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Nature Carnival in the City      Article & photos by Khor Hui Min 

This year, for the first time, MNS Negeri Sembilan/Melaka Branch, in collaboration with the Royale Chulan Seremban Hotel, organised a nature 
festival called ‘Nature Carnival in the City’. Held in conjunction with their Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 14 July 2019, the day-long carnival 
had activities that were suitable for all ages.  

The mission of this one-day festival was to bring together all nature, conservation and environmental organisations to showcase their work. The 
objectives were to bring nature closer to the city or urban folks in a fun, conducive atmosphere and to give a better understanding of what it is 
like to be working in the environmental field. To achieve the latter, a two-hour ‘Nature Heroes’ forum was conducted, bringing together many 
leading experts to share what their day-to-day work is like and the employment potential in the field of nature/conservation.  

Booths with nature and environmental products and themes. 

Manao, a stall selling 
orang asli handmade craft 
from Sarawak, was very 
popular. 



Booths set up by the Departments of Forestry, Wildlife and Environment, as well as 
iCycle and SWM, provided information and clarification on the state’s forest reserves, 
animals and environmental protection plans. The universities supported the event as 
well by offering information about the environmental courses available at their 
campuses. Of course, making the event fun, enjoyable and experiential was the order 
of the day. We had face-painting, arts and crafts, cup stacking, Zumba Kids, drum 
circle, card games, storytelling, pandan leaf flower making, eco-bag making from 
recycled plastics and a ‘building from recyclables’ challenge.  

Officiated by YB Tuan Veerapan A/L Superamaniam, EXCO and ADUN of Repah, the 
event was well-received, and many visitors came to support it. They were mostly 
families with young children. It was a good initiative by the parents to expose their 
children to nature appreciation and environmental education and awareness at a 
young age. These days, too many city dwellers have become detached and far 
removed from nature, living in their concrete worlds of consumerism and instant 
gratification. It is time to change this lifestyle, because it is unsustainable, and the best 
way to do that is through education.   

For more information on activities organised by the MNS Negeri Sembilan/Melaka 
Branch, send an email to mns.n9melaka@gmail.com.  
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Face painting at Arts & Crafts 
booth entertained children who 
visited the carnival.  

Making flowers from 
pandan leaves was an 

interesting craft activity. 



Fraser’s Hill International Bird Race  
– It’s not all Birds! 
Article and photos by Tan Choo Eng 

As a Malaysian Nature Society member, I have 
participated in six Fraser’s Hill Bird Races. Fraser’s 
Hill is a well-known birding hot spot in Malaysia. This 
year, the team from Penang Branch comprising 
James Ooi, Beryl Nolan and myself participated in 
the 31st Edition of this Race. Johor was also 
represented. Pahang and Bird Conservation Council 
took a combined stall. 

Some people might be wondering - what is a bird 
race? For the uninitiated, they might think it is 
something similar to a pigeon race. However, it is 
not. The objective of the race is to spot and identify 
the maximum number of bird species over a fixed 
period, usually over 24 hours, although there are 
variations, for example, from dusk to dawn. For 
some of the races, instead of prizes, ‘sponsors’ will 
donate to a worthy cause according to the number 
of species counted. Lately, a new trend of “bird 
count” events has emerged. 

My birding partner, James Ooi, takes the bird race 
seriously, participating to win. The Red-headed 
Trogon, the Siamang, and the endemic Malaysian 
Whistling Thrush are some of the birds and primates 
spotted.  

A Red-headed Trogon. A Siamang. 

A Malaysian 
Whistling Thrush. 
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In addition to the usual bird race, there was a bird photography 
competition and night ‘herping’ by Penang Branch member, Muin, which 
was well attended. It was a frog lifer for me (and perhaps Muin) when we 
found a ‘Bird-dropping Frog’ Theloderma asperum. A montane skink, 
likely to be the Sphenomorphus senja, restricted to the Titiwangsa range, 
was also found during the herping trip, in addition to the beautiful 
Marbled Bent-toed Gecko Cyrtodactylus quadrivirgatus. We observed 
herping etiquette, where all amphibians and reptiles found, if handled, 
were handled solely by Muin, and each was released to the location 
where it was first found. 

As in past races that I have attended, the night is usually given to 
presentations on various bird topics, and this year it was more into bird 
tourism, foreign birding locations and conservation issues.  

This was the year where we did not even win a consolation prize. A 
record total of 96 teams participated, with 15 international teams, 30 
local teams, and 51 student teams. The overall winner was ‘Flycatchers’ 
from Sabah with 79 species spotted. 
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Herping participants. 

