascades also comes with a moderately deep pool.

There are also huge boulders embedded in the river bed, which provide 

a place to relax in between swims.

Sg Pisang waterfall

Date :  8 July 2018.

An easy hike, just short of an hour from car to waterfall, and most of 

it flat and along the river. Easily accessible offering a nice mixture of a 

challenge for a beginner as well as being not too taxing but satisfying.

http://ww1.utusan.com.my/utusan/info.asp?y=2008&dt=1129&pub=utusan_malaysia&sec=Pelancongan&pg=pl_01.htm


PATHFINDERS GROUP, SELANGOR BRANCH
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Date            :  6 -12 September 2018

This trip will cover Sapa and Ninh Binh in 7 days 6 nights and activities include 
a day tour around Sapa, Mt Fansipan 2D1N trek, staying at ethnic homestay, a 
2-day tour around Ninh Binh which includes a 2-hour boat ride at Trang An 
and Tam Coc rice fields, and other attractions as well.

Charges - USD 360 (Deposit USD 50)

Charges included:
1. Accommodation 2 nights Homestay at Sapa, 2 nights at Ninh Binh

(Both is either twin or queen sharing)
2. Bus fare from Hanoi to Sapa, Sapa to Ninh Binh
3. Airport transfer from Hanoi Airport to Old Quarters and Ninh Binh

to Hanoi Airport
4. Mt Fansipan 2D1N
5. Chartered Van for a day tour at Sapa
6. Ninh Binh 2 days tour
7. Minivan transport

For both trips
Person In Charge: Yee Yee at 012-6706490
*Due to the nature of our work, we may not able to attend your 
phone call. We prefer FB message or whatsapp.

Do join MNS Selangor Branch Pathfinders Group Facebook for more info. 

Trip to Sapa and Ninh Binh, Vietnam

Picture: vietprivatetours.com

Sapa ranks along Ha Long Bay and Hoi An in terms of attracting tourists solely 
on the merit of its natural beauty and surrounding attractions. It’s particularly 
rich in opportunities for treks, homestays and (on clear days) the kinds of 
panoramic views that leave travel writers searching for fresh adjectives and a 
larger camera memory card.

Sapa is voted to be the best trekking spot in Vietnam, by both natives and 
foreigners. The whole district is dominated by The Hoang Lien Son mountain 
range, which also includes Mt. Fan Si Pan- the highest peak in Vietnam and the 
entire Indochina peninsula with the height of 3143m. This mount is not only a 
tough challenge to trekking enthusiasts but also an opportunity to witness the 
splendid mountainous vista.

Ninh Binh province is located in northern Vietnam, about 100km south of 
Hanoi. With its hundreds of limestone cliffs emerging from the ground 
scattered across the rice fields, this region is appropriately nicknamed the 
“Halong Bay in land”. Apart from this stunning scenery, Ninh Binh is a great 
opportunity to peek into the rural way of living. It’s all very laid-back and 
serene, just how the Vietnam experience should be.

Not only is Ninh Binh a sight for sore eyes, it is one of the best opportunities to 
see the rural way of living in Vietnam. The whole province is super relaxed, 
there’s barely any traffic, the roads are wide and flat, foreigners are few and 
far between, touts are minimal and it felt extremely surreal – just how the 
Vietnam experience should be. It was a breath of fresh air from the hustle and 
bustle of Hanoi, that’s for sure. No photos can do this place justice!

Setinggi Waterfalls 
Date            :  5 August 2018

A day trip to Setinggi Waterfalls at 

Serendah, a hidden gems in Selangor. The 

small pool at the base was ideal for cooling 

off after 90 minutes of easy walking.

Setinggi Fall is a small but relatively 

unspoilt waterfall in Serendah. Thanks to 

its remote location it cannot be accessed 

by cars and mainstream waterfall visitors.



Location: Everywhere in Malaysia

The annual bird survey returns for its 9th year with the theme ‘Habitats matter to you and me!’

The survey monitors birds found around you - gardens, parks, housing estates, cities and
kampung – and over the time, we will detect any changes in their number and population
distribution.
In order to ensure only the high quality data is collected, please adhere to the survey’s
protocols. Please check our website, www.mygardenbirdwatch.com for further information
about this project.
MY Garden Birdwatch is a non-profit project run by the Bird Conservation Council of the
Malaysian Nature Society, sustained by volunteers of various backgrounds who have a soft
spot for birds.

