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PENCINTA ALAM
NEWSLETTER OF THE MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY

In light of the Covid-19 outbreak in the country, the Registrar of Societies (RoS) has banned all societies
from holding any activity including their annual general meetings (AGM) until 30th June 2020.

With regards to this, we regret to announce that all activities and scheduled programs by branches,
parks, centers and MNS Secretariat will be postponed till further notice. The MNS Secretariat team will
keep you posted from time to time should there be any updates from RoS.

Thank you very much for your kind understanding. May all of us have strength and hope to face this
trying time together. Rest assured the MNS conservation works will still go on as planned and your
support is very much appreciated.

You may contact membership@mns.org.my for further enquiries. Stay safe and take care.

Announcement

http://www.mns.my/
mailto:membership@mns.org.my
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Video of Prof. Ahmad with Mamat the Tapir:
https://youtu.be/O-5qd1i-L98

Do subscribe to our Youtube channel!:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3ISDnl

beRMwSdl2PPsbe9g
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WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT: 
HELP MALAYSIA SUSTAIN ITS RICE BOWL 

RESOURCES BY SAVING ULU MUDA FOREST, KEDAH!

The precious forest is currently endangered by illegal

activities. If we do not protect it, more than 32 million rakyat

could lose:

• a rainwater catchment area

• daily water supply for 3 northern states

• loss of paddy/beras supply

• loss of livelihood

• loss of irreplaceable wildlife and biodiversity

This is how you can play your part to help us save the Ulu

Muda Forest Reserve in Kedah. Help us by filling up this

online form with your opinion, 50-150 words. You can simply

share your thoughts about the forest and/or why would you

want the Ulu Muda Forest to be conserved. We plan to

compile your short write-up in the form of a publication, as

such, your opinion/support may be expressed in either in

English or Malay.

Share your thoughts now at:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9e93azfQtRTd

JYfG8WZwsP7fANKqAdFTLKBB0H2seKlfLJQ/viewform

If you can’t access the online form, you may also send your

encouragement via email to these addresses:

president@mns.org.my ; ulumuda@mns.org.my

For more information, please go to:

https://www.mns.my/2020/04/16/save-ulu-muda/

Image download from Researchgate:

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Location-of-the-Greater-Ulu-Muda-Forest-Complex-GUMFC-in-Kedah-State-

left-and-the_fig2_317733041

Surveys And Monitoring Of The Plain-pouched Hornbills In The Greater Ulu Muda Forest Complex, Kedah Darul

Aman, Peninsular Malaysia (2012-2013)

Thank you so much. 

We truly cherish your support!
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By Norazmir Mustapha

NATURE CONNECTION 101
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SNAPSHOTS OF A SECONDARY FOREST TRAIL

Almost all the interpretive walks conducted by the Nature

Guides Volunteers are carried out at secondary forest trails. In

general, secondary forests emerge from degraded primary

forests that are recovering from human activities such as

logging and agriculture. What looks like a glorious mess of trees

and thick undergrowth can offer a wholesome educational

session to enhance awareness on the wonders of Mother

Nature. We will share with you some of the interesting living

things that you can try to spot and identify when you go for your

walks in places like Bukit Gasing, Kota Damansara Community

Forests etc.

Secondary forests may not have huge and majestic trees as a

virgin or primary rain forests, but nevertheless it is still offering a

wonderful opportunity for people to appreciate nature,

Usually during the interpretive walks, the Nature Guide volunteers

will share with participants information on interesting plants that

can be found along the trail.
Continued on next page…
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One may just trample this

plant thinking that its

existence has no

significance .. but this is one

of the main ingredient to

make the popular Thai

Appetiser Miang Kham ...

here is an example of a link

you can learn about how the

leaves are used.

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=J3JJCd4sxT4

… Continued from previous page.

I was introduced this plant which normally

mistaken as a young palm tree as a miracle

plant. Lemba is a shrub and commonly found

growing on the forest floor of a secondary

forest. Traditionally, the leaf of this plant was

traditional used for wrapping food and the

whitish fruits are eaten fresh. Ironically, the

taste of the fruit is not sweet but after eating

the fruits, food consumed after will taste

sweet. Hence, the name miracle plant.

This fascinating plant is called bat lily. Quite

commonly found in some of the secondary

forests here in KL, probably due to the the

high humidity, shade and well drained soil,

which are all essential for the proper growth

and development of the plant.