A Bird-dropping frog. 

A Marbled Bent-toed Gecko. 

A montane Skink. 
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Fraser’s Hill International Bird Race  

Organizers, judges & sponsors. 

Participants. 

Marshal spot check. 

Pahang Branch. The Winners - The Flycatchers from Sabah. 

Penang & 
Selangor Branch 

participants. 



IT’S TIME TO GET SERIOUS ABOUT SINGLE-USE 
PLASTICS 

The purported plastic straw ban has been in effect in KL, Putrajaya, and 
Labuan since Jan 1, and in Selangor since July 1. Yet, apart from signs in 
eateries stating that straws are only available upon request, there has been 
no marked decline in the number of straws used and disposed of. In many 
eateries, straws are given by default, and when I asked the eatery staff why 
plastic straws continue to be inserted into beverages by default, the response 
is that customers often scold the eatery staff and demand straws, so inserting 
straws by default will save them the additional trip back to the drinks counter. 

This clearly shows that the purported straw ‘ban’ is not a ban but merely an 
advisory. It will have no actual impact on reducing plastic production, 
consumption or waste in Malaysia, and is merely a publicity exercise by 
governmental agencies to create the impression that they are doing 
something about the issue of plastic waste. There is no binding force to this 
advisory, no enforcement of the restriction against plastic straws, and no 
penalties or charges for those who wish to continue using plastic straws. It 
neither reduces the demand for plastic straws nor increases the demand for 
reusable alternatives such as steel or bamboo straws or compostable 
alternatives such as plant-based or paper straws, since no alternatives to 
plastic straws are offered at eateries, and no fee is charged for those who 
insist on being given straws.    

The risible advisory is also ineffective because plastic straws, as well as other 
single-use disposable plastic and styrofoam products, are still available for 
sale in retail outlets and supermarkets. Further, the purported ‘ban’ does not 
extend to cover hawker stalls, catering services, or even beverage shops 
such as the mushrooming bubble tea shops. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 



A March 2019 survey by YouGov Omnibus reports that although 91% of 
Malaysians expressed the opinion that environmental conservation is 
important, 22% admitted to using plastic straws daily and 24% use 
plastic bags daily. From the survey, it is also clear that although the 
survey participants were aware of the need to reduce the use of single-
use items such as plastic bags and straws, 44% believe that the onus is 
not on them but on the government to protect the environment. This 
survey, as well as the findings from outreach work done by various 
environmental NGOs in Malaysia, reveals that there is no lack of 
environmental awareness in Malaysia, only a lack of a sense of 
responsibility. Knowing this to be the predominant mindset amongst 
Malaysians, the government’s half-hearted attempt to limit the use of 
plastic straws is doomed to fail.  

However, recalcitrant and apathetic consumers are not even the main 
reason the ‘no plastic straw’ campaign is doomed to fail. This campaign, 
like the one against the free distribution of plastic bags, is and will 
remain ineffective because the focus is almost entirely on consumers 
and end users. The onus is on consumers to give up straws and single-
use plastics and find their own alternatives. Compliance is higher 
among urban and educated populations, but for lower income 
individuals, any charge or ban on plastic bags and straws is seen only as 
another burden.  

In the battle against plastic waste, the government’s focus needs to 
shift from the end users to producers and businesses. There is 
currently insufficient pressure on plastics manufacturers to declare 
their plastic use, set plastic reduction targets, and redesign products 
and packaging to use less plastic. The existing governmental campaigns 
have no effect on plastics manufacturers’ production levels or profit 
margins. Plastics manufacturers love these types of ‘awareness’ and 
‘voluntary reduction’ campaigns, because there is no obligation on 
them to reduce production. If a campaign or initiative fails, they can 
blame consumers for failure to comply with advisories, for littering, for 
being ignorant or recalcitrant, and for not recycling enough.  7 

Plastics manufacturers also love initiatives such as beach cleanups and 
recycling drives, because it creates the impression that they are doing 
something to address the issue of plastic waste without actually 
reducing production or changing the way they do business. More and 
more resources will then be poured into awareness and education 
campaigns and recycling drives in schools, when the crux of the 
problem is that our planet cannot cope with the amount of plastics 
already in the biosphere and the amount of plastics that will continue 
to be produced.  

The World Economic Forum reports that we use 20 times as much 
plastic as we did 50 years ago, and this will continue to rise with 
incomes and industrialisation. Worldwide, plastic production and use 
is growing at a 10% rate, but in the developing world and most Asian 
countries, it is growing much faster than that, and this is more than 
the existing waste management infrastructure can handle, leading to 
over 9 million tons of plastics dumped into the oceans each year. 

