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Our group trip to Sabah in May 2018 consisted 
of 12 trigger-happy nature photographers and 
nature lovers. Salmah and Stewart Forbes did 
an excellent job in organising everything from 
accommodation to guides to transportation in 
Sandakan and Kinabatangan.
	 Our	first	stop	was	at	Labuk	Bay,	in	time	
to watch the proboscis monkeys and silver 
leaf langurs rushing for their lunch. The up-
close and personal experience with these 
animals	is	unforgettable,	especially	with	the	
langurs,	as	they	are	more	sociable	and	do	
come very close to be photographed. I loved 
watching the mummy monkeys with their cute 
‘gold’ fur babies.
 Sandakan has yet another hidden gem 
- the Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC). The 
RDC is just 24km outside of Sandakan and 
is touted as the most accessible rainforest in 
Sabah. Visitors can discover the wonders of 
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rainforest	flora	and	fauna	through	a	series	of	
trails	and	canopy	walks.	Mirwan,	our	guide,	
showed	us	the	secret	nest	of	the	giant	flying	
squirrel and some of us were lucky enough to 
see	it	fly,	but	they	had	to	wait	until	sunset.

 After a good night’s rest at the Sepilok 
Jungle	Resort,	we	went	to	the	Orang	Utan	
Rehabilitation	Centre	and	the	Sun	Bear	
Conservation Centre the next morning. The 
former allows visitors to view juvenile orang 



2

... Continued from page 1

Continue on next page...

Orang Utan

utans	play	and	feed	from	glassed	up	confines.	
The more matured rehabilitated orang utans 
roam	freely,	under	the	watchful	eye	of	their	
wardens. One important rule for visitors of the 
Orang	Utan	Rehabilitation	Centre	-	no	bag	or	
backpack or loose item of clothing allowed as 
our hairy friends have been known to have fun 
as snatch thieves.
	 The	Sun	Bear	Conservation	Centre	
is	just	round	the	corner	from	the	Orang	Utan	
Rehab Centre. The sun bears are allowed to 
roam	freely,	though	out	of	reach	of	the	visitors.	
The wardens seem very familiar with the 
background	of	each	sun	bear,	their	condition	
prior to adoption by the centre. A fact I learnt 
about	the	sun	bear	-	they	each	have	a	unique,	
natural	‘collar’,	which	is	a	patch	of	coloured	fur	
just above their chest. 
 After yet another delicious lunch at the 
Mango	Garden	Restaurant,	our	group	set	off	
on a 2.5-hour drive to Kinabatangan. There 
was an air of anticipation and excitement - 
pygmy	elephants,	tarsiers	and	crocodiles	were	
high on the wish list of the team.   
	 We	had	our	first	of	6	river	cruises	on	
our second day afternoon. With the assistance 
of	Mohammad,	our	very	experienced	nature	
guide,	we	saw	2	pygmy	elephants,	4	different	
species	of	hornbills,	a	baby	crocodile	and	
various species of shore birds and raptors. 
How cool is that!!!
	 Over	the	next	3	days,	we	saw	more	
species	of	hornbills	(perched	and	in	flight),	a	
rare	storm	stork,	a	buffy	fish	owl	(at	our	Nature	
Lodge	in	Kinabatangan),	a	pair	of	scarlet	
rumped	trogons,	2	species	of	broadbills,	
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crested	serpent	eagle,	grey	headed	fish	eagle,	
another sighting of pygmy elephants and the 
ultimate highlight - an orang utan twice sighted 
high	up	on	a	tree,	in	her	nest.	
 While the team was exhilarated by 
these	rare	sightings,	it	became	evident	that	
the destruction of the animals’ natural habitat 
has forced them to move closer to the more 
exposed	riverine	environment.	Indeed,	we	
could see palm oil estates on certain stretches 
of	the	Kinabatangan	River.	Let’s	hope	our	new	
Malaysia will place greater importance on the 
protection and conservation of our country’s 
natural heritage.

~ Article by Chan Swee Peng

Group photo by George Ng

Continue on next page...
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71st AGM 
Council Election Rules

Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) Members elect 
the Council to govern the Society every two years. 
Eleven (11) Council Members are elected for a 
term of two years and they meet four times a year 
to discuss and agree the strategic direction of the 
Society’s work on behalf of the members. This 
guidance note is intended to provide you with a 
summary of the the nomination process and the 
core roles and duties of a member of MNS Council. 
1. ANY MEMBER WISHING TO BE 

NOMINATED FOR A POSITION ON THE 
2018/2020 COUNCIL, MUST COMPILE 
WITH THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

      • be an ordinary, life or adult family member,
      • be eligible to vote on the day of the AGM, 
            23 September 2018,
      • been a MNS member for at least two 
            years and been a fully paid up MNS 
            members continuously since 23 September 
            2017,
      • complete and sign the nomination paper,
      • ensure that two other MNS members who 
            are eligible to vote on 23 September 2018 
            also sign their nomination paper,
      • deposit the nomination paper with the MNS 
            Honorary Secretary by 17 August 2018 
            together with a profile statement of 

            themselves and what they can contribute to 
            the Society.

2. FOR MEMBERS WISHING TO BE 
NOMINATED AS PRESIDENT, VICE 
PRESIDENTS, HONORARY SECRETARY 
OR HONORARY TREASURER, THE 
FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
APPLY:

      • If a member wishes to be nominated for 
            the position of President or Vice President, 
            they need to have been members of the 
            Society for a minimum cumulative period 
            of at least four (4) years,
      • If a member wishes to be nominated 
            for the position of Honorary Secretary or 
            Honorary Treasurer and they hold an 
            appropriate qualification, they need only 
            to have been a member of MNS for a 
            minimum cumulative period of two years,
            otherwise they need to have been members 
            of the Society for a minimum cumulative 
            period of at least four (4) years,
      • shall not hold another elected, employed or 
            contracted position within the Society,
      • shall not have held any one of these 
            positions for the previous three (3) 
            consecutive terms,
      • for the position of President or Vice 
            Presidents, should have previously served 
            at least one two-year term as a Council 
            Member elected at a national AGM.

3. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
COUNCIL MEMBERS

      President and Vice-Presidents
      The President shall
      • lead the Council in managing the Society;
      • represent the Society in its dealings with 
            outside persons or bodies;
      • serve as Chairperson at all General and 
            Council meetings;
      • undertake such other responsibilities as may 
            be determined by the Council from time to 
           time.
           In the absence of the President, he, or 
           failing him the Council, shall nominate 
           either of the Vice-Presidents to execute such 
           powers and responsibilities as are vested in 
           the office of the President.
           The President, or in his absence the Vice-
           Presidents, may from time to time further 
           delegate authority vested in the office to any 
           other members of the Council as deemed 
           necessary.
           Either of the Vice-Presidents shall undertake 
            such responsibilities as determined by the 
            President from time to time.

     Honorary Secretary shall be responsible to:
     • maintain the records of the Society and 
            carry on its correspondence;
     • prepare and submit returns and documents 
            required by law;
     • keep minutes of all General, Council and 
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            Board of Trustees meetings;
     • maintain an up-to-date register of 
            membership; and
     • perform such other duties as may from time 
            to time be prescribed by the Council.

     Honorary Treasurer shall be responsible for 
     ensuring that:
     • a true and accurate account of all monies 
            received and expended by the Society is 
            kept;
     • all funds and monies are kept securely on 
            behalf of the Society and are disbursed by 
            him/her on that behalf;
     • no money or property of the Society or any 
             gain arising from the carrying on of the 
             Society shall be applied otherwise than for 
             the benefit of the Society as a whole;
      •  the accounting records are prepared and 
             approval sought from Council, prior to 
             presentation at the Annual General 
             Meeting.

NOTE  the President, both Vice Presidents, 
Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer are 
members of the Executive Committee (EXCO) 
and are expected to attend the monthly EXCO 
meetings.
      Each of the Elected Council Members shall:
      • act as an Advisor to the area within MNS, 
            best suited to their expertise and 
            experience;

      • carry out and fulfil their duties to MNS to 
            the best of their abilities;
      • attend Council Meetings when called (four 
            times per year); 
      
      Immediate Past President shall: 
      • ensure all official positions, documents and 
            other Presidential matters are handed over 
            to the incoming President by 22 October 
            2018;
      • ensure all the necessary help and support 
            is provided to facilitate a smooth transfer to 
            the incoming President;
      • continue to fulfil any duties already 
            assigned to them to the best of their 
            abilities.

       Each Branch Chair shall 
       • attend Council Meetings when called (four 
            times per year) to represent the Branch and 
            the ensure the interests of the Branch are 
            made known to the Council;
     • appoint a representative from the Branch 
            Committee if they are unable to attend.

All references are made based on the latest 
Constitution of the Society. 
Please send any queries to membership@mns.my 
 
Your nomination forms 
will arrive by the end of 
July.



10

Branch AGM 2018
Branch          Date         Venue            Time
  
Miri	Branch	 	 	 	 7	July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 GCM	Miri	 	 	 	 	 	 9.30am	to	12pm

Johor	Branch		 	 	 7	July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 Crystal	Crown	Hotel		 	 	 	 1.30pm	to	5.00pm

Kuching	Branch	 	 	 8	July	2018	(SUN)	 	 	 	 DBKU	Orchid	Garden,	Kuching	 	 	 2pm

Terengganu	Branch		 	 14	July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 Mesyuarat	Muzium	N.	Terengganu	 	 9.30am

Pahang	Branch	 	 	 15	July	2018	(SUN)		 	 	 Kuantan	legal	Aid	Centre,	B64,		 	 	 2.30pm
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Tingkat	1A,	Lorong	Tun	Ismail	6,	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Off	Jln	Tun	Ismail,	Kuantan

Kelantan	Branch	 	 	 20	July	2018	(FR1)	 	 	 	 Min	House	Camp	 	 	 	 	 3.30pm	–	6.30pm

Kedah	Branch	 	 	 21July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 3,	Jln	Timur	1,		 	 	 	 	 10am
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Kawasan	Perusahaan	Mergong	Barrage,	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 05150	Alor	Setar,	Kedah

Selangor	Branch	 	 	 21July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 MNS	HQ	Auditorium	 	 	 	 1pm

N	Sembilan	and	Melaka	Branch	 21July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 Agrostar	Farm	in	Seremban	 	 	 10am	to	12pm

Sandakan	Branch	 	 	 21July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 Mark	Lodge,	Indah	Jaya,	Batu	4	Sandakan	 3pm

Penang	Branch	 	 	 28	July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 Penang	Botanic	Garden	Office	 	 	 2.30pm

Sabah	branch	 	 	 28	July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 KK	wetland	centre	 	 	 	 	 2pm	–	5pm

Perak	Branch	 	 	 28	July	2018	(SAT)	 	 	 	 70	Jalan	Chan	Chee	Keong,		 	 	 4pm	–	6pm
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Ipoh	Garden	South,	31400	Ipoh
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Programme in brief

7 July (Saturday)
9am-1pm Public exhibition and School activities 
10am -1pm Firefly Komuniti workshop

Activities & talks by Komuniti groups
2pm-5pm Public activities by Alami KAWA/ MNS

Tree Planting/ Seed Potting
Mangrove boat ride & River clean up

6 pm Launching of World Firefly Day 
Firefly Play by Alami KAWA

7pm                     - Raya  dinner 
8pm-10.30pm    Firefly watching boat ride