Continued on next page…

This elephant ear plant is generally referred to as

yam plant or taro plant. It is recognized by its

humongous leaves but if you care to look closely you

may be lucky to notice that it does bloom. The

inflorescence are the typical aroid type with a white to

yellow or light green spathe surrounding the spadix.

but are normally hidden underneath the gigantic

leaves.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3JJCd4sxT4
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… Continued from previous page.

Bertam tree are have flexible thorny stems. The leaves are used

to make temporary shelters and the stems apparently was told

can be used as fishing rods. Interestingly the fruits look similar to

buah salak (snakeskin fruit).

Continued on next page…

You may not see huge majestic crown or canopy when you look

up towards the sky. But the view it offers can be quite stunning

with leaves of various sizes and shapes and a wonderful mix of

different shades of green.

Fish tail palm got its name from the leaflets that

shaped like a fish tail.
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… Continued from previous page.

If you come across a stream take a bit

of time to observe the animals that can

be found living there. In this stream we

manages to spot a few catfish.

This is Simpoh Air. The bright yellow

flower is the National Flower of Brunei

Darussalam. Interestingly the green

leathery leaves can be used to wrap

food such as tempe and nasi lemak.

Fungi, often perceived as 'eeky", probably due to its close

association to decaying of organic materials. Well, that an

important role in the ecosystem which is to break complex

substrate into nutrients that can be absorbed by other plants. But

they do have another interesting role as shared in the following

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWOqeyPIVRo

Slowdown and try to spot animals that

lives in the secondary forest. You will be

surprised with the biodiversity that exist

in a secondary forest.

Hope you have 
enjoyed Azmir’s

compilation!

See you 
again!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWOqeyPIVRo


SAVE KUALA LANGAT NORTH FOREST RESERVE FROM DE-

GAZETTEMENT

Halt the de-gazettement and development. It is not the right answer to

solving issues of fire-prone forests, experts say

For Immediate Release

SELANGOR, 16 APRIL 2020: As the country is mired in COVID-19 crisis,

the situation of the Kuala Langat North Forest Reserve (KLNFR) remains

unknown. The Coalition for the Protection of Selangor’s Forests had

demanded through its press statement on March 26 that the de-

gazettement process for the KLNFR to be suspended due to the COVID-19

outbreak. The current Movement Control Order (MCO) has made it

impossible to have any proper assessment of impacts or dialogue on the

proposed de-gazettement. The Coalition also disagrees with the

justification provided by the Selangor state government that the land is

being developed because it is “fire-prone”.

Leela Panikkar, Director of Treat Every Environment Special (TrEES) and

coordinator of the Coalition said, “The extension of the MCO to April 28 has

made it impossible to undertake any detailed environmental and social

impact assessment as it will involve site visits and consultation with all

related stakeholders. Local communities are still unaware of the proposed

project. The Selangor state government until now has not provided any

explanation of how the proposed development will benefit the indigenous

people living near KLNFR and other stakeholders. This needs to be

formally clarified publicly to all stakeholders”.

Faizal Parish, Director of the Global Environment Centre (GEC), a

Coalition member, added, “a mixed development project is not the solution

to solving the issues of fire-prone forests in Selangor. A peat swamp forest

in its natural condition is wet, with high water tables. Fire only occurs when

the ecosystem has been disrupted by human activities. At KLNFR, the

Friends of Kuala Langat North Peat Swamp Forest, comprising of Orang

Asli communities living near the forest, have been working with the

Selangor Forestry Department and other organisations in carrying out

rehabilitation and conservation activities of the area since 2015. They

have planted more than 10,000 trees, blocked drainage canals and

supported natural forest regeneration as well as undertaking the fire

patrolling and monitoring works. As a result, more than 300 hectares of

the degraded forest area within the forest reserve which was affected by

the earlier fires is now recovering well. There has been only one fire

incident in the past five years. This is the best way to solve the forest fire

issues and not through development which will likely make the problems

worse and also lead to loss of habitat and wild species.”