Date           :  2 or 3 June 2018

MY Garden Birdwatch 2018 Survey
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BRANCH COMMITTEE  2017-2019

JOHOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/
MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/
Chairman      Abbott Chong Ching Hua

abbott_chong@yahoo.com
Vice Chair     -
Secretary      Belinda Wong Mei Lang

belinda@bellogistics.com

KEDAH BRANCH
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan 
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, Kedah
Chairman       Left. Kol Husamuddin bin 

Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com
Vice Chair      Mohamad Yani Madewnus

madew75@gmail.com
Secretary       Phang Fatt Khow

fkphang05@yahoo.com

KELANTAN BRANCH
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com
Chairman      Amir Hamzah B Abdul Shukor

amir7711@gmail.com
Vice Chair     Zulhazman Hamzah

zulhazman@umk.edu.my
Secretary      Nazahatul Anis Amaludin

anisamaludin@gmail.com

LANGKAWI BRANCH
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Chairman      Borhan Hamid

brobob@ymail.com
Vice Chair      -
Secretary       Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel

daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo
.com

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH
Chairman      Dr Zorina Khalid

drzorina@yahoo.com.my
Vice Chair      Lee Seng Hong

leesenghong88@gmail.com
Secretary       June Teng

MNS.N9Melaka@gmail.com

PAHANG BRANCH
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg
Chairman       Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar

versed_anggerik@yahoo.com
Vice Chair      Chin Wai Fatt

chinwaifatt@yahoo.com
Secretary       Chow Mee Foong

chowmeefoong@yahoo.com

PENANG BRANCH
Nature Information Centre (NIC),
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga,
10350 Penang.   Tel: 04-2273673
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call 
before visiting)
https://www.facebook.com/
malaysiannaturalsociety/
Email: mnspenang@yahoo.com
Chairman      Tan Choo Eng

chooengtan@yahoo.com
Vice Chair     Tajul Arosh Baroky

tajul_ab@yahoo.com
Secretary      Tan Pek Tao, Peggy

tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY   

PERAK BRANCH
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden 
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak
mnsperak@gmail.com
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com
Chairman      Ooi Beng Yean

bengyean@gmail.com
Vice Chair     Zaharil Dzulkafly

zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com
Secretary      Georgia Tham Yim Fong

georgi8tham@yahoo.com

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH
Chairman      Anna Wong

annawg888@gmail.com
Vice Chair     Jimmy Omar

jemyomar@gmail.com
Secretary      Nur Syamimi Makbul

mimimakbul@yahoo.com

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH
Chairman      Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi

hattasawabi@gmail.com
Vice-Chair     Ooi Chin Hock

ooichinhock@gmail.com
Secretary      Chong Ket Vui Dusun

dusun_chong@yahoo.com

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH
mnskuching@gmail.com
Chairman        Rose Au Nyat Jun

anyatjun@yahoo.com
Vice Chair       Johan Roslan

kaboy71@gmail.com
Secretary        Audrey Dominic Neng

audreyneng@gmail.com

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH
mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: mnsmiri.blogspot.com
Chairman         Iqbal B Abdollah

9w8iqa@gmail.com
Vice Chair        Musa Musbah

sammua@yahoo.com
Secretary         Achmed Azizie B Marzuki

achmedazizie@hotmail.com

SELANGOR BRANCH
c/o MNS HQ address
https://www.facebook.com/ mnsselangor
branch
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com
Chairman        Pasupathy Jayaraj

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com
Vice Chair       Wong Ee Lynn

wongeelynn@yahoo.com
Secretary        Grace Chin Haw Yiing

gracehychin@gmail.com

TERENGGANU BRANCH
1926 Bukit Kubang Jambu,
20050 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu
mnsterengganu@gmail.com
Chairman       Wong Chee Ho

cheeho04@live.com
Vice Chair      Prof Sulong bin Ibrahim

sulong@umt.edu.my
Secretary        Dr Chong Ju Lian

julianchong78@gmail.com

MNS HQ
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan,
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on
Jalan Mahameru)
Open: Mondays – Fridays  9 am–5:30 pm
T: 03-2287 9422     F: 03-2287 8773
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my
Membership:      Leong Wee Chin

22

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com


PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made 
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors 
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the 
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit for length and content.

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and 

other interesting news. Do like the page at this 

link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist 

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ names (max. 
800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 
480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. must reach the Editor by the 
13th of each month (unless noted otherwise) via the following 
e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com.

Advertising rates:
Classifieds            : RM5 per column inch
Quarter page ad : RM30 
Half page ad        : RM60

Payments:
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’. 
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352. 
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement         

to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:
3 adverts paid in advance    – 5% off published rate;
6 adverts paid in advance    – 10% off published rate;
9 adverts paid in advance    – 15% off published rate;
12 adverts paid in advance  – 20% off published rate.

Computer Recycling Collection Centre
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a 
designated recycling collection centre for old computers 
and computer parts by the Penang City Council. 
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the 
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling 
establishment. 
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or 
check out Penang Branch web pages.

Attention: Members

Editor - This issue : Lee Meng Lai        Next issue:  Dinghong Yao
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