8 July (Sunday)
9am-5pm Same programme as on Saturday
10am-1pm PAKAS Komuniti workshop
5.30pm Closing speech by MNS
7pm-10pm Firefly watching boat ride World Firefly Day 2018

7-8 July 2018
Theme: “We’re tiny and bright, please don’t forget us!”
Venue: Kampung Kuantan Firefly Center

https://fireflyersinternational.net/

The World Firefly Day was first announced during the International Firefly Symposium in 2017 in Taipeh, by the Fireflyers International Network
(https://fireflyersinternational.net/). This is a public awareness event and a conservation action day for the iconic insect around the world. All the

countries with fireflies will celebrated  during the first week of July every year. MNS would like to invite you to join us celebrate the World
Firefly Day n Kampung Kuantan, Malaysia's first community run firefly watching center since the 1970s.   
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SEAGRASSES – 
HIDDEN GEMS OF 
THE OCEAN
For those unfamiliar with the term ‘seagrass’, 
you might confuse it with its closest namesake, 
seaweed. Though they bear some similarities in 
terms of appearance (both are green, at least), they 
play vastly different roles in the marine ecosystem. 
 For example, seaweed is a large alga that 
grows in the sea or on rocks below the high-water 
mark. Seagrass, on the other hand, is a flowering 
plant that grows in shallow, sandy coastlines in 
sheltered waters. Seagrasses are the only group of 
flowering plants that inhabit the coastal and marine 
environment of the tropical region.
 Sadly, the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has identified 
seagrasses to be one of the ‘most declining 
ecosystems on Earth’, with seagrasses losing seven 
percent of known area per year. 
 This staggering statistic is why the 
Marine Group has made seagrass conservation an 
important talking point during its World Oceans 
Day (WOD) event this year. The event will be 
held on 11 and 12 August 2018 at Publika, Kuala 
Lumpur, and will feature information and materials 
on this ecosystem.

Important Functions

Unbeknownst to many of us, Malaysia hosts 
14 major species of seagrass in 78 sites along 
the coasts of both Peninsular Malaysia and East 

Malaysia. The most notable 
seagrass meadows can be found 
along Sepanggor Bay and Teluk 
Ambung in Sabah and the Pulai 
River Estuary in Johor.
 “The fact that it’s below 
the water surface and unseen 
makes it undervalued and 
unappreciated, but its existence 
is crucial for the health of the 
planet,” said Wong Wee Liem, 
the coordinator of the Marine 
Group.
 Although seagrasses 
covers only 0.1 percent of the 
total ocean floor, they ensure 
the survival of an assortment 
of invertebrates like squid, 
cuttlefish, shrimps, starfish, 
sea cucumbers, and yes, even 
seaweed. 
 Moreover, seagrasses help 
trap fine sediments and particles 
that are suspended in the water 
column, which increases water 
clarity and allows sunlight to 
reach plant life below its surface. 
Seagrasses also work to filter 
nutrients that come from land-
based industrial discharges and 
stormwater runoffs before these 
nutrients are washed out to sea 
and to other sensitive habitats 
such as coral reefs.

Seagrasses are the rainforests of the sea. - Flickr/NOAA Photo 
Library/Paige Gill

Continue on next page...



13

Threats to Seagrass

Seagrass is important as food for another 
threatened species – the dugong (see ‘Ladies of the 
Sea’). 
 As far back as 1992, scientists in Hervey 
Bay, Queensland, Australia, were able to link the 
death of a large number of dugongs in the area to 
the loss of seagrass meadows due to a cyclone that 
had stirred up sediments in the water and limited 
light intensity to the plants. 
 They proved that without their seagrass as 
a source of food, the dugongs had either starved or 
moved away. 
 However, man-made actions pose big 
threats to seagrass. These include water pollution, 
trawl fishing and dredging (removal of sediment 
from the sea floor). 
 In addition, the overexploitation of fertile 
coastal soil and poor land management can cause 
chemicals used in farming to flow into nearby 
water sources and boost algae growth in the area 
(eutrophication). Algae, in turn, grows along the 
surface of water sources and prevents sunlight from 
reaching the seagrass.
 Closer to home, however, the bigger 
issues are land reclamation and unsustainable 
development along our Malaysian coasts. For 
instance, commercial real estate development in 
Johor has buried intertidal seagrass meadows in 
Tanjung Kupang, the biggest meadow in Malaysia. 
 Such large-scale death of seagrasses is 
extremely unfortunate as “few people realise that 
the role of seagrass is like that of the rainforests,” 
said Wong. 
 With that said, there have been some steps 

taken to resolve these issues.

Conservation Programmes

Governments worldwide have been actively 
attempting to help seagrass growth by limiting 
damaging practices such as excessive trawling 

Man-made activities threaten seagrasses. - courtesy 
Adam Lim/Save Our Seahorses

and dredging, runoff pollution and harmful 
fishing practices such as dynamite or 
cyanide fishing. 
 Malaysia is part of the first 
coordinated global effort to conserve 
dugongs and their seagrass habitats. The 
Dugong and Seagrass Conservation Project 
is a multi-sectoral, multi-country effort 
working in eight countries in the Indo-
Pacific region. 
 Malaysia’s focus areas are Pulau 
Sibu and Pulau Tinggi, off Johor, and the 
Lawas waters of Sarawak. Objectives 
include operationalising a national 
plan of action, developing community 
understanding and management of seagrass 
and dugong resources, and supporting 
the establishment of a marine protected 
area. Project partners include government 
agencies, NGOs and research institutions.
 This year, through our WOD 
initiative, the Marine Group will also be 
playing our small part in raising awareness 
about seagrass and the need to conserve 
it, in collaboration with NGO Save Our 
Seahorses and seagrass expert Dr Jillian 
Ooi. So, do join us at WOD this 11 and 
12 August at Publika Shopping Gallery to 
explore the various aspects of and research 

being done about the amazing seagrass ecosystem.
 The Marine Group’s World Oceans Day 
2018 event highlights seagrasses as well as coral 
reefs, sharks and plastic pollution. Look out for 
posters by students of Monash University Malaysia 
and learn about turtles from Dr Chen Pelf Nyok 
of the Turtle Conservation Society of Malaysia, 