Prof. Dr. Ahmad Ismail, President of the Malaysian Nature Society further

commented, “KLNFR is a unique mix of lowland forest and peat swamp

forest that holds much larger value if we utilise it sustainably. It is home to

rare, endemic and endangered species of flora and fauna. It is also

critical to the culture and tradition of the Temuan Orang Asli that have

lived in the area for hundreds of years with the earliest photographic

documentation found in 1886. Besides being home to a broad range of

species, KLNFR plays an important role in mitigating climate change. It

has the capacity to store carbon up to 1,600 tonnes of carbon per

hectare. The total carbon stock of KLNFR is approximately 1,500,000

tonnes of carbon. An estimated 5.5 million tonnes of carbon dioxide

(CO2) emissions can also be avoided if the KLNFR is not developed and

maintained as a Permanent Reserved Forest. These values cannot be

replaced with money. Entire ecosystems, habitats and species that have

existed for many thousands and in some cases millions of years and

cultural heritage could disappear if the Project goes ahead” added Prof.

Dr. Ahmad Ismail.

During the State Legislative Assembly sitting on March 17, the Selangor

Chief Minister said the Selangor Government hopes to receive a premium

PRESS RELEASE

Continued on next page… 10



of up to RM323 million (or RM3.2/square foot) if KLNFR development

project goes ahead.

“The Coalition is puzzled as to why the state government would plan to

destroy its heritage just for such a small amount of money”, said Meena

Raman of Sahabat Alam Malaysia. “If the state government is concerned

about monetary resources, there are international funds available for

keeping peat forests intact such as from the Green Climate Fund and the

Global Environment Facility. Such international funds are available to all

developing countries who protect forests for biodiversity preservation and

to curb climate change. The state should be exploring these approaches,

which will benefit the public for generations to come.”

“We need to compare the proposed small one-off income to the state

from land premiums, compared with the priceless value of biodiversity

and cultural heritage as well as potential future revenue if the site is

conserved and managed for small-scale ecotourism or other sustainable

uses. We also need to consider the value of environmental services that

will be eliminated as a result of the proposed development and the cost

of disaster management that may result from the development. The total

value of this vital ecosystem is much higher than the premiums requested

by the state government and is irreplaceable,” she added.

“Humans and forest ecosystems are in constant interaction” said

Nagarajan Rengasamy of GEC. “While forests and other natural

ecosystems have nourished and supported humans for thousands of

years – short term development creates large imbalances in the

biosphere. The new mixed development proposed by the Selangor State

Government is not in-line with the Sustainable Development Goals, or the

gazetted state and district land use and development plans that have

been recently approved by them. To this day, all residents of the

surrounding areas have received and used the services of the KLNFR

ecosystem for their daily living. We hope that the state will reconsider the

plans for this area and focus on truly sustainable options.“

END

… Continued from previous page.

Notes

The Selangor State Government through the Selangor State Forestry

Department had placed the proposal notice on the February 5, 2020

inviting stakeholders in the Kuala Langat district to voice their objections

to the proposed degazettement, which prompted various environmental

and social NGOs and the public to join the Save KLNFR campaign.

Formed in response to the notice, the Coalition for the Protection of

Selangor’s Forests, comprising of seven environmental and social NGOs,

collected 43,502 objections from the public and local residents of Kuala

Langat district in just 20 days and presented to the State government on

4th March 2020.

The proposed de-gazettement of KLNFR is also not in line with the

National Action Plan for Peatlands (2011- 2020), the National Policy on

Biological Diversity (2016-2025), the Land Conservation Act 1960 (Act

385) related to conservation and protection of environmental resources

and Local Plan for Kuala Langat District 2030 as well as Malaysia’s

obligations under international agreements and conventions.

KLNFR is an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA/KSAS) - Rank 1

under the Third National Physical Plan (RFN-3)and Disaster Risk KSAS

under Development Goal Policy 16 (MP16) in the Selangor State

Structure Plan 2035 (RSN). It is also designated as a conservation area

under the recently gazetted Local Plan for Kuala Langat District. Under

these plans, no development is allowed in Environmentally Sensitive

Areas Rank 1 – to avoid serious environmental, economic and social

impacts.

About the Coalition for the Protection of Selangor’s Forests

The coalition of seven environmental organisations was formed due to

our concern that Selangor is going to lose a very important peat swamp

forest reserve that is rich in biodiversity and home to indigenous

communities. The coalition advocates for the protection and conservation

of forests in Selangor by working abreast with alliances, ecosystems

Continued on next page… 11



… Continued from previous page.

allies and networks to highlight the global importance of forest

ecosystems and biodiversity for climate control and natural

sustainability. The coalition also promotes respect for the rights and

identity of indigenous communities that have been coexisting with the

forests in Malaysia for thousands of years.

