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We all know that honey bees are the most 

important pollinator of food crops. It is 

estimated that one third of the food that we 

consume each day relies on pollination mostly 

by bees, but also by other insects, birds and 

bats. Even for crops that are not directly 

pollinated by honey bees, the crop still benefits 

indirectly from being in an environment in 

which honey bees are found, due to the 

increased biodiversity in the area which 

stimulates the crop. 

Bees pollinate not only food crops consumed 

by humans, but also other plants eaten by 

other animals and birds, so they play a vital 

role in the entire food chain. They pollinate 

wild flowers, thus enhancing biodiversity. Bee 

populations – whether healthy or declining – 

tell us about the health of the wider 

environment. 

  
GETTING TO KNOW MY BEE SAVIORS – PENYELAMAT LEBAH MALAYSIA 
By Wong Ee Lynn <wongeelynn@yahoo.com / gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com> 
All photo credits: From MY Bee Saviors – Penyelamat Lebah Malaysia’s Facebook page. 

Unfortunately, bee populations worldwide are 
facing serious threats. Habitat loss and 
fragmentation, pesticides, climate change, 
diseases and parasites and invasive plant 
species have all contributed to the decline in 
bee populations.  

The global scientific and environmental 
community has been working hard to protect 
and restore bee populations by calling on 
governments to ban pesticides linked to 
declines in bee populations. In April 2018, 
European Union member states agreed to ban 
the outdoor use of neonicotinoid pesticides. 
France has gone one step further, banning 5 
types of pesticides linked to bee deaths both for 
outdoor and indoor use. The US Donald Trump 
administration has, unfortunately, lifted an 
Obama-era ban on the use of bee-killing 
pesticides.  

While Malaysia has made no such 
declaration on the use of bee-killing 
pesticides, one volunteer-run organisation 
has been quietly and heroically saving 
bees, one hive at a time. 

GREEN LIVING 



MY Bee Savior / Penyelamat Lebah Malaysia is a group founded in 
January 2015 by Haji Musa Yaacob, a retired MARDI (Malaysian 
Agricultural Research and Development Institute) researcher and 
Encik Izatul Lail Bin Mohd Yasar, another MARDI researcher.  

As the group started growing and increasing its reach, MARDI 
decided to adopt the group as a Corporate Social Responsibility 
project in January 2017. As of March 2019, the group has almost 
200 registered volunteers nationwide. 

Be a Volunteer Savior 
Volunteer registration is available online for members of the public 
who are interested in saving bees. Interested individuals can 
contact the group, and the administrators of the group will then 
ask the prospective volunteers a few questions to determine their 
suitability and readiness before registering them. Upon 
registration, volunteers will be given an e-book on how to relocate 
bees, and some video files on the bee relocation process. New 
volunteers will be invited to join senior volunteers on bee 
relocation operations in the areas nearest to them. New 
volunteers who are experienced beekeepers are permitted to 
undertake the relocation process themselves without the presence 
of senior volunteers. Active MY Bee Savior volunteers are given a 
protective beekeeping suit each, or may purchase their own 
beekeeping suits.  

Some tools and equipment may be used depending on the 
complexity of the operations, location or position of the bee hive, 
and species of bees.  

MNS members who have engaged the services of these helpful 
volunteers, though, report that the volunteers mostly use just a 
cardboard box and tape! 

MY Bee Savior volunteers do not charge homeowners or property 
managers for their bee relocation services, as their goals are public 
outreach and education,  preventing  the  killing  and  poisoning  of 

 

bees, protecting and increasing bee populations and encouraging 
sustainable beekeeping and honey harvesting practices. The bee hives and 
colonies are usually relocated to sustainable bee farms, for example, the 
one in Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM). If there is honey collected during 
the relocation operation, the homeowner may share it with the 
volunteers. If the homeowner is interested in keeping the bees for honey 
production purposes, he or she may request that the volunteers bring or 
construct a hive box for a specified fee. MY Bee Savior accepts donations 
whether for the transport expenses of individual volunteers, or larger 
sums to enable the organisation to purchase more beekeeping suits and 
equipment. 

In the event you find a bee colony on or around your premises, please do 
not smoke the bees out or spray them with insecticides. Instead, contact 
MY Bee Savior at 019 664 8081 and they will get one of their volunteers 
to contact you as soon as one is available. MNS members have reported 
that MY Bee Savior volunteers usually show up within 24 to 48 hours and 
the relocation is done efficiently without harming the bees. 

To find them on Facebook, visit: 
https://www.facebook.com/penyelamatlebah/?ref=br_rs 
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BAUXITE-MINING STILL POSES CLEAR AND 
PRESENT DANGER 
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) Selangor is disappointed that the 
Ministry of Water, Land, and Natural Resources has made the decision 
to lift the moratorium on the extraction and export of bauxite in 
Pahang (18 Feb). 