... Continued from page 12

Continue on next page...
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as well learn how to make natural scrub from 
Handmade Soaps Malaysia and beeswax wraps 
from The Kain Projects in support of low-income 
and refugee women.
 If you are interested in participating – 
whether to book a booth, hold a workshop, sell 
marine-friendly products, or just volunteer – 
contact Whei Li at mnsmarine.my@gmail.com. 
For updates, check out the WOD 2018 event page 
on Facebook and Instagram: mnsmarinegroup.
selangorbranch or register for workshops at: https://
mnsmarine.wordpress.com/2018/06/12/world-
oceans-day-2018/
Article by Darshana Dinesh Kumar, Marine Group
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LADIES OF THE SEA
Dugongs, the Marine Group’s mascot, have long 
been hailed as mythical and beautiful marine 
creatures, worthy of love, care and respect all 
round. In the region, ‘dugong’ in Tagalog actually 
translates to ‘lady of the sea’ and in Malay, it is 
similar to the word duyung -- mermaid.
 Globally, dugongs (Dugong dugon) have 
also long been associated with myths and legends 
– the Ark of the Covenant (a sacred chest made by 
the ancient Israelites according to the command 
and design of God) was reputedly protected by 
dugong hide, and it was the sighting of dugongs 
in ancient times that inspired the legends of 
mermaids. 
 Unfortunately, reality fails to paint as pretty 
a picture. 
 In Malaysia, dugongs today face a number 
of threats. These mammals are primarily found in 
the southern state of Johor, mainly around Sibu and 
Tinggi Islands and their adjacent islands.
 The threats include boat strikes and boat 
disturbances (effects of boat noise and physical 
presence on the surface of water). There are also 
cases of incidental entangling of dugongs in nets 
outside marine parks. What’s more, improper 
management of waste disposal, run-offs and 
oil spills are causing a reduction in the dugong 
population.
 Another blow to the dugong population is 
the destruction of seagrass habitats. Seagrass is 
the dugong’s primary source of food, and it goes 
without saying that the loss of seagrass equates to 
the loss of dugongs as well.
 Dugongs ar also threatened by incidental 

by-catches and destructive fishing practices such 
as trawling within marine parks and surrounding 
seagrass areas, and elsewhere by coastal 
development.
 The results of these actions are worrying, to 
say the least. 
 As a whole, dugongs are on the IUCN 
Red List as a Vulnerable species. In 2011, the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) labelled the dugong population in 
Southeast Asia and Japan as Endangered and 
Critically Endangered respectively. 
 Globally, dugongs are covered under 
three international conservation conventions: 
The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), 
the Convention on the International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) and the Convention on Migratory Species 
of Wild Animals (also known as CMS or the Bonn 
Convention).
 In Malaysia, dugongs are a totally protected 
species in Peninsular Malaysia under the Protection 
of Wildlife Act 1972, in Sabah under Wildlife 
Conservation Enactment 1997, and in Sarawak 
under the Wild Life Protection Ordinance 1998.
 However, to date, there has been little 
effective management intervention to reduce 
anthropogenic impacts on the dugong, apart from 
legislative protection. Other preventive methods 
are more pertinent to fishermen, which include 
protecting seagrass by not dragging boats over 
seagrass meadows. 
 Research-based NGOs like Marecet collect 
information about dugongs whether alive, stranded 
or dead (http://marecet.org). Likewise, everyone 
should report any activities that affect dugongs and 

Continue on next page...
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their habitats, such as the dumping of 
chemicals into rivers and the sea, to 
local municipal authorities.

The responsibility to preserve our 
marine environment falls on the 
shoulders of every one of us. Can we 
afford to lose our ladies of the sea? 

Dugongs and seagrass conservation 
will be part of the Marine Group’s 
World Oceans Day event this 11 
and 12 August in Publika Shopping 
Gallery.

Article by Darshana Dinesh Kumar, 
Marine Group
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ECO KIDS

The Secret Behind 
Your TOYS
These toys look attractive but there is a 
secret behind it.

Photo credit: mammot, hoopingforhope.org, Toys “R” Us

Most of us get bored of our toys a short 
while after we buy it and our toys mostly 
break or gets spoiled after a year or more...
...so the toys get thrown away.

When our toys get thrown out it creates 
trash on the earth…

 
Photo credit: The Progressive Pulse - NC Policy Watch

...and animals also mistake it for food.

 
Photo credit: Pinterest

That is the secret behind your toys.

What can parents and children do 
about it?

Sell or donate the toys you don’t want.
If you have good condition toys that you 
don’t want, give them away to someone who 
appreciates them or sell them. 

Above: Agnes sells away her toys. Photo 
from the movie Despicable Me 3

Don’t throw broken toys away. Fix them.
Before throwing away your broken toy, 
think whether it is possible to fix it. It will 
cut down wastage by doing that.