For more info about the Coalition, visit:

https://www.facebook.com/Coalition-for-the-Protection-of-Selangors-

Forests-102562088005138/

Members of the Coalition are:

● Center for Orang Asli Concerns Malaysia (COAC)

● Global Environment Centre (GEC)

● GRASS Malaysia

● Persatuan Aktivis Sahabat Alam (KUASA)

● Malaysian Nature Society (MNS)

● Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM)

● Treat Every Environment Special (TrEES)

For more information/media enquiries, please contact:

1. Global Environment Centre (GEC):

Nagarajan Rengasamy - nagarajan@gec.org.my 012-296 8434

Shafinaz Shahabudin - shafinaz@gec.org.my 012 513 5495

2. Malaysian Nature Society (MNS):

Lee Ee Ling - lee_eeling@yahoo.com 016-965 3317

3. Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM):

Mageswari Sangaralingam - foemalaysia@gmail.com

4. Treat Every Environment Special (TrEES):

Leela Panikkar - treateveryenvironmentspecial@gmail.com

012 391 2521

Webpage: https://myforestwatch.weebly.com/selangor.html

FB Page: https://www.facebook.com/MNSForest
https://www.art4hutankita.com/ 12

“Why Not Preserve The 

Kuala Langat North Forest 

Reserve?”

BFM Earth Matters interview with

Leela Panikkar, Director of Treat Every

Environment Special (TrEES) and

Samsul anak Senin, Chairman, Majlis

Pengurusan Komuniti Kampung Orang

Asli in Kampung Busut Baru

https://www.bfm.my/podcast/the-bigger-

picture/earth-matters/why-not-preserve-

the-kuala-langat-north-forest-reserve

Or you can download the BFM App on

your phone to listen to the podcast:

https://www.facebook.com/Coalition-for-the-Protection-of-Selangors-Forests-102562088005138/
mailto:foemalaysia@gmail.com
https://myforestwatch.weebly.com/selangor.html
https://www.facebook.com/MNSForest
https://www.art4hutankita.com/
https://www.bfm.my/podcast/the-bigger-picture/earth-matters/why-not-preserve-the-kuala-langat-north-forest-reserve
https://itunes.apple.com/my/app/bfm-89.9/id1032953823?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=my.bfm.app
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IS COVID-19 REPAIRING THE PLANET?

Within days of lockdowns being announced in various countries and

cities to slow down the spread of COVID-19, reports emerged of clearer

skies and rivers, better water and air quality, and the return of wildlife to

urban areas and parks.

For example:

• Air pollution maps show a significant decrease in air pollution in all

countries after lockdowns are announced. The drastic drop in air

travel and road traffic also reduced carbon emissions.

• Wuhan in China experienced a 10-30% drop in nitrogen dioxide

emissions during the strict lockdown period.

• The waters in Venice, Italy, are clear again and water pollution has

significantly decreased.

• Although more people are working from home and increasing home

energy use, this is compensated by the larger drop in the energy use

of commercial and educational buildings, which generally use more

lighting, heating, and air conditioning. While home energy use has

risen 6-8% in the US during the lockdown, the energy savings arising

from fewer people in commercial and educational buildings are as

much as 25%-30%!

• In San Francisco, coyotes were recorded crossing the Golden Gate

Bridge.

• In Llandudno, Wales, mountain goats roamed freely.

• In Barcelona, wild boars explored the city centre, unafraid.

• In Ronda, Spain, peacocks openly stroll the streets.

• In Santiago, Chile, a puma was filmed climbing down from the Andes

Mountains and entering the city.

• In Trincomalee, Sri Lanka, wild deer roamed the empty streets.

This may create the impression that the absence of humans is

unequivocally good for animals and the environment.

In actual fact, whether a species suffers or benefits from human

absence depends on how dependent they are on human conservation

efforts or the upkeep of their habitat. Animals that are highly adaptable

and who are ‘generalists’, such as coyotes, which can eat a wide variety

of things in a wide variety of places, will thrive in the absence of humans,

says conservation biologist David Steen.

On the other hand, animals that are ‘specialists’, which require specific

foods or environmental conditions, may face grave difficulties.