The primary motivation for the decision appears to be the high market 
demand for bauxite and the economic gains to be made from it. The 
environment and public health and safety are merely secondary 
considerations.  

Although the Minister has indicated that there will be new standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) and tighter regulations in place, the 
public has yet to be informed of what these SOPs are and how they 
compare with previous and existing safeguards, and how transparent 
and effective the monitoring and enforcement measures will be.  

Even as far back as 2016, SOPs such as requiring bauxite to be 
transferred via safer pakamatic lorries, rerouting lorries to avoid 
heavily populated areas and setting up a designated bauxite 
stockpiling centre failed to stop industry players and enforcement 
agencies from flouting the regulations with impunity. What assurance 
is there that this time the same industry players and monitoring and 
enforcement agencies will not put personal interest and profits before 
the environment and people? 

Further, the proposed fine of RM500,000 and three months’ 
imprisonment under the Pahang State Mineral Enactment 2001 
appears to be too lenient for such a lucrative industry. There appears 
to be no prerogative afforded to the enforcement bodies to shut down 
and ban industry players found to be flouting the SOPs.  

We must not lose sight of the reasons why the moratorium was 
imposed in the first place. 

 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR Intensive bauxite mining and processing activities caused major 
contamination of water sources, air and soil pollution, and an increase in 
health complaints, particularly respiratory-related, from the local 
residents. The environmental and scientific community had also reported 
that bauxite mining and processing had resulted in the leaching of toxic 
heavy metals such as mercury, cadmium, lead and chromium into river 
systems, poisoning fish and aquatic life and posing a danger to the fishing 
and coastal communities. 

The public has so far not been informed of how wastewater and other 
waste materials from the bauxite mining and processing activities will be 
treated and disposed of, and from where the water for bauxite washing 
will be sourced. This raises concerns that there will be a growth in illegal 
dumping grounds for the waste generated from the resumption of 
bauxite mining and export activities.  

News reports indicate that the Pahang Mineral Operators Association 
would be regulating its own members and activities. This again will raise 
the question of how objective, neutral and effective they will be, 
considering that they have not demonstrated exemplary commitment to 
environmental protection and public health and safety in 2015 and 2016 
prior to the moratorium. There must be greater opportunity and space 
for neutral civil society groups and environmental organisations to 
participate in the monitoring and reporting process, and independent 
environmental auditors must be engaged to inspect and report on the 
bauxite mining and exporting activities without fear or favour.  

MNS Selangor is not against development or state governments 
managing their natural resources to maintain economic growth. We are, 
however, in favour of the responsible management of natural resources 
and greater transparency and accountability. Economic growth cannot be 
sustainable or legitimate if it comes at the expense of the environment 
and public health and safety.  

WONG EE LYNN 
MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY (MNS) SELANGOR 
Email address: wongeelynn@yahoo.com 
Contact number: 013 228 6812 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Primary Industries Minister Teresa Kok’s call to manufacturers to add a 
“Love MY Palm Oil” label to local palm oil products and for Malaysians to 
consume more palm oil (13 March 2019) is no solution to the European 
Union’s proposed ban on palm oil biodiesel linked to deforestation.  

The Minister’s argument that 40% of Malaysians in the palm oil industry 
are smallholders is also unlikely to move European parliamentarians.  

The issue is not that the European countries are unaware that the ban 
would disrupt the economy of the country and livelihood of 
smallholders. The European Union and its member states are proposing 
the ban precisely because they know economic pressure is the only way 
they can get palm oil producer nations to stop deforestation and 
prioritise environmental protection. Diplomatic persuasion has not 
worked, and voluntary consumer action takes too long to bear results. 
The proposed ban is their last resort in trying to influence environmental 
policies in palm oil producing countries.  

It is not disputed that palm oil is cheaper and more resource-efficient 
than other vegetable oils. Alternative vegetable oil crops such as 
rapeseed and soy may use up to 10 times more land than oil palm. 
However, merely pointing out that other vegetable oil crops are just as 
damaging and destructive as oil palm, and alleging victimisation and 
protectionism on the part of European nations is hardly going to 
influence European nations’ and consumers’ perception of Malaysian 
palm oil. We can only remove the stigma of deforestation by actually 
ending deforestation, not by pointing out that deforestation also occurs 
elsewhere.   

The appropriate response to the proposed ban is to take transparent, 
credible, and measurable steps to reduce deforestation and other 
environmental and human rights impacts of palm oil.  

The problem with both the Roundtable For Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) 
and Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil (MSPO) certification systems is that 
the international scientific and environmental communities do not 
endorse either certification as being trustworthy.  