Left: I fixed my 
doll’s broken leg 
with tape and it is 
still as fun to play 
with

Continue on next page...
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 Create your toys out of old items 
Before buying a toy, think whether it is 
possible to create one out of old items

 
Above: The 3 year old me playing with old 
yoghurt tubs

Save your allowance or work for your toy
You would appreciate your toy much more 
when you save up or work for it. One idea to 
raise funds for your toy is to sell things at 
your neighborhood such as snacks 

... Continued from page 16
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GREEN LIVING COLUMN

THE GREEN ROLE OF 
THRIFT STORES 
Thrift stores, book exchanges, clothing swaps, 
secondhand stores, jumble sales and bundle 
stores are becoming increasingly popular among 
environmentally-conscious and financially-savvy 
consumers as good sources of bargains and 
interesting finds. 
 Reusing resources through thrift stores 
and other secondhand sales and swaps help the 
environment in the following ways:

1. By reducing the carbon footprint in the 
manufacturing, transportation and disposal 
processes.

2. By boosting community development, 
creating jobs and raising funds for non-profit 
organisations.

3. By encouraging recycling and the energy and 
resource savings that come from recycling.

4. Fact: Recycling cotton uses only 2.6% of the 
energy and recycling polyester uses only 1.8% 
of the energy that would have gone into making 
new clothes from virgin materials. 

5. (Sources: https://www.journals.elsevier.com/
resources-conservation-and-recycling/ and 
https://www.treehugger.com/style/974-net-
energy-savings-from-reusing-cotton-clothing-
lca-the-salvation-army.html) 

6. By reducing the landfill space needed to 

accommodate household waste.
7. Fact: Almost 100% of clothing and textiles are 

recyclable or reusable, yet 85% of it ends up in 
landfills.

8. (Source: http://worldwearproject.com/)
9. By reducing the water footprint of growing 

cotton for the fashion industry.
10. Fact: Growing 1kg of cotton requires over 

20,000 litres of water. (Source: http://wwf.
panda.org/our_work/water/freshwater_
problems/thirsty_crops/cotton/)

HERE’S ONE WAY TO HELP: 
One of the better-known thrift stores in Selangor 
is Jumble Station, managed by Parents Without 
Partners Berhad, an organisation that provides 
assistance to single parents and their children (Visit 
their Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/
Parents-Without-Partners-137086703817498/).

 Green Living SIG strongly encourages its 
supporters to visit, browse and shop at Jumble 

Station’s Thrift Store at the Jumble Station PWP 
Shop, Level P1, The School, Jaya One, No. 72 A, 
Jalan Universiti, 46200 Petaling Jaya. 
 If you have clean, usable items such as 
clothes, household items, functioning electronic 
appliances, books, toys and furniture to donate, you 
can deliver your contributions to Jumble Station’s 
recycling and collection centres which also double 
up as thrift stores at:
1. Jumble Station F1-01-05, Angsana Flats, 

Subang Mewah, USJ 1, 47620 Subang, 
Selangor; and

2. Jumble Station PWP Recycling Counter, Level 
P1, The School, Jaya One, No. 72 A, Jalan 
Universiti, 46200 Petaling Jaya. 

Green Living SIG will also be assisting members 
of the public in collecting and delivering donated 
items to Jumble Station at the following locations 
on the following dates:
1. Event: Community Eco Festival jointly  
            organised by MNS Selangor and MBPJ 
            Date: Saturday, 14th July 2018
            Time: 9.00 a.m. – 2.30 p.m.
            Location: Green Living booth, Taman 
                             Rimba Riang, Section 9, Kota 
                             Damansara
2. Event: MNS Selangor Branch AGM
            Date: Saturday, 21st July 2018
            Time: 2.00 – 5.00 p.m.
            Location: MNS Auditorium

By Wong Ee Lynn (wongeelynn@yahoo.com / 
gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com)
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wildlife trade

Date: 7 July 2018
Venue : Auditorium, MNS HQ
Time : 9.30 - 10.30 am
A talk by Selangor Branch Flora SIG

Malaysia remains a hotbed for an illicit trade 
in	protected	animals.	Local	enforcement	
authorities have had some success in 
catching	perpetrators	of	wildlife	trafficking,	
however there is still a long way to go before 
the buying and selling of “exotic” animals as 
pets and ingredients in traditional medicine 
can be stamped out.
	 Netizen	traffickers	and	buyers	
of poached and smuggled wildlife totally 
disregard	wildlife	laws,	and	Malaysians	are	
largely disconnected from nature. There 
seems little concern for how wild pets may 
have	been	sourced	–	if	adults	were	killed	to	
acquire juveniles or if they were stolen from 
Malaysian	forests	or	another	country,	stuffed	
into	suitcases	and	smuggled,	countless	dying	
along the way.
		 Malaysians	need	to	‘wake-up’,	to	
acknowledge the problem; and start taking 
concrete actions to resolve this issue. 
This include stepping up educational and 
awareness	campaigns	across	the	country,	
both	online	and	offline.	Educational	activities	
must be complemented with a rigorous 
crackdown	on	all	forms	of	animal	trafficking	
throughout the sales chain from seller to 
buyer. Malaysian authorities will need to get 
much	tougher	on	wildlife	traffickers.	Malaysian	
citizens	themselves	will	need	to	act,	such	
as to report illegal wildlife trade they may 
witness.

This is sourced from http://cleanmalaysia.
com/2017/04/07/time-get-tough-animal-trafficking
	 Following	the	talk,	from	10.30	onwards,	you	
may join the Flora SIG for the annual AGM meeting. 
A	simple	lunch	will	be	provided	after	the	AGM,	please	
bring	your	own	cutlery,	plates	and	cups.
 Do follow-us on our Facebook group page 
‘MNS	Selangor	Branch	Flora	Group’	for	updates	on	
this and other activities. You may also contact us by 
emailing	to	mnsflora@gmail.com	or	leave	a	comment	
on our Facebook event page. We look forward to 
connecting with you.

COMMUNITY ECO FESTIVAL
Date: 14 July 2018
Venue : Taman Rimba Riang, 
             Jalan Rimba Riang 9/1, 
             Kota Damansara, 
             47810 Petaling Jaya
Time : 8.00 am - 2.00 pm
Co-Organised By Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) 
Selangor Branch & 
Majlis Bandaraya Petaling Jaya (MBPJ)

All are welcome! Please invite your friends, family 
and neighbours to join us for a day of environmentally-
responsible community-centred fun! Meet volunteers from 
MNS, MBPJ and other community organisations, participate 
in a tree-planting campaign, compete in the Community Eco 
IQ Hunt, help clean up our forest trails and park, and learn 
more about sustainable choices and outdoor nature-related 
activities!