For example, a honeybee, which is a generalist that visits a wide variety

of flowers for food, will be likely to thrive. However, specialist bees such

as sunflower bees and Gulf Coast solitary bees, which have a restricted

range or food source, will be in a precarious position without human

interference. Once specialist species lose their habitat, they will have

nowhere else to go. Once humans are no longer around to protect their

habitats for them, these specialist species may perish.

This is often the case in Africa, where the ecotourism industry funds

conservation efforts. Due to the sudden and sharp decline in tourism due

to COVID-19, people in the tourism industry may cease protecting the

animals under their care due to unemployment, and may even turn to

poaching to feed their families.

Island habitats around the world also depend on human conservation

efforts. When humans first arrived on the islands, they brought with them

invasive species such as rats, which prey on the eggs of seabirds and

compete with native species for food and shelter. Some native species

on these islands are now reliant on ongoing human efforts to remove

invasive species. If humans disappeared, rat populations may explode,

hastening the extinction of seabirds, turtles, and other vulnerable

species.

By Wong Ee Lynn wongeelynn@yahoo.com / gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com

Vice Chair, Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) Selangor Branch. 

Coordinator, MNS Selangor Branch Green Living Special Interest Group.

mailto:wongeelynn@yahoo.com%20/%20gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com
mailto:gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com
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… Continued from previous page.

The fact that researchers are now not able to out for field work and lab

work due to lockdowns also hampers conservation work. Critical time is

lost, and progress may be undone or halted due to months-long

lockdowns.

The Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies also points out further

reasons why we should not be celebrating the COVID-19 pandemic. Our

humanity tells us that we have nothing to celebrate when a pandemic kills

hundreds of thousands of people, most of them among the most

vulnerable in our society. The goal of taking action on climate change

should be to reduce human suffering and to save lives. Economic collage

and disease are not viable climate mitigation strategies.

In practical terms, the current decrease in carbon and greenhouse gas

emissions is unlikely to be sustained and will rise once lockdowns are

lifted. There were also dips in greenhouse gas emissions during the 2008

financial crisis and the oil shocks of the 1970s, and emissions bounced

back as economies recovered. Industrial production and carbon

emissions are likely to ramp back up after the initial acute phases of

COVID-19 lockdowns.

Further, an economic recession will endanger investments in clean

energy, and make it more difficult to secure financing for other climate

mitigation and adaptation projects. Renewable energy projects around the

world are already stumbling due to disruptions to the global supply chain,

as a huge share of the world’s solar panels, wind turbines, and lithium-ion

batteries are produced in China.

The temporary drop in greenhouse gas emissions and the ‘return of

nature’ has made the argument that humans are a ‘disease’ or ‘plague’ on

Planet Earth a very popular one. However, this is the wrong climate

lesson to take from the pandemic. The lesson we should take from this

pandemic instead is that humans are part of nature, not separate from it,

and human activity that hurts the environment also hurts human society.

Humans can also be agents of conservation and positive change, and

humans can be part of the solution to environmental problems.

(Sources:

The Wired: https://www.wired.com/story/coronavirus-lockdown-

conservation/

Air Pollution maps and reports:

https://dhruvmehrotra3.users.earthengine.app/view/earther-time-series

and

https://www.esa.int/Applications/Observing_the_Earth/Copernicus/Sentin

el-5P

Interesting Engineering: https://interestingengineering.com/7-ways-the-

coronavirus-is-affecting-the-environment

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies: https://www.iass-

potsdam.de/en/blog/2020/03/coronavirus-climate-change

New York Times:

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-climate-

change.html)

https://www.wired.com/story/coronavirus-lockdown-conservation/
https://dhruvmehrotra3.users.earthengine.app/view/earther-time-series
https://www.esa.int/Applications/Observing_the_Earth/Copernicus/Sentinel-5P
https://interestingengineering.com/7-ways-the-coronavirus-is-affecting-the-environment
https://www.iass-potsdam.de/en/blog/2020/03/coronavirus-climate-change
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-climate-change.html
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Make Your Own Face Mask

Materials needed:
1. Sewing needle (if you have a sewing machine it will be faster)

2. Thread (colour of your choice)

3. Fabric of your choice

4. Scissor

5. Measurement tape

6. Pins

7. Pen

8. Paper

By Ng Zhang Hui
Let’s #stayathome and DIY face mask to #staysafe and #greenliving

Step one:
Using a measuring tape, measure and draw the outline

of a face mask template on paper. The measurement for

the mask provided is for 12-15 years old, please amend

accordingly to your face size.