The main criticism against the MSPO is that the organisation playing a 
vital role in its formulation and moderation is the Malaysian Palm Oil 
Board (MPOB), which clearly is invested in oil palm cultivation and 
expansion, thus giving rise to allegations of conflict of interest and lack 
of independence and impartiality.  

 

WALKING THE TALK ON SUSTAINABILITY THE ONLY WAY 
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As for the RSPO, only in late 2018 did it adopt new standards 
prohibiting the clearing of any type of forest for oil palm cultivation. 
Previous standards did not protect peatlands or landscapes with 
High Carbon Stock. Reports exist to support the claim of 
malpractice and corruption by RSPO auditors.  Considering that the 
RSPO, which is the world’s only global palm oil certification system, 
is unable to achieve what it is set up to do – namely, ensure 
sustainability, human rights, labour standards, environmental 
protection and respect for the law – it is highly doubtful that the 
international community would perceive the MSPO as having higher 
standards of transparency and effectiveness in protecting the 
environment, indigenous communities, and wildlife than the RSPO.  

In fact, the findings of environmental organisations confirm that 
MSPO scores even lower than RSPO on safeguards pertaining to the 
fair treatment of smallholders, protection of indigenous 
communities and access to remedies. How is the MSPO labelling 
expected to inspire consumer confidence when its standards are 
even lower than that of the RSPO?  

Malaysia should instead adopt the independently verified standards 
that are being trialled by producers in the Palm Oil Innovation 
Group (POIG), a collection of NGOs including Greenpeace and 
progressive producers that aim to provide independently verified, 
responsibly produced palm oil. These standards use the RSPO as a 
basis, but establish additional requirements on palm oil producers 
including to assess and protect peatland and forested areas in their 
concessions.  

The call to clean up the Malaysian palm oil industry is not a form of 
bullying or green protectionism or an attempt to undermine and 
destroy the Malaysian economy. Environmental organisations and 
indigenous communities should not be harassed and ignored in our 
attempts to highlight the environmental harms linked to oil palm 
cultivation.  

Environmental organisations are not calling for a halt on economic growth 
or the loss of employment opportunities, but the proper management of 
natural resources and protection of forests, wildlife, labour rights and 
indigenous rights. Malaysia has to recognise that there is a problem, not 
merely that of image or marketing, and rise up to be part of the solution.  

Satellite data does not lie, and reveals that logging and deforestation 
continue to take place wherever there is oil palm cultivation and 
expansion. Between 2001 and 2017 alone, Malaysia has lost 7.29 million 
hectares of tree cover to oil palm cultivation. Even local media does not 
shy away from reporting on wildlife deaths, including those of charismatic 
species such as tigers and elephants, linked to oil palm cultivation. And as 
recently as today (20 March 2019), news reports have surfaced of conflicts 
between indigenous communities in Sarawak and an oil palm company 
that was issued a permit to carry out logging next to the Mulu National 
Park.  

Until there is clear, solid and reliable evidence to support our claims of 
environmental sustainability and protection of human rights, no amount 
of labelling and marketing can alter how the international community 
perceives the Malaysian palm oil industry.  

Instead of issuing ultimatums and threats to European nations and trying 
to increase the domestic consumption of palm oil, Malaysia needs to 
prove to the world that oil palm can be grown and produced responsibly 
and make a genuine contribution to the Malaysian population and 
environment. A willingness to acknowledge the need to improve and to 
make sincere and genuine efforts to protect the environment, wildlife and 
human rights is a better indication of patriotism than merely a willingness 
to consume more locally-produced palm oil.  
 
WONG EE LYNN 
MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY, SELANGOR BRANCH 
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How Green Are you 

1. Do you switch off your TV/computer/sound    
      system at the wall? 
      a) No. 
      b) Sometimes\Mostly. 
      c) Always 
2.  When you clean your teeth, do you let the  
     water run? 
      a) Yes. 
      b) Sometimes. 
      c) No! 

3.  Do you grow your own food at home? 
      a) No, not really. 
      b) Yes, some. 
      c) Yes, loads. 

4.  How many of your home’s light bulbs are low   
     energy ones? 
     a) None / one or two. 
     b) About half. 
     c) All of them 

5.  How do you get to school? 
     a) Car. 
     b) School bus. 
     c) Walk or cycle.   

6.  Shower or bath? 
     a) Bath. 
     b) Don’t care. 
     c) Shower.  

7.  If you’re buying a present, which   
     matters MOST to you ? 
     a) Price. 
     b) Will the person I am giving it like it? 
     c) Was it made locally? 

8.  How do you think of wasps? 
     a) A nuisance. 
     b) If they avoid me, I’ll avoid them. 
     c) An important part of the natural world. 

9.  How many times do you use the plastic   
     bags shops give you? 
     a) Once, maybe. 
     b) Several times. 
     c) I never take them; I always use my own bag. 