PROGRAMME
8.00 a.m. – Booths open to visitors.
9.00 a.m. – Opening speech by MBPJ Mayor Dato’ Mohd 
Azizi Bin Mohd Zain and/or VIPs.
9.15 a.m. – Interactive talk on ‘Diversity and Conservation 
of Malaysian Trees’ and demonstration on how to plant trees 

by MNS Flora SIG volunteers Dr. Khadijah Rambe and Jean 
Weber.
9.30 a.m. – Tree-planting ceremony on the grounds of Taman 
Rimba Riang, led by MBPJ Mayor Dato’ Mohd Azizi. 
10.30 a.m. – Community Eco IQ Hunt flag-off.
11.45 a.m. – Announcement of Community Eco IQ Hunt 
winners and prize-giving ceremony.
2.00 p.m. – Event ends.

ALL DAY LONG ACTIVITIES:
- MNS membership registration. 
- MBPJ visitor registration 
- Arts & Crafts, henna painting and face painting by 
MNS volunteers.
- Guided nature walks into the Kota Damansara 
Community Forest trails by MNS Nature Guides.
- Educational activities, games, photo displays and 
outreach booths by MNS Herpetofauna Group, MNS Marine 
Group, MNS Photography Group, MNS Bird Group, MNS 
Flora Group, MNS Nature Guides, MNS Green Living, MNS 
Cave Group and MNS Pathfinders. 
- Introduction to birdwatching by MNS Bird Group.
- Plogging Challenge by MNS Green Living. Collect 
and return litter in exchange for prizes. 
- Sale of plants and garden produce by MNS Flora 
Group.
- Information and outreach activities by Kota 
Damansara Community Forest Society (KDCFS) and Jabatan 
Perhutanan Selangor.
- Sale of refreshments and merchandise by MBPJ 
vendors.

For the Community Eco IQ Hunt: Each team must consist 
of 3 members (minimum 2 members). The registration fee is 
RM5 per team and will be collected on the day of the event 
at the MNS Registration Booth. Maximum registration of 30 
teams. To pre-register, please email your team details (names 
of participants, contact number and whether you are an MNS 
member, MBPJ staff member or member of the public) to 
gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com by 12 July 2018. 

MAY THE FOREST BE WITH YOU! SEE YOU THERE!
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AUGUST

THE JUNGLE IN HERE 
‘Conservation frontiers 
in a post-wild Malaysia’ 
series
By Benjamin Ong, The Rimba Project, 
University of Malaya’s Rimba Ilmu 
Botanic Garden 

More than 75 per cent of Malaysians now live in 
urban areas, and contemporary nature conservation 
presents us with an array of challenges and 
opportunities. On the one hand, there is more 
interest than ever before in green cities and urban 
greenspace, as well as increasing mainstream 
understanding of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services. On the other hand, Malaysia’s status as a 
developing country presents formidable practical 
and academic challenges. Taking a cue from the 
definition of ecology as an organism’s “distribution 
in space and time,” this double bill of talks will 
examine the practice of conservation in space 
and time—its loci and legacy, respectively—and 
explore the complexities of “doing conservation” 
in a postcolonial, megabiodiverse and developing-
economy setting, reconciling our inherited 
perspectives on nature with emerging conservation 
frontiers in a post-wild world.

Part I: The Accidental Forest
Date: 4 August 2018 
Venue : Auditorium, MNS HQ
Time : 9.30 - 10.30 am

The first talk will examine the loci of 
contemporary conservation, questioning what 
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is, and is not, deserving of conservation. Early-succession 
ecosystems abound around us, extending from wild scrub 
(or belukar) to the “forgotten surfaces” of monsoon drains, 
sidewalks and road verges, often without clear boundaries. 
Equally unformed and deformed, such ecological spaces are 
contested environments that challenge humankind’s authority 
over nature—in particular, the understanding of “greenspace” 
and the colonial-inherited expectation for landscape to 
be manicured and sanitised. In this talk, Benjamin will 
characterise belukar as a valuable social-ecological entity, 
making the case for its redemption in the public eye, and 
outlining the need to support and encourage regenerating 
habitats in unlikely places. This talk will conclude with a 
reflection on the value and identity of urban wildflowers.

Part II: The Reinvention of Nature
Date: 1 September 2018
Venue : Auditorium, MNS HQ
Time : 9.30 - 10.30 am

The second talk will examine the tradition of conservation 
itself, questioning its practical and institutional legacies—
with a special focus on botanic gardens. Often a gateway 
to the exotic, botanic gardens are integral to conservation 
work worldwide. In a country like Malaysia, however, with 
lush rainforests merely hours away, the traditional role of 
European-inspired botanic gardens must be reimagined. In 
this talk, Benjamin will appraise botanic gardens as hybrid 
sites for both ex situ and in situ conservation, interpreting 
them as strategic agents for restoration ecology and 
reconciliation ecology. He will reflect on how botanic gardens 
are ideally placed to interface with novel social-ecological 
dimensions in contemporary society, providing a conducive 
space for interdisciplinary research and immersive education, 
and helping restore a vocational approach to science and 
conservation.

About the speaker
Benjamin Ong is an ecologist based at the University 
of Malaya’s Rimba Ilmu Botanic Garden, where he 
runs The Rimba Project, a campus sustainability and 
urban conservation initiative. In 2016, he was awarded a 

Chevening-CIMB ASEAN scholarship to study Sustainable 
Development at the University of St Andrews. He won 
the Chevening Green Volunteer of the Year award in 2017 
for his work with Transition University of St Andrews, a 
community-based sustainability organisation. Benjamin’s 
research interests centre on the relationship between human 
communities and nature, especially in the urban space. 
He is an avid writer and photographer. His latest book, 
The Backyard Before You, is a meditation on biodiversity 
conservation in the urban residential neighbourhood.