What the plastics industry does not want us to know is that recycling 
is not the solution, because most single-use plastics are never 
designed to be recycled. They are designed for low cost, light weight 
and convenience. As a result, even the best global efforts can only 
achieve a 10-20% recycling rate. Even when collected and separated 
for recycling, the low grade and low recyclability of these single-use 
plastic items means that they will be landfilled and burned. Existing 
recycling technology isn’t good enough, largely because of limitations 
in how plastics can be sorted by chemical composition and cleaned of 
additives. Most plastics that are recycled are shredded and 
reprocessed into lower-value plastics, such as polyester carpet fibre. 
Only 2% are recycled into products of the same quality. As long as 
decision-makers keep the focus on consumer behaviour, plastic 
manufacturers can continue carrying on business as usual and flooding 
the market with more and more low-grade, non-recyclable plastic 
packaging and products.  



The Pakatan Harapan government started off their term saying the right 
things and showing determination to end the scourge of plastic waste in 
Malaysia. Despite many promising-sounding announcements, there has 
been no concrete and measurable action taken to reduce plastic 
production and waste in Malaysia apart from yet more ‘awareness’ 
campaigns. For awareness and educational campaigns to work, there 
must be a corresponding ban on the production, import, sale and use 
of single-use plastic packaging, a higher focus on and incentive for 
switching to reusable and compostable alternatives, and a setting of 
reduction targets for manufacturers and businesses.   

Science journal reported in 2015 that Malaysia is among the top 8 
highest offending ocean plastic polluters globally. Malaysia then signed 
the December 2017 UN Resolution on microplastics and marine litter, but 
has not really treated the issue with urgency or done anything with 
measurable outcomes to date. Consumer awareness campaigns and 
“request a straw only if you really need one” advisories are not 
measurable because no targets can be set or measured for such 
campaigns. Holding X number of roadshows and issuing X number of 
public service announcements cannot be translated into X tonnes of 
plastic waste reduced.  

One of the most effective ways to bring about an actual, measurable 
reduction in plastic waste within a definite timeline is to get 
manufacturers and businesses to set and meet reduction targets. Due to 
consumer and investor demands, many companies including Nestle and 
Pepsico are under pressure to disclose their annual plastic packaging use, 
set reduction goals, and transition to recyclable, reusable or compostable 
packaging and products. Nestle and Unilever have already pledged to 
make its plastic packaging fully reusable, recyclable or compostable by 
2025, Adidas and Dell are manufacturing products and packaging using 
recycled ocean plastics, and new start-ups are introducing everything 
from edible cutlery to sauce and seasoning sachets made of seaweed 
that will dissolve in water.  
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Companies should not just be focusing on facilitating and encouraging 
recycling, but on reducing the amount of plastics used and designing 
their products and packaging out of recycled plastics or compostable 
materials in the first place. This is the kind of measurable reduction 
target we want to see in Malaysia. We should incentivise these kinds 
of innovation, by increased consumer support, or through 
governmental tax rebates and Research and Development funds. 

We have only a small window of time left to deal with plastic pollution 
and its harmful impact on biodiversity, climate, human health, and the 
economy. Malaysia cannot achieve pollution and waste reduction 
targets by waiting for consumers to do the right thing and by 
protecting manufacturers and the plastics industry. Karnataka State in 
India has banned several types of single-use plastic items and banned 
manufacturers from producing these products. Kenya has 
implemented a nationwide ban on plastics bags, which also covers 
distributors and producers. Vanuatu has outlawed plastic bags and 
many single-use plastic items, and is moving towards banning 
disposable diapers. Malaysia must move beyond advising customers to 
ask the waiter or go to the counter if they need a straw, and calling this 
measure a ‘ban’.  
 
WONG EE LYNN 
MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY (MNS) SELANGOR 
Email address: wongeelynn@yahoo.com 
Contact number: 013 228 6812 
 
 



ECO KIDS COLUMN 

A modern short story of 

Cinder-ella 
with an eco-twist 

 
by Ng Zhang En 

The fairy godmother 
Ella’s fairy godmother appeared and helped her to 
go to the ball. “Okay… Do you want me to get you a 
car?” said the fairy godmother. “No. Petrol waste 
and air pollution. Just put me on the bus please.” 
said Ella. Soon after she  found an old simple blue 
dress of Marion’s and a pair of matching turquoise 
high heels . She dressed and caught the bus. 