10. Do you refuse plastic straws when ordering a  
      drink? 
     a) Nope. 
     b) When I can remember. 
     c) Always! 

How did you do? 

Mostly As: Eco-beginner! 
Mostly Bs: Eco-friend! 
Mostly Cs: Eco-BFF! 

What ever you get, have fun being Eco-
friendly!  

An Earth Day Quiz  
Contributed by Ng Zhang En  

Earth day is around the corner! Have you ever wondered if 
you’re really as green as you think you are? If so, then here’s just 
the quiz for you. It’s only a bit of fun, of course, but it should 
help you start thinking about how much you do already – and 
whether you’re happy with that, or if you feel there’s anything 
more that you ought to be doing. 

Work your way through these quick 10 questions and see just 
how green you really are. The answers are at the bottom – so 
enjoy finding out! 

ECO KIDS 
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DON’T MISS OUT ON THE COMING NEC PROGRAMMES 
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Calendar of Activities 

MNS Selangor Branch Talk 

Small Mammals 
Speakers: Dr Jayaraj Vijaya Kumaran and Dr Chong Ju Lian 
Date   : Friday, 12 April 2019 

Time  : 8.00pm 

Venue: MNS Auditorium 

MNS Selangor Branch has invited Dr Jayaraj Vijaya Kumaran from 
Universiti Malaysia Kelantan and Dr Chong Ju Lian from Universiti 
Malaysia Terengganu to talk about small mammals to MNS members.  

Dr Raj will speak about "Studying small mammals in the canopy strata 
of Malaysian rainforests; current direction, technologies and public 
participation" while Dr Chong will share her "Reflections on Pangolins 
– Where do we stand?". 

 
  

 
  

 

Dr Jayaraj is a small mammal biologist who started his career studying 
bats in the deepest jungles of Borneo. In the past few years, he has 
ventured in to studying other small mammals particularly on non–volant 
small mammals that are found in the understorey. However this has led 
him to revisit his interest in studying flying mammals in the canopy 
strata in the forest least studied. As an aspiring taxonomist, his interest 
has always been about taxonomy of small mammals particularly in 
Peninsular Malaysia and Borneo. He uses a variety of methods to study 
these ecologically important organisms and has ventured into new 
cutting edge technologies in recent years.  
In his talk he will be sharing his research direction on canopy mammals, 
the important role of technology in this adventure and how the public 
can participate and support research on these mammals.  

Dr Chong Ju Lian graduated with Doctor of Philosophy (Genetics) from 
the National University of Malaysia (UKM) in 2007 and with Bachelor of 
Science (First Class Honours In Zoology) in 2001 from the same 
university. Currently, she is holding the post of Senior Lecturer (DS52) in 
Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, specialising in Zoology and Genetics 
with keen interest in Wildlife Management and Conservation Biology. 
She is currently based at Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, Malaysia as a 
lecturer and researcher. Her research interests are various and include 
the critically endangered Sunda or Malayan pangolin (Manis javanica). 
The Sunda or Malayan pangolin (Manis javanica Desmarest) is one of 
the eight pangolin species found in Asia and Africa, and is the only 
pangolin species found in Malaysia. Currently, it is classified as Critically 
Endangered in the IUCN Red List due to poaching, overharvesting and 
habitat loss. As ‘the most trafficked animal in the world’, evidenced by 
massive seizures of pangolin scales, dead and live pangolins worldwide 
in recent years, its unfortunate plight received massive attention around 
the world but yet this plight remains.  
In this talk, Dr Chong reflects on the past, present, and future of the 
elusive yet enigmatic animal. 

 

April 2019 
 

13 



                                                                                                                       All events times and venues are correct at time of printing. For latest updates, contact the Special Interest Group or check the MNS                          
                                                                                                                     website regularly. Booking priority will be given to the organizing branch‘s members unless stated otherwise 

Calendar of Activities 
April 2019 

SBBG Public Talk 

The Last Song? Cage bird trade in Southeast Asia 
                                                                           By Serene Chng 

Date     :  Saturday, 13 April 2019 
Time     : 11.00am 
Venue  :  MNS HQ Auditorium, Jalan Kelantan Bukit Persekutuan 

Southeast Asia is home to over 850 avian species, and keeping birds as 
pets is highly popular. Sadly, the high demand and volume in domestic 
and international bird trade, have resulted in many sought-after species 
facing dramatic declines in population. This talk will give an overview of 
the scale of the trade across Southeast Asia and more specifically in 
Malaysia. It will also highlight some of the species most affected by the 
trade, and share conservation efforts being taken. 

