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Following the success of the first Nature 

Thru the Lens (NTTL) photo exhibition in 2017, 

the MNS Photo Group organized a second 

event in 2018, dubbed NTTL 2.0. 

The exhibition was held from 24th to 29th

July 2018 at White Box, Publika and officiated 

by Tan Sri Salleh Mohd Nor on Thursday, 26th

August 2018. 23 photographers successfully 

won the bid to portray their images in this 

exhibition. 51 images were printed onto 

24”x36” Epson Archival Canvas and an 

additional 9 images were published as 

special-sized prints on the same material. 

If the first event focused on Malaysian 

based nature, the theme for NTTL 2.0 was 

global. The photographs included images from 

the cold oceans of Antartica to the desert sands 

of Qatar, Indonesian beaches, Kashmiri lakes 

and Japanese waterfalls as well as Malaysian 

vistas. Also featured were underwater schools 

of fish, close ups of flowers, reptiles, spiders 

and other forms of fauna.

“Nature knows no political 
boundaries. All species roam 
the earth according to its 
needs. Therefore, this year we 
accepted the best photos of 
nature in myriad forms, from 
all over the world.” 

Alex Foong, 
Photo Group Coordinator



Attracting hundreds of visitors, 

over 16 prints were purchased by 

generous donors during the six day 

event.  Funds raised from this event 

have been earmarked to supplement 

MNS’ Education fund. Apart from 

raising funds, the exhibition also aimed 

to introduce the public to the alluring 

beauty of nature and encourage them 

to protect our natural heritage. 

The event was supported by 

UEM Sunrise Berhad, EPSON, 

Photobook Malaysia, Applied Imaging 

Sdn Bhd and True Faces Creation Sdn

Bhd. 

We thank all who have generously 

contributed their time, money and 

efforts to make this exhibition a 

success; especially the tireless MNS 

Photo Group Committee members. 

Till we meet again!





About 5,000 people were exposed to marine 

conservation at World Oceans Day 2018 (WOD) 

last month. With booths, workshops, talks, 

exhibits and stuff to buy, this initiative by the 

Marine Group highlighted plastic pollution, coral 

reefs, seagrass and sharks.

The Lions Club / Leo Club came on board as co-

organisers and the fully volunteer-run event was 

supported by a host of generous sponsors and 

participation by MNS SIGs, NGOs, eco-friendly 

vendors and individuals.

WOD sends strong 
conservation message

“I hope visitors and the participants got the 

message that every action of ours, everything we 

buy, every meal we eat, is directly or indirectly 
affecting the environment" 

Tan Whei Li, Marine SIG’s WOD coordinator
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Visitors included school groups from kindergarten 

to university level and student uniformed bodies; 

marine, terrestrial and zero-waste NGOs; members 

from the MNS and Lions/Leos Clubs; and the 

general public, from grandmothers to toddlers.

Besides a learning and discovery opportunity, WOD 

also became a forum for those in the marine and 

environmental arenas to connect and reconnect. 

Huge thanks go out to everyone who contributed, 

visited and made this a success! Thanks go to 

sponsors LN Fortunate Coffee Malaysia, Richard Tee 

& Chin, Cape Technology, Frangipani, Speak Skin,  

and our main sponsor, Dungun Dive Resort, who 

donated as a game prize, an SSI openwater dive 

course. 

WOD was held on 11 and 12 August at the Publika

Shopping Gallery, KL. For details about the event 

and more photos, visit the Marine Group’s Facebook 

and Instagram pages @mnsmarine.selangorbranch



GREEN LIVING

QUICK FACTS: 

How do plastics end 

up in our oceans?
1. Scientists have shown that up to 12 million tons of plastic are entering 

our oceans every year. That’s a rubbish truck full every minute. Single-
use packaging for food and drink is a particularly common part of the 
problem. 