At the ball 
Ella found out that the food catering used plastic 
utensils and plastic plates! Luckily, Cinderella 
always carried reusable utensils and a canteen with 
her and soon settled down to eat.  The Prince asked 
Ella for a dance and a conversation started: 

Ella      :“Do you like animals?” 
Prince: “To eat them? Yes!” 
Ella      : “Err, do you like the environment?” 
Prince: “No. I hate outdoors.” 
*Edward reached for a cigarette* 
Ella      : “You smoke?” 
Prince: “Yes.” 
Ella      : “Were you the one that ordered the food 
catering with the plastic utensils and plates?” 
Prince: “Yes.” 
Ella      : “I see. I better get going.” 

Cinderella hurried out the ballroom and thought to 
herself ,“I better not marry such a person. He does 
not know a single thing about the environment!” 

The final test 
On the day of the ‘test’, after much drama, the 
Prince found Ella. 
“Will you marry me?” asked Prince Edward. “I am 
sorry, no. I can’t” said Cinde-rella. “I have not known 
you for long, you mainly like me for my beauty and I 
dislike your bad environment knowledge,” she 
concluded. 
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Ella’s parents 
One day, Ella’s mother died and her father, in 
misery, gambled all the money away. Sad and 
moneyless, he married a widow who had two 
daughters hoping that this marriage would 
improve his life.  But  it didn’t happen and he 
was lost at sea, literally. 

The step-mother & step-sisters 
Now the widow, whose name was Jeanne 
started an evil plan with her two daughters 
Marion and Irena. Ella or Cinder-ella (they would 
call her) had to do all the housework at home. 
And worst of all, just to make fun and bully her, 
Marion and Irena made her eat with plastic 
utensils, paper cups and styrofoam plates. They 
also forced her to wash the house and car with a 
hose, not allowing her to switch it off for the 
whole time.  

The Prince’s ball 
One day Prince Edward Whatchacallit invited all 
unmarried ladies of the town to a ball at the 
royal palace. At the end of the ball, the prince 
would choose his wife-to-be.  
Eventhough Ella was not allowed to attend, she 
tried,  but failed, to convince Jeanne not to buy 
new dresses. “No, I certainly have not heard of 
such fast fashion and clothes pollution,” Jeanne 
said.  

EPILOGUE 

Many months later Cinder-ella was free. 
She had her father’s money and property 
back. She had made her own business, 
started a campaign against human 
trafficking and her own environment 
campaign too. All her life she stayed single 
and adopted a girl named Emma and had 
lots of pets from the animal shelter. She 
never found her father. 

The End. 

Picture source: www.downtoearth.org.in 
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Up-Coming NEC Programmes 
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MNS AGM 2019  
CHANGE OF VENUE 
Please be informed that our Annual General Meeting (AGM) that was 
planned to be held in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah on 14 September 2019 
(Sat) will be rescheduled to take place in Kerteh, Terengganu due to 
unforeseen circumstances.  
 
Please find the details for the AGM 2019 as follows: 
 
Date: 14 September 2019 (Saturday) 
Time: 10.00 am 
Venue: ecoCare Centre, Kerteh, Terengganu 
  
Things you can experience this coming September during the AGM: 

Cherating, Kuantan 
-   Sg Pandan Waterfall 
-   See the fireflies 
-   Snorkeling trip to Snake Island  

ecoCare Centre, Kerteh 
-   Mangrove guided tour 
-   Ma’Daerah Turtle Sanctuary 
-   Bird watching  

For further enquiries, please contact Ms. Leong Wee Chin at 03-2287 
9422 or email membership@mns.org.my  

Regards, 
Wee Chin 
Membership Unit 
Malaysian Nature Society 
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Fireflies need dark nights by Mr Sonny Wong 

Date of Talk  : Saturday, 3 August 2019 
Time               : 9.30am 
Venue            : MNS HQ Auditorium, Jalan Kelantan, Bukit 
Persekutuan 

That is this year's theme for the World Firefly Day 2019. Artificial 
lights at night (ALAN) is one of the global threats to the survival of 
the firefly. Firefly courtship is through communication. Dark nights 
are important for successful mating. Research shows that dark 
nights are important too for human and nocturnal wildlife well 
being. Should human safety be compromised for the fireflies 
survival?  

Sonny Wong is an MNS staff contributing to firefly conservation 
locally and internationally. He is an honorary secretary and founding 
member of the Fireflyers International Network and a co-chair of the 
IUCN SSC Firefly Specialist Group. The speaker started the World 
Firefly Day in 2018.  

Do follow the Flora SIG Group's activities on our Facebook group 
page 'MNS Selangor Branch Flora Group' for updates on this and 
other activities. You may also contact us by emailing to 
mnsflora@gmail.com or leave a comment on our Facebook event 
page. We look forward to connecting with you. 