 

MNS PHOTO GROUP  

Sungai Lembing Outing 
Date                 : 13  – 14 April 2019 
Cost                 :  RM85 ( inclusive of one bbq dinner and accommodation  
                            base on group sharing basis). 
Headcount     : 20 pax 
Closing date to RSVP  : 5 April 2019 
Sungai Lembing is a tin mining town in Kuantan District, Pahang, 
Malaysia. 
The highlight of this outing will be a sunrise shoot above the sea of 
clouds at Bukit Panorama. It takes an average of 45 minutes to climb up 
the hill via a staircase to reach the top. 
Besides the sunrise shoot, we will be visiting a waterfall nearby, sunset 
viewpoint and other places which will be finalised later. 
Please call KK-Tan 0173306700 to RSVP as accommodation is limited. 
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Photograph courtesy of KK-TAN. 

Ms Serene Chng is the programme officer at TRAFFIC Southeast Asia 
Regional office. TRAFFIC is  the wildlife trade monitoring network, 
which is the leading non-governmental organization working globally 
on trade in wild animals and plants in the context of both biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable development.  
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Calendar of Activities 
April 2019 

MNS Talk 
Jointly hosted by MNS Marine Group and MNS Herp Group. 

 
Marine Environment in a Changing World  
                                          by Prof Norhayati Ahmad 

Date     : Saturday, 20 April 2019 

Time     : 10.00am – 12.00noon (1 hr + Q&A) 

Venue  : MNS HQ Auditorium, Jalan Kelantan Bukit Persekutuan 

Sustainable management of marine resources requires a good 
understanding of coastal and marine ecology (especially mangroves, 
sea grass and coral reefs); biodiversity (status and conservation); 
oceanography, fisheries and other extractive uses; and environmental 
and human issues and threats.  

The marine environment is under pressure from growing human 
populations and development. Many islands are small in size, and 
natural resources are very limited. Many coral reefs are declining from 
overfishing, pollution, terrestrial runoff and uncontrolled tourism 
development. Industrial fisheries are threatening commercial fisheries 
stocks, illegal fishing is widespread, and island communities gain 
minimal economic benefit from their offshore fisheries exploitation. 

Ocean resource management is more important now than ever before. 
New approaches are needed to assist communities, the private sector 
and national governments in sustainable development of marine 
resources. The biggest challenge that presents a serious threat to the 
integrity of the marine biosphere is ocean acidification. Trends of rising 
acidity of the oceans have been recorded and the threat is as real as 
the global warming.  

Bio of Speaker: 

Professor Norhayati Ahmad is well known for her work in herpetology 
and has a frog named in her honour: Norhayati's Flying Tree Frog 
(Rhacophorus norhayatiae). She is also an avid diver and has carried out 
marine conservation work in Sipadan and Langkawi Island. She has 
published a gorgeous coffee table book titled "Life in the Triangle" that 
can be found in bookstores now! So do attend this talk to hear about 
what we can do to maintain our beautiful marine environments. See her 
amazing underwater photography and perhaps get an autographed copy 
of Life in the Triangle.  
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Calendar of Activities 
Botanical Observation at Taman Paku Pakis 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia   

Date     : Saturday, 27 April 2019 

Time     : 8.30am sharp (duration will be about 3 hours) 

Starting point: Entrance to Taman Paku Pakis, UKM, Bangi. 

Payment: MYR15 per person (please bring exact change) 

Come join the MNS Flora SIG to learn about basics of botanical 
observation at Taman Paku Pakis in Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 
(UKM). 

Register by 6 April 2019 by notifying the organizer  at 
kevinchoongck@gmail.com with your name and contact details. 
Maximum 15 persons planned for a comfortable experience. 

Getting there: From the UKM main entrance, you'll immediately come to 
a roundabout.  Take the 9 o'clock turn (1st exit from the circus). After 
the overhead building, ensure to take right along the one-way street. Go 
straight all the way until you see Taman Paku Pakis on your left. Drive 
and park your cars sensibly. 

Car-pooling: UKM is a hive of activities on weekends.  Hence, it makes 
sense to car-pool when possible.  Write to kevinchoongck@gmail.com if 
you can offer seat(s) in your vehicle and the area you are coming from. 

Wear long sleeves and trousers.  A cap may be good too.  Put on insect 
repellent. Bring along sufficient drinking water.  

 

 

April 2019 
 

Flora SIG Talks & Activities 

 

The Life of Birds in the Forests of Peninsular 
Malaysia                                      by Rosli Omar   
 
Date     :  Saturday, 6 April 2019 

Time     :  9.30am 

Venue  :   MNS HQ Auditorium, Jalan Kelantan Bukit Persekutuan 

You are invited to attend forthcoming public talk in April 2019, by Mr 
Rosli Omar, MNS Flora SIG member and volunteer. Save the date! 