2. About 1/5 of marine litter is made up of fishing gear, materials lost at 
sea by accident, industrial losses or illegal dumping. Roughly 4/5 (80%) 
of marine litter comes from land.

3. When plastic waste is collected and transported to landfill sites, it can be 
at risk of falling off, blowing away and ending up in the environment. 
Even in landfills, plastic is at risk of blowing away and ending up in 
drains, rivers and oceans because of its light weight.

4. Plastic litter end up carried by wind and rain into our drainage networks 
or rivers, where they eventually flow into the sea. Major rivers around 
the world carry an estimated 1.15 – 2.41 million tons of plastics into the 
oceans every year.

5. Lenient standards in industrial processes are responsible for some 
plastic, particularly small bits of plastic resin pellets called ‘nurdles’ or 
‘mermaid’s tears’, getting into the environment, either when products 
containing plastic are not disposed of properly, or when these plastics 
escape during the production or transportation processes. 

(Sources: greenpeace.org.uk and wwf.org.uk)

Why do so much marine 
plastics seem to originate 
from developing countries? 

1. 90% of marine plastics come from just 10 rivers in the world. 8 
of these are in Asia: Yangtze, Indus, Yellow (Huanghe), Hai He, 
Ganges, Pearl, Amur and Mekong. 2 are in Africa: Nile and Niger.

2. These rivers all have 2 things in common: A generally high 
population living in the surrounding region – sometimes into the 
hundreds of millions – and an inadequate and flawed waste 
collection and management process.

3. Nearly 1/3 of plastics in the world are not properly collected, 
recycled or disposed of, as these countries lack strong waste 
management infrastructure. These plastics end up as litter in the 
world’s lands, rivers and oceans. 

4. The world is on track to exceed 9.5 billion people by 2050, with 
fewer living in poverty than today. Thanks to the rapid 
industrialisation of developing countries like China, India and 
Malaysia, the global middle class is exploding, meaning a lot more 
people want to buy a lot more things. Often these fancy new 
things are sold in ways that were uncommon 20-30 years ago –
vegetables individually wrapped in clingfilm, party packs and door 
gifts, and individually wrapped biscuits and crackers.

[Sources: World Economic Forum (weforum.org), World Resources 
Institute (wri.org) and Ellen Macarthur Foundation 
(ellenmacarthurfoundation.org)]

Continued next page    ...



GREEN LIVING

QUICK FACTS: 

Why isn’t plastic 

recycling enough?

4. Many developed nations, including those in the European 

Union, have taken the easy option of exporting plastic 

waste to China and other developing countries – the same 

countries lacking sufficient infrastructure to manage their 

own plastic waste! The assumption is that these plastics are 

being properly recycled, but in reality, the public and 

government have little idea where the plastic ultimately 

ends up after it has been exported. It is likely that poor 

quality materials end up in the local, inadequate waste 

management system. The developed world clearly needs a 

circular economy – one that does not rely on shipping 

materials halfway around the world for them to be reused, 

but one that keeps resources in use for as long as possible 

and recovers and keeps materials in the economic cycle.

Sources: World Resources Institute (wri.org) and 

Grantham Institute (granthaminstitute.org)

1. Existing recycling technology isn’t good enough. Most plastics that are 

recycled are shredded and reprocessed into lower-value plastics, such as 

polyester carpet fibre. Only 2% are recycled into products of the same 

quality. This is largely due to limitations in how plastics can be sorted by 

chemical composition and cleaned of additives. 

2. The trouble is that we are also using a lot more plastics and generating a 

lot more waste. We use 20 times as much plastic as we did 50 years ago. 

Businesses create more and more single-use plastics to meet consumers’ 

expectations for convenience. This is a problem because when exposed 

to sunlight, oxygen or water, plastics will not biodegrade but will 

fragment into smaller and smaller particles until these microplastics

enter into the food chain, air, soil and water. Latest studies show that 

plastic also releases methane  -- a potent greenhouse gas – as it 

decomposes. 