Flora SIG Talks & Walks 
Guided Walk at Bukit Persekutuan's Urban Community 
Forest (UCF) - Cempedak Trail 

Date of Talk     : Saturday, 17 August 2019 
Time                  : 8.00am sharp 
Staring point   : Roundabout Bukit Persekutuan (meeting point of Jalan  
                            Negeri Sembilan, Jalan Selangor and Jalan Persekutuan) 
                            GPS 3.138598, 101.679001 (3°08'19.0"N 101°40'44.4"E 

Come join the MNS Flora SIG on regular guided walk at Bukit 
Persekutuan's Cempedak Trail on the third Saturday of each month. 

Starting time: 8.00am sharp; lasts 2 hours or lesser (depending on the 
interpretive topics covered).  

Starting point: Roundabout Bukit Persekutuan (meeting point of Jalan 
Negeri Sembilan, Jalan Selangor and Jalan Persekutuan).  

You can park along the road side on Jalan Negeri. 

Cost: While no obligations are imposed, the Flora group welcomes a 
donation of MYR5 per person at the end of the walk. The funds collected 
would be used for Flora SIG activities at the UCF e.g. resources for the UCF 
nursery, or other projects at the UCF. 

Be at the starting point at least 15 minutes before the walk so that we can 
start on time. 

Pre-registration is appreciated but not necessary.  For large groups of 
more than 7 persons, separate arrangement is needed. Contact 
kevinchoongck@gmail.com for more information. 

Picture source: Mother Nature Network 

mailto:kevinchoongck@gmail.com
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MNS PHOTO GROUP  

Date     : Wednesday, 21 August 2019 
Time     :  8.00pm 
Venue  : MNS HQ, Auditorium, Jalan Kelantan,  
                Bukit Persekutuan             
Session 1: Journey to Everest Base Camp 
“What did I sign up for? A casual “OK” answer from an invitation 
to go on a hike not knowing what to expect is a mistake not to be 
taken lightly. I was thinking, if my invitee a 73 year-old man can 
do it, why couldn’t I ? 
It was roughly 8 months away to the intended dates for the hike 
and I was just taking it easy. Bought the flight tickets and paid my 
deposit. Until three months before the trip than I realize that if I 
don’t train seriously, I won’t make it through.   
During the journey, one day sitting up in total darkness late into 
wee morning hours…thinking …those last minute training just 
wasn’t enough. With the strength in my body, I managed to take 
some photographs and would like to share them with you. 
So do mark your calendars and come see what the beautiful 
Himalaya mountains have to offer”. - George Ng. 
Session 2: Photogroup AGM 
It is time of the year were we are looking for talented members 
to come give us your support. 
We will be holding our Annual General Meeting to appoint our 
committee members to help steer Photogroup to greater 
heights. 
Do come and share your thoughts with us and if you have the 
time to spare to join into our committee. 

Terengganu MNS Post-AGM Trips 

Date     : Sunday, 15 September 2019 

Package 1: 2 day 1 night Lake Kenyir Birding and Houseboat package 
                    Cost: RM250 per pax. Min 25 pax 
Day 1- 07.30 am - Meet at Cengal Parking lot, Sungai Buweh recreational  
                                 road. 
          - 07.40 am -  Birding  facilitated by Mr Anuar McAfree and Wong  
                                  Chee Ho  
          - 09.30 am - Breakfast at Pengkalan Gawi 
          - 10.30 am - Pengkalan Gawi Jetty, board boat and visit Herba  
                                 Island (Lunch) 
          - 14.00 pm - Cruise to Lasir Waterfall (kayaking is available) and  
                                 overnight (Dinner)  
Day 2 - 09.00 am - Breakfast and Cruise to Kelah Santuary (Lunch) 
           - 14.00 pm. Tour end and arrive at Pangkalan Gawi Jetty 
Inclusive:  
* Accommodation on the houseboat (min 25 person / per houseboat) 
* Breakfast x 2 /Lunch x 2/Dinner x 1 
* Kelah Sanctuary permit fee 
Note: 
* Travel insurance not included 
* Itinerary subject to change 
* House boat with lifejacket and basic facilities. 
* Upon confirmation bookingfull payment required before arrival.  
    NON REFUNDABLE for cancellation OR NO SHOW. 