Cut the drawn outline. 

Continued on next page…
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… Continued from previous page.

Step two:
Fold the fabric for the mouthpiece in half,

then half again, to create four layers. Pin

on the mouthpiece template to the fabric

and cut accordingly. Fold the fabric of the

straps in half, so there will be two layers.

After cutting both fabric you should have

four pieces of mouthpiece shape and two

pieces of the straps shape.

Pin the straps template to the fabric and

cut following the paper.

Step three:
Take two of the four mouthpieces fabric and put the

colourful side together, so that the pale side of the cloth

faces up. Sew the two pieces together leaving a three

inch gap on the curve part.

Then flip over the cloth and seal the opening. Try your

best to make the stitches close to the end as possible.

If you are up for a challenge, sew the opening up by

using the invisible/ladder stitch for the best results.

Sew together the other

two mouthpieces by

repeating step three.
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… Continued from previous page.

Step four:
Take the two mouthpieces and sew them together on the curved

part. Make sure you are sewing on the curved part only, otherwise if

you overshot, you will end up with the mask being too puffy

At the end, it should look like this. Try it on your face to see if it fits, if

it sticks out too much, it means that you have sewn over the curve

outline, and need to unpick and re-sew.

Step five:
Take one of the strap pieces and fold the edges in and then fold in

half. It might be a bit hard to fold the cloth, so you might want to iron it

into shape before pinning it.

Sew the straps on the opening where you folded it together. Sew

close to the edges as possible or use the invisible/ladder stitch.
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… Continued from previous page.

Step Six:
Sew the straps on the mask. Try to sew on the inner layers of the

cloth, trying your best to sew the thread not on the exterior layer,

otherwise the thread will be visible.

And you are done!

That was simple right?
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About Us

MNS-BOH Nature Study Centre was first set up in 1989 using

unoccupied workers quarters generously provided by BOH

plantations. The Centre has been established as a retreat for nature

study and appreciation as well as relaxation. The Centre is located

at an altitude of 1400 meters amidst tea field in BOH Tea Estate,

near Ringlet, Cameron Highlands. Peaceful and refreshing, the

Centre has a panoramic view of the surrounding valleys and

mountains. It offers visitors a unique opportunity for a homestay

experience in a tea plantation as pleasant walking trails through tea

fields and patches of forest and more rugged treks into the forest

are readily available. MNS – BOH Nature Study Centre Reservation

Desk at Kuala Selangor Nature Park (KSNP)

Facilities

• 8 Chalets (with attached bathrooms, hot showers, wardrobe and 

able to accommodate 16 pax)

• 1 Dormitory (with sharing bathrooms, hot showers, wardrobes 

and able to accommodate 30 pax).

• Fully furnished common kitchen (equipped with gas stoves 

and cooking utensils).

• Cozy common hall with:

− Fireplace and chimney

− Dinning-cum-meeting area

− Reading corner

− Barbeque zone

Activities

• Hiking up Gunung Cantik and experience the mossy forest.

• Walking along tea plantations and/or participate in factory tour.

• Birdwatching: Some 100 species were spotted at the BOH Estate.

• Outdoor BBQ: Visitors can utilize the BBQ zone for this however, 

the Centre will not provide any equipment or materials.

• Environmental education activities for students, nature and 

countryside tours upon prior arrangements (subject to availability).

Contact Us

MNS BOH Field Study Centre

Hostel Prakash Div Conference Hall Ringlet, 39000, 39000, Pahang

Google Map: https://goo.gl/maps/HyUX5oaz77TmjqEy6

P: 03- 32892294

E: mnsboh@gmail.com

**Bookings need to be made at least 30 working days prior to 

the date of visit. 

Photo Credit: Jimmy Chew

https://goo.gl/maps/HyUX5oaz77TmjqEy6
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Do follow us on out FB page at

https://www.facebook.com/natureeducationcentre/

for the latest updates!

NEC is quietly tucked away just half an hour from the hustle and 

bustle of Kuala Lumpur city centre. Situated within the lush tropical 

greenery of the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM), the 

centre showcases a habitat that has evolved over the course of more 

than 90 years of planting trials and experimentation on tropical 

forestry.