3. Not all plastic is recyclable. Recycling won’t be able to deal with foam 

products, microbeads, microfibers, plastic-coated products and oxo-

degradable plastic bags. For example, disposable coffee cups are made of 

high quality cellulose fibres and a polyethylene inner coating that are 

tightly bonded together and consequently, difficult to separate and 

recycle. 

Green Living is contributed by Wong Ee Lynn wongeelynn@yahoo.com / gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com

mailto:wongeelynn@yahoo.com
mailto:gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com


This year’s Festival Of Wings(FOW) is on 20th October in Kuala 
Selangor Nature Park(KSNP) /Taman Alam Kuala Selangor. 
We will be doing interpretive walks while guiding guests through a 
Mangrove Forest whilst  welcoming the migratory birds from the 
Northern Hemisphere.

There will be a half day briefing on 6th October from 8:30am -
12:00pm followed by a seafood lunch. We are currently on a look 
out for 20 volunteers. It is preferable that the volunteers are MNS 
members. Non-members are also welcome to volunteer as well 
but are not covered by insurance.

What will be provided:

1) Car Pool suggestions for 6th October.
2) Seafood Lunch on 6th October.
3) Accommodation on 19th Oct and 20th Oct. 

Choose either one or both nights. Please be very
sure when confirming this as we would prefer the beds to be    
utilised by volunteers who needs them.

4) Vegetarian Lunch on 20th Oct. 
(Bring extra dishes if you think it will not be enough for you)

5) Snacks and drinking water on 20th Oct.

Please fill in this online form to register:
https://goo.gl/forms/cIHhaREj8IsWX5aW2

Please register by noon, 30th Sept so that 
Pasu and Angeline will have some time to 
ensure certain logistics are in place.

Rough Schedule that we know of at the 
moment:
20/10 - Full day - SIG activities, birding, 
seed planting, mangrove walks etc.
21/10 - Half day - Presentation of Bioblitz-
findings of expeditions conducted earlier. 
Volunteers not required for the half day.

If you need further clarification, 
you can contact us at 
mns.selangor.ng@gmail.com

Festival of Wings 2018 

Calling for Nature Guide Volunteers

Please fill in this online form to register:https:/goo.gl/forms/cIHhaREj8IsWX5aW2


ECO KIDS                                                                                                               by Ng Zhang Hui, 11 years old







All events times and venues are correct at time of printing. For latest updates, contact the Special Interest Group or check the MNS  
website regularly. Booking priority will be given to the organizing branch‘s members unless stated otherwise

Calendar of Activities

September - October  2018
Pathfinders Family & Child Friendly Waterfall Series 
Venue: Lata Khong
Date:  30 September 2018

Lata Khong is a fairly popular waterfall, about 130km 
away from Kuala Lumpur. It doesn't require much hiking 
or trekking to get to. A perfect spot for families to bring 
their kids around with some food and beer for the 
afternoon, chilling next to a picturesque waterfall.

Venue: Sg Gabai
Date: 7th October 2018

Sungai Gabai Waterfall is one of the closest waterfalls to 
Kuala Lumpur and it is easily accessible by car.
A flight of concrete steps begins here. They are well made 
steps with non-slip edging and a hand rail. Altogether 
there are 333 steps if you want to go all the way up.
At the top of the steps is a concrete bridge crossing the 
river to an upper level where there is a third, shorter 
cascade and there is all the fun part where you can enjoy 
sliding down it over the slippery rocks and into a gentle 
pool. All the children must give a try!

Kuala Lumpur Photo Festival (KLPF) 
Venue: Mid Valley Mega Mall 
Date:  26-28 October 2018

Once again MNS is invited to participate in this year's 
KLPF which will be held at Mid Valley.