Package 2: Kenyir Birding RM35, min 10 pax 
- 07.30 am - Meet at Cengal Parking lot, Sungai Buweh recreational                 
                         road. 
- 07.40 am - Birding facilitated by Mr Anuar McAfree and Wong Chee Ho  
- 09.30 am - Breakfast at Pengkalan Gawi 
* Breakfast x 1  
* Binoculars will be provided (limited units) 
 
Contact: Wong Chee Ho 012-3639654 
                 Haji Wan Adnan 017-9861926 
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Date                  : 31 Aug (Sat, 5pm) – 2 Sept, 2019 (Mon, 12 pm)  
Meeting Point: Kelab Alami Mukim Tanjung Kupang HQ   
                            (https://bit.ly/2RgzqmG) 
Limited to        : 25 people (23 Participants and 2 Facilitators)  
Trip organiser/facilitators: HY Leong & Grace Chin 
Enquiry             : mnsmarinegroup-JohorTrip@yahoo.com 

Come and be enthralled on an educational journey that will let you walk 
on the seabed to explore the unique seagrass meadows. Kelab Alami 
guides will help you spot animals and understand the importance of this 
area to their families and history. If you are lucky, you may see dugong 
trails, octopi, sea hares, squid and seahorses! On the next day, mingle 
amongst fishermen who trade their nets to become fishmongers at their 
very own fishermen’s market by the jetty! While you learn about the local 
fish species, why not shop for Johor’s juicy pineapples and other fresh 
greens to bring back home? 

Aug – Sep 2019 
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And what’s a journey without photographs to remind you of the 
great time you had with friends and family? By participating, you are 
automatically entered in a photo competition with prizes and 
certificates sponsored by Photo SIG! Submit your best photograph of 
this heritage journey to Photo SIG’s e-mail via wetransfer. Photo SIG 
committee will judge and select the 3 winning photos. Each winner 
will get a 8” X 10” print suitable for framing and a certificate for 1st, 
2nd or 3rd place. Participants can also vote for the People’s Choice 
Award photo – which will be published in the next issue of Pencinta 
Alam with a photo credit. Photo SIG will arrange for a photo sharing 
session giving constructive feedback, concluding with a prize-giving 
ceremony!  

Itinerary  
31 Aug (Sat)  
12-2pm   : Check-in hotel/homestay, free & easy.  
5pm         : welcome & safety briefing at Kelab Alami HQ.  
6:30pm   : Dinner.  
 
1 Sept (Sun)  
6am         : Meet at Pak Ngah jetty (https://bit.ly/31wU4DK)  
(For the walk you need: Aquashoes, dive booties or Adidas kampung 
(no slippers, sandals or wellies/Pua Chu Kang boots)).  
6:30am    : Depart fromjetty.  
7am          : guided habitat walk  
9am          : Return to jetty  
9.30am     : Light refreshments, clean up and wrap-up  
11.30am  : To lunch, afternoon free & easy to explore - pineapple 
farms in Pekan Nenas, Legoland, Johor Premium Outlet, Sungai 
Melayu belacan making, visit organic farms, Panti Bird Sanctuary etc  
2 Sept (Mon)  
9am         : Visit Pasar Pendekar Laut (Fishermen Market) and       
                   Pasar Pagi (Morning Market)  
12pm       : Check-out & return home.  

Seagrass & Fishing Heritage Journey  
to Tanjung Kupang, Johor 

MNS Selangor Marine & Photo SIG 

https://bit.ly/2RgzqmG
https://bit.ly/2RgzqmG
https://bit.ly/31wU4DK
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Seagrass & Fishing Heritage Journey to Tanjung Kupang, 
Johor (cont’d) 

• Cost per person:  
     7 years old & above - RM260.  
     3-6 years old - RM150/pax. (* see important notes below).  
    Cost excludes transport, meals, accommodation and shopping but     
    includes MNS Group insurance, introduction & safety briefing, life- 
    vests during the boat ride (please let us know if you have young  
    children), return boat transfer jetty to seagrass meadow, a seagrass  
     habitat walk guided by Kelab Alami guides/rangers, light  
     refreshments and admin fee to Marine & Photo SIGs. 

* Important notes: 
1. Closing registration and payment date is 21 Aug 2019.  
2. Boat has a carrying capacity of ±5 normal size adults (excluding 

youth ranger and boatman). If under 5 in a boat, have large-sized 
adults and/or children, the organiser reserves the right to change 
the price based on the number & sizes.  

3. In the event of a storm/dangerous weather, the seagrass walk will 
be cancelled on the spot for safety with only partial refunds made.  

4. Transportation will be by carpooling. Kindly indicate during 
registration if you need or can offer transportation. We will share 
accommodation list with fully paid-up members in a What’s App 
chat group.  

5. Open only to those with valid MNS memberships and limited to 23 
participants. Non-members have to sign up here 
https://www.mns.my/join-us/ first in order to join us.  