SEPTEMBER

Photography Trip to Bako 
National Park/Kuching, 
Sarawak
Date: 8-11 September 2018 
          (4 Days/3 Nights)
Trip Cost is RM500.00 per pax
Maximum participants: 18

Bako National Park offers the perfect introduction to 
Sarawak’s forests and wildlife.  Wildlife thriving in the area 
includes the rather unusual potbellied Proboscis Monkeys, 
macaques, wild boar among others. Constant erosion over the 
years has turned the Bako coastline into unique cliff faces, 
sandstone structures and sea stacks.
 The Photography Trip will focus on nature and 
landscape photography, encompassing Bako National Park, 
Kuching and its surrounding, cave in Bau, etc.
 Trip cost includes accommodation, entrance fees and 
local transport. Cost does not include air transportation and 
personal expenditure.
 To register, kindly submit membership details to 
NL Ling at 0198346623. Full payment is required to confirm 
your booking, on a first-come first-served basis. The payment 
is non-refundable; however, it may be transferable.
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Mount Siguniang Shah (Four Maiden’s 
Mountain) Via Da Fan (5030M) from 14/09/18 
to 24/09/18
   

The (Four Maiden’s Mountain Scenic Area is an 
unspoiled wilderness park located in western Sichuan 
Province,	near	the	town	of	Rilong	in	Aba	Autonomous	
Prefecture.	It’s	220	kilometers	(about	136	miles)	
from Chengdu. As the biggest scenic area in Aba 
Autonomous	Prefecture,	the	scenic	area	includes	
one	mountain--	Four	Maiden’s	Mountain,	and	three	
valleys-Two-Bridge	(Shuangqiao)	Valley,	Long-Peace	
(Changping)	Valley,	and	Alpine-Lake	(Haizi)	Valley.
Mt. Siguniang shan consists of four adjacent mountain 
peaks. It got its unusual name from a local Tibetan 
legend that says the four peaks are the embodiments 
of	four	pretty	girls.	At	6,250	meters	(about	20,500	
feet),	the	highest	peak,	known	as	“the	little	girl”	is	
also	called	the	‘Queen	Peak’	of	Mt.	Shu	Shan	in	the	
Hengduan range. There is a higher ‘King Peak’ in 
Sichuan province but it is not in this area.
 Two free training trips. Contact : Thong 
at		goalus@mymountaingoal.com	H/P	:	016-
6375622	(WhatsApp,	Wechat	and	Viber)	Off	:	03-
40248896.	Further	info	please	sign	in:	http://www.
mymountaingoal.com/backpackn-sichuan11.htm

MOUNTAIN GOAL ADVENTURE CONSULTANT (742912-V)
Website: http://www.mymountaingoal.com. E-mail: goalus@mymountaingoal.com

Annapurna Base Camp Via Poon Hill Trek 
(4130M) from 19/10/18 to 01/11/18 (14d13n)
     

Walk	through	villages,	then	climb	through	forests	into	
the	Annapurna	Sanctuary,	a	valley	surrounded	by	high	
Himalayan peaks. A great opportunity to get into the 
mountains	without	the	altitude	problems	of	Mt.	Everest.	
This	fantastic	10-day	trek	offers	the	most	spectacular	
landscape	views	of	the	Himalayas,	allowing	you	to	
be completely immersed in the heart of the towering 
Annapurna	range.	Altitudes	of	4130m	are	reached,	
and	a	reasonable	level	of	physical	fitness	is	required	to	
comfortably complete this expedition. 
 Two free training trips will be provided for the 
trip.	Contact	:	+60166375622	WhatsApp,	WeChat	and	
Line.	Further	information	please	sign	in:-	http://www.
mymountaingoal.com/AnnapurnaRegion.htm



25

24 Hour Wildlife Crime Hotline 

019-356 4194
This hotline is a channel to report offences involving all 

endangered wildlife Malaysia, for example:

• the discovery of snares, traps and cages set in the forest to catch 
wildlife,

• a captured tiger in the forest,
• a bear caged in a village,
• an endangered species of bird or reptile being sold illegally in a pet 

shop,
• the sale of illegal products such as tiger parts sold in “traditional” 

medicine,
• wildlife parts - skins, claws, and elephant tusks sold as collectables
• pets or wildlife advertised or served in a restaurant, or sold for the 

cooking pot

The Wildlife Crime Hotline is managed by MYCAT, which stands for Malaysian 
Conservation Alliance for Tigers. MYCAT comprises the Malaysian Nature 

Society (MNS), TRAFFIC Southeast Asia, Wildlife Conservation Society-Malaysia 
Programme and WWF-Malaysia.
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BRANCH EXCO MEMBERS 2017-2019

Johor  Branch    
https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/
Chairman: Abbott Chong Ching Hua, abbott_chong@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: -
Secretary: Belinda Wong Mei Lang, belinda@
bellogistics.com

Kuching Branch (Sarawak)  
Email: mnskuching@gmail.com
Chairman: Rose Au Nyat Jun, anyatjun@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Johan Roslan, kaboy71@gmail.com
Secretary: Audrey Dominic Neng, audreyneng@gmail.com

Miri Branch (Sarawak) 
Email: mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: mnsmiri.blogspot.com
Chairman: Iqbal B Abdollah, 9w8iqa@gmail.com
Vice-Chair: Musa Musbah, sammua@yahoo.com
Secretary: Achmed Azizie B Marzuki, 
                 achmedazizie@hotmail.com