We are calling for Malaysian nature images submission to 
be exhibited at our booth during the 3 days exhibition. 
MNS members are encourage to submit 5 images to be 
curated for the our MNS booth to highlight the Malaysian 
Natural heritage and diversity. We will also be promoting 
MNS membership and our MNS presence in the local 
conservation context. 

Kindly submit your images 
(free from watermark) to 
mnsphotogroup@gmail.com 
before the end of 
September 2018. 
We need some lead time 
to prepare the prints. 

Pathfinders Family & Child Friendly Waterfalls continues next page    ...



All events times and venues are correct at time of printing. For latest updates, contact the Special Interest Group or check the MNS  
website regularly. Booking priority will be given to the organizing branch‘s members unless stated otherwise

Calendar of Activities

Person In Charge: Yee Yee 012-6706490

*Due to the nature of our work, we may not able to 
attend your phone call. We prefer FB message or 
Whatsapp.

Join the MNS Selangor Branch Pathfinders Group 
Facebook for more further information.

September - October  2018

Pathfinders Family & Child Friendly Waterfall Series 
Venue: Kanching Waterfall 
Date:  4 November 2018

The Kanching Falls are located between Kuala Lumpur and 
Rawang in Selangor, Malaysia, and is a popular tourist 
destination in Kuala Lumpur. The waterfalls consist of 
seven tiers. We will stop at each tier to rest and take photo 
as well and slowly move to tier 6 where we will stop there 
to take a dip, rest and enjoy your pack lunch. Mostly the 
crowd will stop at tier 2,3 and 4, so no worries we can have 
the whole tier 6 area to ourselves.

Flora SIG Public Talks: Part II: The reinvention of nature 
Venue: Auditorium, MNS HQ 
Time: 9.30 to 10.30am
Date:  1 November 2018

This talk will examine the tradition of conservation itself, 
questioning its practical and institutional legacies—with a 
special focus on botanic gardens. Often a gateway to the 
exotic, botanic gardens are integral to conservation work 
worldwide. In a country like Malaysia, however, with lush 
rainforests merely hours away, the traditional role of 
European-inspired botanic gardens must be reimagined. In 
this talk, Benjamin will appraise botanic gardens as hybrid 
sites for both ex situ and in situ conservation, interpreting 
them as strategic agents for restoration ecology and 
reconciliation ecology. He will reflect on how botanic 
gardens are ideally placed to interface with novel social-
ecological dimensions in contemporary society, providing a 
conducive space for interdisciplinary research and 
immersive education, and helping restore a vocational 
approach to science and conservation.

Flora SIG Public Talks continues next page    ...
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Calendar of Activities
September - October  2018

… continued from Flora SIG Public Talks

The reinvention of nature: About the speaker

Benjamin Ong is an ecologist based at the University of 
Malaya’s Rimba Ilmu Botanic Garden, where he runs The 
Rimba Project, a campus sustainability and urban 
conservation initiative. 

In 2016, he was awarded a Chevening-CIMB ASEAN 
scholarship to study Sustainable Development at the 
University of St Andrews. He won the Chevening Green 
Volunteer of the Year award in 2017 for his work with 
Transition University of St Andrews, a community-based 
sustainability organisation. Benjamin’s research interests 
centre on the relationship between human communities 
and nature, especially in the urban space. He is an avid 
writer and photographer. His latest book, The Backyard 
Before You, is a meditation on biodiversity conservation in 
the urban residential neighbourhood.

Flora SIG Public Talks: Creepy yet Crucial- Why Bats Matter?
Venue: Auditorium, MNS HQ 
Time: 9.30 to 10.30am
Date:  6 October 2018

Bats are one of the least appreciated mammals in the world. 
Despite being often portrayed negatively by the media as 
medical and agricultural pest, bats are economically and 
ecologically important. Upon realising that bats are the 
important pollinator of her favourite durian, VC embarked on 
a PhD journey to study the bats of Peninsular Malaysia, 
particularly in Kuala Lumpur city. In this talk, VC will present 
the findings from her PhD research – how bats remain as 
crucial forest planters and fruit farmers even in the densely 
populated city. 