Since 1993, the NEC is now managed by Malaysian Nature Society 

(MNS) and FRIM, a joint collaboration between these two renowned 

Malaysian nature scientific-based organisation that oversee nature 

conservation in Malaysia. It is well known for its guided activities on 

forest exploration and night excursion for stargazing; each of the 

recreational activities offered to our participants is designed to 

encourage nature appreciation and greater involvement in sustainable 

green living.

NEC offers a unique learning environment for nature seekers. The 

centre receives a large number of group visitors and camp 

participants, ranging from schoolchildren, young adults to government 

agencies, corporate sectors and other organised groups. Among 

NEC’s most popular nature-based activities are, forest ecology, 

canopy walk, night walk, stream sampling, bird watching, and nature 

crafts.

The NEC is currently housed in a heritage building – a refurbished 

wooden bungalow, equipped with dormitory-style accommodation and 

various field course equipment. The dormitories are large enough to 

accommodate 40 people. As for food, NEC provides delicious 

Malaysian cuisine. Barbeque is also available upon request.

We welcome school children, young adults, corporate agencies and 

other organised groups. So gather your friends and book a nature 

treat. Come for a day trip or better yet, stay over for up to three nights!

26

https://www.facebook.com/natureeducationcentre/


Missed out our 2019’s Night Walk? No worries, Night Walk Programme is

back!

Have you ever walk in the rainforest during the night? Do you know what

animals can be found at night, and what do they do? Come and join our

programme namely “Night Walk in FRIM Forest”, and experience the sights

and sounds of the FRIM forest at night.

This night walk is a wonderful opportunity for families with children (min. age

of 13) to witness the nocturnal species that only come out at night! This

programme is organized by NEC and experts from MNS SIG Herp group and

will be held on Saturday of 8th August 2020 and 19th Dec 2020.

You will need to dress up warmly, wear a long sleeves t-shirt as mosquitoes

will hunt for your blood. Wear a long stocking as well for leach protection and

wear your sport shoes. Bring your raincoat or waterproof jacket, as the tours

proceed rain.

Participants will get the opportunity to learn about the rainforest biodiversity

and animal behaviours, and thus, to foster a great sense of appreciation

towards our Mother Nature.

Date : 8th August 2020 or 19th Dec 2020

Time :8.30 pm-11.00 pm

Age : 13 years old & above

Venue : FRIM-MNS Nature Education Centre (NEC), FRIM Kepong

Fee : RM85/pax

**Fee includes MNS facilitators, insurance and FRIM entrance fee.

For registration, please fill in the google form:

https://forms.gle/xtzshcdk2t8rMDUv9

Let’s join us now as the seats are limited! Don’t miss the chance again!
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“Kids Night Walk @ FRIM” is back again this year! Join us this time

and together we will discover and experience FRIM forest at night. This

night walk is a wonderful opportunity for families with children (min. age

of 7) to learn about nocturnal animals, the animals that active at night.

By learning about their adaptations, we become more sensitive to their

traits and potentially develop our own senses further and not only rely on

our sense of sight. Participants will get the opportunity to learn more

about the rainforest biodiversity and animal behaviour, and thus, foster a

great sense of appreciation towards our Mother Nature.

Date: 18th Sept 2020 (2nd Session)

Time: 8.30pm – 10.30pm

Venue: FRIM-MNS Nature Education Centre, FRIM Kepong

Age: 7 to 12 years old

Fee: RM85/pax for 1st child registration,

RM65/pax for next child registration

RM45/parent

**Fee includes MNS facilitators, certificate, insurance and FRIM

entrance fee

For registration, please fill in the google form:

https://forms.gle/xMqL4sVfAeEgwdDW8
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JOHOR BRANCH

https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNa

tureSocietyJohor/

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Abbott Chong Ching Hua  

abbott_chong@yahoo.com 

Moses Wong Choo Hooi  

junglemania64@yahoo.com 

Belinda Wong Mei Lang  

belinda@bellogistics.com

KEDAH BRANCH

3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan  

Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, 

Kedah

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin  

Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com 

Mohamad Yani Madewnus  

madew75@gmail.com 

Phang Fatt Khow  

fkphang05@yahoo.com

KELANTAN BRANCH

204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota

Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Nazahatul Anis Amaludin  

anisamaludin@gmail.com 

Che Azman B Nawi  

cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com 

Wong Mei Lin  

meklawa@gmail.com

LANGKAWI BRANCH

mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Eric R. Sinnaya  

morahols@gmail.com Dato’ 