Unknown to many of us, Malaysian forest birds are amongst the most 
magnificent in the world. Yet they are also increasingly endangered. 
Focusing on birds in the forests of the peninsular of the country — 
lowland, highland or montane, and mangrove — this talk will shed 
light on a range of aspects relating to these feathered creatures. How 
does one distinguish between male and female birds? Adults, 
subadults and juveniles? What are the differences in their plumage 
and behaviour during the mating and non-mating seasons, and the 
breeding and non-breeding seasons? Why do they have calls and 
songs? The session will also discuss the important role birds play in 
the ecosystem, the challenges they are up against, and how we can 
each play a role to address this. 

 Bio of speaker: Rosli Omar has been birding for some 20 years. He 
was a lecturer at Universiti Malaya till 2012. He recently published a 
book, Birds of the Forests of Peninsular Malaysia: a photographic 
guide. It contains 301 species of birds in the three forest habitats in 
350 pages. 
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Calendar of Activities 

Do follow the Flora SIG Group's activities on our Facebook group page 
'MNS Selangor Branch Flora Group' for updates on this and other 
activities. You may also contact us by emailing to 
mnsflora@gmail.com or leave a comment on our Facebook event 
page. We look forward to connecting with you. 

Guided Walk at Bukit 

Persekutuan’s Urban Community 

Forest (UCF) – Cempedak Trail 

Come join the MNS Flora SIG on regular guided walk at 

Bukit Persekutuan’s Cempedak Trail on the 3rd Saturday 

of every month (next one is on 20 April 2019). 

        Starting time: 8.00am sharp; lasts 2 hours or lesser 

(depending on the interpretive topics covered). 

        Starting point: Roundabout Bukit Persekutuan 

(meeting point of Jalan Negeri Sembilan, Jalan Selangor 

and Jalan Persekutuan). Park beside Jln N. Sembilan. 

        Cost: While no obligations are imposed, the Flora 

group welcomes a donation of MYR5 per person at the 

end of the walk. The funds collected would be used for 

Flora SIG activities at the UCF eg resources for the UCF 

nursery, or other projects at the UCF. 

        Conditions and Attire: It is recommended to put on 

long sleeves, trousers and socks that cover your feet and a 

cap which can cover the nape area. Bring along on insect 

repellent if available. Avoid any tight-fitting clothes as it 

may not be able to prevent mosquito bites. Sandals & 

slippers not permitted. Bring sufficient drinking water.  

        Be at the starting point at least 15 minutes before the 
walk so that we can start on time. No pre-registration 
required.     
       Contact kevinchoongck@gmail.com for more 
information. 

The Role of Trees in The Permaculture Design Method 
                                                            by Mr Anas Suhaib b Miswan 

Date of Talk     : Saturday, 4 May 2019 

Time                  : 9.30am 

Venue              : MNS HQ Auditorium, Jalan Kelantan Bukit Persekutuan 

Current environmental issues show the inefficiencies and structural 
problems of our contemporary understanding of nature and its 
relationship to human society. Thus, we must shift to new methods of 
existence. Here we look into the philosophy and methodology of 
permaculture for a viable solution to our current situation. Permaculture 
(Permanent Agriculture) as popularized by Bill Mollison, is the conscious 
design and maintenance of agriculturally productive ecosystems which 
have the diversity, stability, and resilience of natural ecosystems.  

 Bio of speaker 
Name : Anas Suhaib bin Miswan           Base : Simpang Renggam, Johor 
Academic : Architecture graduate (University of Liverpool) 
Certificates : Permaculture Design Course, Asset and Facility Management, 
Humanitarian Aid Management, Kampung Chicken Farming 
Permaculture design expertise and areas of interest : Edible landscape 
design, Integrated chicken farming, Rural community building and 
empowerment, Nature school educator, Eco-tourism 
Permaculture Design Projects : 1. Parit Sikom Esplanade, Firefly habitat 
and mangrove conservation. Pontian, Johor. 2. Eco Camp Peta, Indigenous 
Community Conservation Area, Eco-tourism and organic farming. Endau, 
Johor. 

Calendar of activities 

Photo by Min An from Pexels 
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‘BIOVIVA THE GAME’ 
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What more this new version?! A multi award winning game since inception is now available to Malaysians. For further details, you can connect 
with us via: M: +6010 280 8859 (WhatsApp or Telegram) E: wecare@littlepacha.com W: www.littlepacha.com FB Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Little-Pacha-121193968052250/ 

Our previous testimonial from a MNS member 
in 2014 includes: 
"BioViva is a board game which challenges your 
ability to strategise and your knowledge of 
geography, history, science and natural history. 
To call it "educational" would be an 
understatement -- it was highly instructive and 
informative even for an adult like me with many 
years of experience in environmental activism.  
 