To register and make full payment, please fill in the Google doc in the 
link: https://forms.gle/hpXgue84CR4zsdbD7 

 

Aug – Sep 2019 
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‘BIOVIVA THE GAME’ 
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What more this new version?! A multi award winning game since inception is now available to Malaysians. For further details, you can connect 
with us via: M: +6010 280 8859 (WhatsApp or Telegram) E: wecare@littlepacha.com W: www.littlepacha.com FB Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/Little-Pacha-121193968052250/ 

Our previous testimonial from a MNS member 
in 2014 includes: 
"BioViva is a board game which challenges your 
ability to strategise and your knowledge of 
geography, history, science and natural history. 
To call it "educational" would be an 
understatement -- it was highly instructive and 
informative even for an adult like me with many 
years of experience in environmental activism.  
 
The Environmental Trivia cards are excellent for 
use not only with the board game but also for 
quizzes and competitions. Be prepared to 
absorb a lot of useful and fascinating 
information. Recommended for teens and 
adults. Each round takes an average of 1 to 1.5 
hours to play.“ 
 
By: Wong Ee Lynn Coordinator, Green Living SIG & EcoKids  
       Malaysian Nature Society 

WE WELCOME THE NEW GENERATION ‘BIOVIVA THE GAME’ TO 
MALAYSIA! Our first game, Bioviva The Game, a classic that has 
sold 200,000 copies, is now reimagined and improved for the 
21st century! An unforgettable family game that mixes unusual 
question-answer pairs about Nature and comes with new fun 
challenges! This game recently won the Etoiles Du Jouet 2018 
Award amongst many more.  



MOUNTAIN GOAL ADVENTURE CONSULTANT (742912-V) 

  Website: http://www.mymountaingoal.com        E-mail: goalus@mymountaingoal.com 

Everest Base Camp / Kalapattar trek  

8/10/2019 to 21/10/2019 (14D13N) (Confirmed trip)  

Contact: Thong at H/P +6016-6375622 WhatsApp, WeChat & Viber  
Office: 03-40248896     Email: goalus@mymountaingoal.com 

Summary: Walk through villages, then climb through forests into the Annapurna 
Sanctuary, a valley surrounded by high Himalayan peaks. A great opportunity to get 
into the mountains without the altitude problems of the Mt. Everest. 
This fantastic 10-day trek offers the most spectacular landscape views of the 
Himalayas, allowing you to be completely immersed in the heart of the towering 
Annapurna range. Altitudes of 4130m are reached, and a reasonable level of physical 
fitness is required to comfortably complete this expedition.  
ALL In:- USD890 per pax (Minimum 2 pax) (Terms and conditions apply). 
Cost include : Transportation, Accommodation(Kathmandu, Porkhara and tea houses), 
3 meals during the trek, trekking permit, Guide and porter. 
Further information please sign in:- http://www.mymountaingoal.com/backpackn-
abc.htm 

Experience the culture of the Sherpas in route to Khumbu village. 

Enjoy a climb to the scintillating Kalapattar 5,545m./18190ft, one of the most 
spectacular vantage points in the Everest region. 

Explore enchanting views of Everest, Pumori, Ama Dablam, Nuptse, Lhotse, 
Makalu and many other towering peaks. 

ALL In: - USD1380 per pax (Minimum 2 pax) (Terms and conditions apply). 
Cost include: Return flight to Lukla, Transportation, Accommodation 
(Kathmandu and tea houses), 3 meals during the trek, trekking permit, Guide 
and porter. 
 
Two free training trips will provided for the Everest Base Camp trip. 

Further info please sign in: http://www.mymountaingoal.com/backpackn-
Ebc.htm 
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Annapurna Base Camp Via Poon Hill Trek (4130M)  

25/9/19 to 7/10/19 (13D12N) 
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JOHOR BRANCH 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/ 
Chair              Abbott Chong Ching Hua 
                        abbott_chong@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     Moses Wong Choo Hooi 
                        junglemania64@yahoo.com 
Secretary      Belinda Wong Mei Lang 
                        belinda@bellogistics.com 

 
KEDAH BRANCH 
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan 
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, Kedah 
Chair               Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin  
                         Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com 
Vice Chair      Mohamad Yani Madewnus 
                         madew75@gmail.com 
Secretary       Phang Fatt Khow 
                         fkphang05@yahoo.com 

 
KELANTAN BRANCH 
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota 
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com 
Chair              Nazahatul Anis Amaludin 
                        anisamaludin@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Che Azman B Nawi 
                       cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com 
Secretary      Wong Mei Lin 
                        meklawa@gmail.com 