MNS HQ
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan,
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
(just before the Seri Perdana turn off to
Jalan Mahameru)
Open: Monday –Friday ; 9:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
T: 03-22879422     F: 03-22878773
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my
Membership: Leong Wee Chin

Penang Branch
Nature Information Centre (NIC),
673-B Jln Kebun Bunga,10350 Penang.  Tel: 04-2273673
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am – 11.30am
(Please call before visiting)
https://www.facebook.com/malaysianaturalsociety/
Email: mnspenang@yahoo.com
Chairman: Tan Choo Eng, chooengtan@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Tajul Arosh Baroky, tajul_ab@yahoo.com
Secretary: Tan Pek Tao, Peggy, tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com

Perak Branch
Email: mnsperak@gmail.com 
70, Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden South,31400 Ipoh.
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com
Chairman: Ooi Beng Yean, bengyean@gmail.com
Vice-Chair: Zaharil Dzulkafly, zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com
Secretary: Georgia Tham Yim Fong, georgi8tham@yahoo.
com

Sabah Branch    
Chairman: Anna Wong, annawg888@gmail.com
Vice-Chair: Jimmy Omar, jemyomar@gmail.com
Secretary: Nur Syamimi Makbul, mimimakbul@yahoo.com

Sandakan Branch (Sabah)
Chairman: Hatta B Yunus @ Sawabi, hattasawabi@gmail.
com
Vice-Chair: Ooi Chin Hock, ooichinhock@gmail.com
Secretary: Chong Ket Vui Dusun, dusun_chong@yahoo.com

Terengganu Branch
Address: 1926, Bkt Kubang Jambu, 20050 Kuala Terengganu.
Email: mnsterengganu@gmail.com
Chairman: Wong Chee Ho, cheeho04@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Prof Sulong Bin Ibrahim, sulong@umt.edu.my
Secretary: Dr Chong Ju Lian, julianchong78@gmail.com

Selangor Branch
c/o MNS HQ address
https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangorbranch/
Email: mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com
Chairman: Pasupathy Jayaraj, pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Wong Ee Lynn, wongeelynn@yahoo.com
Secretary: Grace Chin Haw Yiing, gracehychin@gmail.com

Kedah Branch
Address: 3 Jalan Timur 1, Kawasan Perusahaan Mergong 
Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, Kedah
Chairman: Left Kol Husamuddin bin Yaacob, husaya@gmail.com
Vice-Chair: Mohamad Yani Madewnus, madew75@gmail.com
Secretary: Phang Fatt Khow, fkphang05@yahoo.com

Kelantan Branch
Address: 204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota Bharu, 
Kelantan. 
Email: meklawa@gmail.com
Chairman: Amir Hamzah bin Abdul Shukor, 
                  amir7711@gmail.com
Vice-Chair: Zulhazman Hamzah, zulhazman@umk.edu.my
Secretary: Nazahatul Anis Amaludin, 
anisamaludin@gmail.com

Langkawi Branch
Email: mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Chairman: Borhan Hamid, brobob@ymail.com
Vice-Chair: -
Secretary: Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel, 
                 daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo.com

Negeri Sembilan/Melaka Branch
Chairman: Dr Zorina Khalid, drzorina@yahoo.com.my
Vice-Chair: Lee Seng Hong, leesenghong88@gmail.com
Secretary: June Teng, MNS.N9Melaka@gmail.com

Pahang Branch   
Email: mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg
Chairman: Noor Jehan Bt. Abu Bakar , 
                  versed_anggerik@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Chin Wai Fatt, chinwaifatt@yahoo.com
Secretary: Chow Mee Foong, chowmeefoong@yahoo.com
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter 
made possible by dedicated volunteers 
and contributors from the Malaysian 
Nature Society. Accuracy is 
the contributor’s responsibility. The Editor 
reserves the right to edit for length and 
content.

Submissions: Articles including the author 
and photographers’ names (max. 800 
words), advertisements, digital images 
(100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 480 pixels 
& separately from the article), etc. must 
reach the Editor by the 13th of each 
month (unless noted otherwise) via the 
following e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.
com.

Advertising rates:
Classifieds: RM5 per column inch
Quarter page ad: RM30
Half page ad: RM60
• All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian 

Nature Society Selangor Branch’.
• Please bank in cash or cheque to  Maybank 

Account no 014150307352. 
• After banking in, please scan the slip and 

e-mail it with your advertisement to: tapir2005@
gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:
3 adverts paid in advance – 5% off published rate;
6 adverts paid in advance – 10% off published rate;
9 adverts paid in advance –15% off published rate;
12 adverts paid in advance – 20% off published 
rate.

Renew Your       
Membership via 

Online Credit Card 
Payment

Settling your MNS membership 
fee is now made easier with on-line 
credit card payment via the MNS 

website. To renew, please visit 
https://www.mns.my/subscription/. 
For inquiries, contact Wee Chin at 

membership@mns.org.my

Please bring your 

membership card 

to all 

activities as proof 

of 

membership.

ATTENTION!

Computer Recycling Collection Centre
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a designated recycling 
collection centre for old computers and computer parts by the Penang City 

Council. Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the NIC to be send 
for recycling by DOE approved recycling establishment. Contact Kanda at 013-

4537992 for more information or check out Penang Branch web pages

Have	you	been	to	an	MNS	activity lately? Why not share your experience with other members by writing an account of your activity and submitting it (preferably with photographs) for publication in	Pencinta	Alam?	Email	your	article	to:	tapir2005@gmail.com

This issue’s editor: Khor Hui Min 
Next issue’s editor: Kek Ong

Don’t Leave Home Without It
All members must show their 

membership cards to participate 
in any Branch‘s activities. New 

members who haven't received their 
cards must show their membership 
payment receipts. Lost your card?

Contact Wee Chin at HQ.