The Environmental Trivia cards are excellent for 
use not only with the board game but also for 
quizzes and competitions. Be prepared to 
absorb a lot of useful and fascinating 
information. Recommended for teens and 
adults. Each round takes an average of 1 to 1.5 
hours to play.“ 
 
By: Wong Ee Lynn Coordinator, Green Living SIG & EcoKids  
       Malaysian Nature Society 

WE WELCOME THE NEW GENERATION ‘BIOVIVA THE GAME’ TO 
MALAYSIA! Our first game, Bioviva The Game, a classic that has 
sold 200,000 copies, is now reimagined and improved for the 
21st century! An unforgettable family game that mixes unusual 
question-answer pairs about Nature and comes with new fun 
challenges! This game recently won the Etoiles Du Jouet 2018 
Award amongst many more.  



MOUNTAIN GOAL ADVENTURE CONSULTANT (742912-V) 

  Website: http://www.mymountaingoal.com        E-mail: goalus@mymountaingoal.com 

Everest Base Camp/ Kalapattar Trek  
from 18/5/2019 to 31/5/2019 (14D13N)  

(Confirmed Trip) 

Contact: Thong at H/P +6016-6375622 WhatsApp, WeChat & Viber  
Office: 03-40248896     Email: goalus@mymountaingoal.com 

The Four Maiden's Mountain Scenic Area is an unspoiled wilderness park located in 
western Sichuan Province, near the town of Rilong in Aba Autonomous Prefecture. It is 
220 kilometers (about 136 miles) from Chengdu. The main attraction of this scenic spot 
is its unspoiled natural beauty. The unusual shapes of the mountain peaks are rarely 
seen anywhere else in the world. The blue sky, clouds and mist, snow peaks, ancient 
cypress forests, rushing waterfalls, and alpine meadows make this area a nature lover’s 
dream. As the biggest scenic area in Aba Autonomous Prefecture, the scenic area 
includes one mountain – Four Maiden's Mountain, and three valleys – Two Bridge 
(Shuangqiao) Valley, Long Peace (Changping) Valley, and Alpine Lake (Haizi) Valley. 
Mt. Siguniang shan consists of four adjacent mountain peaks. It got its unusual name 
from a local Tibetan legend that says the four peaks are the embodiments of four pretty 
girls. At 6,250 metres (about 20,500 feet), the highest peak, known as ‘the little girl’ is 
also called the 'Queen Peak' of Mt. Shu Shan in the Hengduan range. There is a higher 
'King Peak' in Sichuan province but it is not in this area. 
Two free Training trip. 
Further info please sign in: http://www.mymountaingoal.com/backpackn-
sichuan11.htm 
 

Experience the culture of the Sherpas in 
route to Khumbu village. 
Enjoy a climb to the scintillating 
Kalapattar 5,545m. /18190ft, one of the 
most spectacular vantage points in the 
Everest region. 
 
Explore enchanting views of Everest, 
Pumori, Ama Dablam, Nuptse, Lhotse, 
Makalu and many other towering peaks. 
 
Two free training trips will provided for 
the Everest Base Camp trip. 
 
Further info please sign in: 
www.mymountaingoal.com/everest 
kalapattar.htm 
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Mount Siguniang Shan (Four Maiden's Mountain) via Da Fan 

(5030M) from 19/9/2019 to 25/9/2019  

http://www.mymountaingoal.com/
http://www.mymountaingoal.com/
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http://www.mymountaingoal.com/
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http://www.mymountaingoal.com/
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mailto:goalus@mymountaingoal.com
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mailto:goalus@mymountaingoal.com


20 



Date Time Description
13/9/2019 (FRI) 3 pm Check in Kinabalu Daya 

Hotel.

7 pm Dinner (note: dinner on 
your own)

Note: Free and Easy

14/9/2019 (SAT) 9am Registration

10am AGM

12pm Lunch 

1pm Continue with AGM

2.30pm Tea

4pm End of Meeting

15/9/2019 (SUN) 5am – 7pm Activity - Kinabalu Park 
Birding Tour
Meet at Hotel Lobby

8.30am – 5pm Activity - Twin Island 
Hopping
Meet at Hotel Lobby

TENTATIVE ITINERARY



BRANCH COMMITTEE  2017-2019 

JOHOR BRANCH 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/ 
Chair              Abbott Chong Ching Hua 
                        abbott_chong@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     Moses Wong Choo Hooi 
                        junglemania64@yahoo.com 
Secretary      Belinda Wong Mei Lang 
                        belinda@bellogistics.com 

KEDAH BRANCH 
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan 
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, Kedah 
Chair               Left. Kol Husamuddin bin  
                         Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com 
Vice Chair      Mohamad Yani Madewnus 
                         madew75@gmail.com 
Secretary       Phang Fatt Khow 
                         fkphang05@yahoo.com 