About the speaker
Dr Voon-Ching Lim is currently a postdoctoral research fellow 
for the GCRF Blue Communities project at University of 
Malaya. She received her PhD in ecology and biodiversity 
from the same university. For her PhD, she assessed the 
potential of DNA barcoding to understand the diversity of 
bats and their phytophagous diet in Peninsular Malaysia, 
particularly in urban areas. Her PhD research was supported 
by National Geographic and Malaysia Nature Society. VC also 
holds a degree and a diploma in forestry science from 
Universiti Putra Malaysia. Her current research interest is 
ecosystem services in marine protected area.
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Contact: Thong at H/P 

+6016-6375622 WhatsApp, 

WeChat & Viber. 

Off: 03-40248896

Email:

goalus@mymountaingoal.com

MOUNTAIN GOAL ADVENTURE CONSULTANT (742912-V)

Website: http://www.mymountaingoal.com E-mail: goalus@mymountaingoal.com

Everest Base Camp / Kalapattar Trek 
from 05/10/18 to 18/10/18 (14D 13N)

Walk through villages, climb through 
forests into the Annapurna 
Sanctuary, a valley surrounded by 
high Himalayan peaks. A great 
opportunity to get into the 
mountains without the altitude 
problems of Mt. Everest.

Spectacular landscape views of the 
Himalayas. Altitudes of 4130m are 
reached, and a reasonable level of 
physical fitness is required to 
comfortably complete this 
expedition. 

Two free training trips will be 
provided.
Further info please sign in : 
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/A
nnapurnaRegion.htm

Annapurna Base Camp Via Poon Hill Trek (4130M) from 
19/10/2018 to 1/11/2018 (14D13N)

Experience the culture of the Sherpas in 
route to Khumbu village. Enjoy a climb to 
the scintillating Kalapattar 5,545m/18190 
ft, one of the most spectacular vantage 
points in the Everest region. Explore 
enchanting views of Everest, Pumori, Ama
Dablam, Nuptse, Lhotse, Makalu and many 
other towering peaks. 

Two free training trips will be provided for 
the Everest Base Camp trip. This is a 
confirmed trip and there are currently 6 
participants.

Further info please sign in: 
www.mymountaingoal.com/everestkalapat
tar.htm

Contact: Thong at H/P 

+6016-6375622 WhatsApp, 

WeChat & Viber. 

Off: 03-40248896

Email:

goalus@mymountaingoal.com

http://www.mymountaingoal.com/
mailto:goalus@mymountaingoal.com
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/AnnapurnaRegion.htm
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/everestkalapattar.htm


BRANCH COMMITTEE  2017-2019

JOHOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/
MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/
Chairman      Abbott Chong Ching Hua

abbott_chong@yahoo.com
Vice Chair     Moses Wong Choo Hooi

junglemania64@yahoo.com
Secretary      Belinda Wong Mei Lang

belinda@bellogistics.com

KEDAH BRANCH
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan 
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, Kedah
Chairman       Left. Kol Husamuddin bin 

Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com
Vice Chair      Mohamad Yani Madewnus

madew75@gmail.com
Secretary       Phang Fatt Khow

fkphang05@yahoo.com

KELANTAN BRANCH
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com
Chairman      Amir Hamzah B Abdul Shukor

amir7711@gmail.com
Vice Chair     Zulhazman Hamzah

zulhazman@umk.edu.my
Secretary      Nazahatul Anis Amaludin

anisamaludin@gmail.com

LANGKAWI BRANCH
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Chairman      Borhan Hamid

brobob@ymail.com
Vice Chair      Dato’ Alexander Issac

alex@tropicalcharters.com.my

Secretary       Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel
daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo
.com