LANGKAWI BRANCH 
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com 
Chair               Eric R. Sinnaya   
                         morahols@gmail.com 
Vice Chair      Dato’ Alexander Issac     
                         alex@tropicalcharters.com.my 

Secretary       Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel 
                         daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo 
                          .com 
 
NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH 
Chair               Vuthy Taing                                 
                         vuthy55@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair      Lim Ming Hui 
                         limmel05@yahoo.com    
Secretary       Carol See Oi Kuan                         
                         lattelover38@gmail.com 
 
PAHANG BRANCH 
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg 
Chair             Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar 
                       versed_anggerik@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair      Bong Sze Wai 
                         mnspahang@gmail.com 
Secretary       Chow Mee Foong 
                         chowmeefoong@yahoo.com 
 
PENANG BRANCH 
Nature Information Centre (NIC), 
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 
10350 Penang.   Tel: 04-2273673 
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call 
before visiting) 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
malaysiannaturalsociety/ 
Email: mnspenang@yahoo.com 
Chair              Tan Choo Eng 
                        chooengtan@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair     Tajul Arosh Baroky 
                        tajul_ab@yahoo.com 
Secretary      Tan Pek Tao, Peggy 
                        tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com 
 

DIRECTORY                   
PERAK BRANCH 
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden 
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak 
mnsperak@gmail.com 
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com 
Chair             Leow Kon Fah 
                       leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair    Zaharil Dzulkafly 
                       zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com 
Secretary      Georgia Tham Yim Fong 
                        georgi8tham@yahoo.com 
 
SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH 
Chair              Anna Wong 
                        annawg888@gmail.com 
Vice Chair     Jimmy Omar 
                        jemyomar@gmail.com 
Secretary      Nur Syamimi Makbul 
                        mimimakbul@yahoo.com 
 
SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH 
mnskuching@gmail.com 
Chair                Rose Au Nyat Jun 
                          anyatjun@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair       Asha Devi Kaushal  
                          princezhope@gmail.com 
Secretary        Audrey Dominic Neng 
                          audreyneng@gmail.com 
 
SELANGOR BRANCH 
https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangor 
branch 
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com 
Chair           Pasupathy Jayaraj 
                     pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair   Wong Ee Lynn 
                      wongeelynn@yahoo.com 
Secretary    Grace Chin Haw Yiing 
                      gracehychin@gmail.com 
 
 
 

TERENGGANU BRANCH 
24896, Taman Kiara, Pekan Batu 6, 21200 
Kuala Terengganu 
mnsterengganu@gmail.com 
Chair               Wong Chee Ho 
                         cheeho04@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair      Nik Mohd Shibli B Nik Jaafar 
                         nmshibli75@gmail.com 
Secretary        James Tan Chun Hong 
                         chtan.james@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH 
Chair              Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi 
                        hattasawabi@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair     Ooi Chin Hock 
                        ooichinhock@gmail.com 
Secretary      Chong Ket Vui Dusun 
                        dusun_chong@yahoo.com 
 
SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH 
mnsmiri@yahoo.com 
Blog: mnsmiri.blogspot.com 
Chair                 Musa Musbah 
                           sammua@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair        --                            
Secretary         Achmed Azizie B Marzuki 
                           achmedazizie@hotmail.com 
 

MNS HQ 
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan, 
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur 
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on 
Jalan Mahameru) 
Open: Mondays – Fridays  9 am–5:30 pm 
T: 03-2287 9422     F: 03-2287 8773 
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my 
Membership:      Leong Wee Chin 

BRANCH COMMITTEE  2019-2021 
BRANCH COMMITTEE  2017-2019 
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made 
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors 
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the 
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the 
right to edit for length and content. 

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and 

other interesting news. Do like the page at this 

link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist  

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ names (max. 
800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & no larger than 640 x 
480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. must reach the Editor by the 
13th of each month (unless noted otherwise) via the following  
e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com. 

Advertising rates: 
Classifieds            : RM5 per column inch 
Quarter page ad : RM30  
Half page ad        : RM60 

Payments: 
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.  
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.  
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement          
  to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com. 

Discount rate for ads paid in advance: 
3 adverts paid in advance    – 5% off published rate; 
6 adverts paid in advance    – 10% off published rate; 
9 adverts paid in advance    – 15% off published rate; 
12 adverts paid in advance  – 20% off published rate. 

Computer Recycling Collection Centre 
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a 
designated recycling collection centre for old computers 
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.  
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the 
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling 
establishment.  
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or 
check out Penang Branch web pages. 

Attention 
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