Alexander Issac  
alex@tropicalcharters.com.my 

Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel

daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo

.com

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Vuthy Taing  

vuthy55@yahoo.com 

Lim Ming Hui  

limmel05@yahoo.com 

Carol See Oi Kuan  

lattelover38@gmail.com

PAHANG BRANCH

mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg

Chair

Vice 

Chair

Secretary

Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar  

versed_anggerik@yahoo.com 

Bong Sze Wai  

mnspahang@gmail.com 

Chow Mee Foong  

chowmeefoong@yahoo.com

PENANG BRANCH

Nature Information Centre (NIC),  

673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga,

10350 Penang. Tel: 013-4537992

Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call  

before visiting)

mnspenang@yahoo.com

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Tan Choo Eng  

chooengtan@yahoo.com 

Tajul Arosh Baroky  

tajul_ab@yahoo.com Tan 

Pek Tao, Peggy

tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com

DIRECTORY
PERAK BRANCH

70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden  

South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak  

mnsperak@gmail.com

Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Leow Kon Fah  

leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com 

Zaharil Dzulkafly  

zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com 

Georgia Tham Yim Fong  

georgi8tham@yahoo.com

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Anna Wong  

annawg888@gmail.com 

Jimmy Omar  

jemyomar@gmail.com 

Lawrence Alan Anak Bansa

alanbez89@gmail.com

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH

mnskuching@gmail.com

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Rose Au Nyat Jun  

anyatjun@yahoo.com 

Asha Devi Kaushal  

princezhope@gmail.com 

Audrey Dominic Neng  

audreyneng@gmail.com

SELANGOR BRANCH

https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangorbr

anch

mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com

Chair Pasupathy Jayaraj  

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com

Wong Ee Lynn

wongeelynn@yahoo.com

Grace Chin Haw Yiing

gracehychin@gmail.com

Secretary

TERENGGANU BRANCH

24896, Taman Kiara, Pekan Batu 6, 

21200  Kuala Terengganu  

mnsterengganu@gmail.com

Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Wong Chee Ho  

cheeho04@yahoo.com

Nik Mohd Shibli B Nik Jaafar  

nmshibli75@gmail.com 

James Tan Chun Hong  

chtan.james@gmail.com

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH

Chair

Vice-Chair

Secretary

Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi  

hattasawabi@gmail.com 

Ooi Chin Hock  

ooichinhock@gmail.com 

Chong Ket Vui Dusun  

dusun_chong@yahoo.com

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH

mnsmiri@yahoo.com

Blog: http://mnsmiri.blogspot.com

Chair

Vice Chair

Musa Musbah

sammua@yahoo.com

Khuzaimi B Abdollah @ Abdullah

khuzaimi_abdullah@live.com.my

Achmed Azizie B Marzuki  

achmedazizie@hotmail.com

MNS HQ

JKR 641, JalanKelantan,

Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur

(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on

Jalan Mahameru)

Open: Mondays – Fridays 9 am–5:30 pm  

T: 03-2287 9422 F: 03-22878773

mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my 

Membership: Leong WeeChin

BRANCH COMMITTEE 2019-2021

BRANCH COMMITTEE 2017-2019

Secretary

Vice Chair
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made

possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors

from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the

contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the

right to edit for length and content.

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and  

other interesting news. Do like the page atthis

link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’

names (max. 800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi &

no larger than 640 x 480 pixels & separately from the article), etc.

must reach the Editor by the 13th of each month (unless noted

otherwise) via the following e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com.

Advertising rates:

Classifieds : RM5 per column inch  

Quarter page ad : RM30

Half page ad : RM60

Payments:

-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.

-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.

-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement  

to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:

3 adverts paid in advance – 5% off published rate;  6 

adverts paid in advance – 10% off published rate;  9 

adverts paid in advance – 15% off published rate;  12 

adverts paid in advance – 20% off published rate.

Computer Recycling Collection Centre

The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a

designated recycling collection centre for old computers

and computer parts by the Penang City Council.

Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the

NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling

establishment.

Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or

check out Penang Branch web pages.
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