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH
Chairman      Lee Seng Hong

leesenghong88@gmail.com
Vice Chair      
Secretary       June Teng

MNS.N9Melaka@gmail.com

PAHANG BRANCH
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg
Chairman       Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar

versed_anggerik@yahoo.com
Vice Chair      Chin Wai Fatt

chinwaifatt@yahoo.com
Secretary       Chow Mee Foong

chowmeefoong@yahoo.com

PENANG BRANCH
Nature Information Centre (NIC),
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga,
10350 Penang.   Tel: 04-2273673
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call 
before visiting)
https://www.facebook.com/
malaysiannaturalsociety/
Email: mnspenang@yahoo.com
Chairman      Tan Choo Eng

chooengtan@yahoo.com
Vice Chair     Tajul Arosh Baroky

tajul_ab@yahoo.com
Secretary      Tan Pek Tao, Peggy

tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY   

PERAK BRANCH
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden 
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak
mnsperak@gmail.com
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com
Chairman      Ooi Beng Yean

bengyean@gmail.com
Vice Chair     Zaharil Dzulkafly

zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com
Secretary      Georgia Tham Yim Fong

georgi8tham@yahoo.com

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH
Chairman      Anna Wong

annawg888@gmail.com
Vice Chair     Jimmy Omar

jemyomar@gmail.com
Secretary      Nur Syamimi Makbul

mimimakbul@yahoo.com

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH
Chairman      Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi

hattasawabi@gmail.com
Vice-Chair     Ooi Chin Hock

ooichinhock@gmail.com
Secretary      Chong Ket Vui Dusun

dusun_chong@yahoo.com

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH
mnskuching@gmail.com
Chairman        Rose Au Nyat Jun

anyatjun@yahoo.com
Vice Chair       Johan Roslan

kaboy71@gmail.com
Secretary        Audrey Dominic Neng

audreyneng@gmail.com

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH
mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: mnsmiri.blogspot.com
Chairman         Iqbal B Abdollah

9w8iqa@gmail.com
Vice Chair        Musa Musbah

sammua@yahoo.com
Secretary         Achmed Azizie B Marzuki

achmedazizie@hotmail.com

SELANGOR BRANCH
c/o MNS HQ address
https://www.facebook.com/ mnsselangor
branch
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com
Chairman        Pasupathy Jayaraj

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com
Vice Chair       Wong Ee Lynn

wongeelynn@yahoo.com
Secretary        Grace Chin Haw Yiing

gracehychin@gmail.com

TERENGGANU BRANCH
1926 Bukit Kubang Jambu,
20050 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu
mnsterengganu@gmail.com
Chairman       Wong Chee Ho

cheeho04@live.com
Vice Chair      Prof Sulong bin Ibrahim

sulong@umt.edu.my
Secretary        Dr Chong Ju Lian

julianchong78@gmail.com

MNS HQ
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan,
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on
Jalan Mahameru)
Open: Mondays – Fridays  9 am–5:30 pm
T: 03-2287 9422     F: 03-2287 8773
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my
Membership:      Leong Wee Chin
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made 
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors 
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the 
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit for length and content.

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current 
articles and other interesting news. Do like the page at this 
link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist 

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ names (max. 
800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 
480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. must reach the Editor by the 
13th of each month (unless noted otherwise) via the following 
e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com.

Advertising rates:
Classifieds            : RM5 per column inch
Quarter page ad : RM30 
Half page ad        : RM60

Payments:
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’. 
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352. 
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement         

to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:
3 adverts paid in advance    – 5% off published rate;
6 adverts paid in advance    – 10% off published rate;
9 adverts paid in advance    – 15% off published rate;
12 adverts paid in advance  – 20% off published rate.

Computer Recycling Collection Centre
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a 
designated recycling collection centre for old computers 
and computer parts by the Penang City Council. 
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the 
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling 
establishment. 
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or 
check out Penang Branch web pages.

Attention: Members

Editor - This issue : Lee Meng Lai        Next issue:  Dinghong Yao
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