KELANTAN BRANCH 
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota 
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com 
Chair              Amir Hamzah B Abdul Shukor 
                        amir7711@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Zulhazman Hamzah 
                        zulhazman@umk.edu.my 
Secretary      Nazahatul Anis Amaludin 
                        anisamaludin@gmail.com 

LANGKAWI BRANCH 
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com 
Chair               Borhan Hamid 
                         brobob@ymail.com 
Vice Chair      Dato’ Alexander Issac     
                         alex@tropicalcharters.com.my 

Secretary       Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel 
                         daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo 
                          .com 
 
NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH 
Chair              Lee Seng Hong 
                        leesenghong88@gmail.com 
Vice Chair       
Secretary       June Teng 
                         MNS.N9Melaka@gmail.com 
 
PAHANG BRANCH 
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg 
Chair             Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar 
                       versed_anggerik@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair      Chin Wai Fatt 
                         chinwaifatt@yahoo.com 
Secretary       Chow Mee Foong 
                         chowmeefoong@yahoo.com 
 
PENANG BRANCH 
Nature Information Centre (NIC), 
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 
10350 Penang.   Tel: 04-2273673 
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call 
before visiting) 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
malaysiannaturalsociety/ 
Email: mnspenang@yahoo.com 
Chair              Tan Choo Eng 
                        chooengtan@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     Tajul Arosh Baroky 
                        tajul_ab@yahoo.com 
Secretary      Tan Pek Tao, Peggy 
                        tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORY                   

PERAK BRANCH 
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden 
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak 
mnsperak@gmail.com 
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com 
Chair              Zaharil Dzulkafly 
                        zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com 
Secretary      Georgia Tham Yim Fong 
                        georgi8tham@yahoo.com 
 
SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH 
Chair              Anna Wong 
                        annawg888@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Jimmy Omar 
                        jemyomar@gmail.com 
Secretary      Nur Syamimi Makbul 
                        mimimakbul@yahoo.com 
 
SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH 
Chair              Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi 
                        hattasawabi@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair     Ooi Chin Hock 
                        ooichinhock@gmail.com 
Secretary      Chong Ket Vui Dusun 
                        dusun_chong@yahoo.com 
 
SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH 
mnskuching@gmail.com 
Chair                Rose Au Nyat Jun 
                          anyatjun@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair       Johan Roslan 
                          kaboy71@gmail.com 
Secretary        Audrey Dominic Neng 
                          audreyneng@gmail.com 

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH 
mnsmiri@yahoo.com 
Blog: mnsmiri.blogspot.com 
Chair                 Musa Musbah 
                           sammua@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair        --                            
Secretary         Achmed Azizie B Marzuki 
                           achmedazizie@hotmail.com 
 
SELANGOR BRANCH 
c/o MNS HQ address 
https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangor 
branch 
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com 
Chair           Pasupathy Jayaraj 
                     pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair       Wong Ee Lynn 
                          wongeelynn@yahoo.com 
Secretary        Grace Chin Haw Yiing 
                          gracehychin@gmail.com 
 
TERENGGANU BRANCH 
1926 Bukit Kubang Jambu, 
20050 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu 
mnsterengganu@gmail.com 
Chair               Wong Chee Ho 
                         cheeho04@live.com 
Vice Chair      Prof Sulong bin Ibrahim 
                         sulong@umt.edu.my 
Secretary        Dr Chong Ju Lian 
                         julianchong78@gmail.com 
 

MNS HQ 
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan, 
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on 
Jalan Mahameru) 
Open: Mondays – Fridays  9 am–5:30 pm 
T: 03-2287 9422     F: 03-2287 8773 
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my 
Membership:      Leong Wee Chin 

21 

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com


PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made 
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors 
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the 
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit for length and content. 

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and 

other interesting news. Do like the page at this 

link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist  

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ names (max. 
800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 
480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. must reach the Editor by the 
13th of each month (unless noted otherwise) via the following  
e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com. 

Advertising rates: 
Classifieds            : RM5 per column inch 
Quarter page ad : RM30  
Half page ad        : RM60 

Payments: 
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.  
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.  
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement          
  to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com. 

Discount rate for ads paid in advance: 
3 adverts paid in advance    – 5% off published rate; 
6 adverts paid in advance    – 10% off published rate; 
9 adverts paid in advance    – 15% off published rate; 
12 adverts paid in advance  – 20% off published rate. 

Computer Recycling Collection Centre 
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a 
designated recycling collection centre for old computers 
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.  
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the 
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling 
establishment.  
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or 
check out Penang Branch web pages. 

Attention 

22 

mailto:tapir2005@gmail.com

	AGM 2019.pdf
	Slide Number 1


