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CONSERVE COASTAL WETLANDS FOR MIGRATORY BIRD SPECIES 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
KUALA LUMPUR, 9 May 2020: The Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) is calling for the government and 
citizens to protect migratory bird species by better preserving their natural habitat in the country’s coastal 
wetlands. In conjunction with World Migratory Bird Day on 9th May, with the theme “Birds connect our 
world”, MNS wants Malaysians to fully appreciate nature and celebrate this fascinating bird migration 
phenomenon.  
 
Each year, migratory birds travel thousands of kilometres between the northern and southern hemispheres, 
stopping along coastal mudflats to roost, feed and rest before continuing their journey. Malaysia is blessed 
to be within the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, which ranges from Arctic Russia and North America all the 
way to Australia and New Zealand, and is used by some 50 million birds.  
 
The country’s most important migration stops include Bako-Buntal Bay in Sarawak, and the North Central 
Selangor coast and Teluk Air Tawar-Kuala Muda coast in Peninsular Malaysia. Unfortunately for the 
migratory birds looking to feed on molluscs and invertebrates to survive, the two Peninsular sites are facing 
threats from coastal development, aquaculture, water pollution and plastic waste. 
 
Malaysia has been one of the government partners of the East Asian-Australasian Flyway Partnership since 
2012, and yet the only designated flyway site thus far is Bako-Buntal Bay. MNS calls on the government to 
prioritise nomination of the North Central Selangor Coast as a flyway site, and encourage research in the 
wetlands of Teluk Air Tawar-Kuala Muda, towards better protection for these visitors to our shores.  
 
MNS also urges the public to be involved in migratory waterbird conservation by participating in activities 
and being a part of the Society’s Flyway Campaign. This long-term programme collaborates with local 
communities, municipalities, government agencies and corporations to run a variety of citizen science 
activities, such as the Asian Waterbird Census (January) and Raptor Count (March). Meanwhile, fun nature 
awareness events for the public come in the form of the annual Raptor Watch, in the coastal forest of 
Tanjung Tuan, and Pesta Sayap, in the mangrove haven of Kuala Selangor Nature Park. 
 
As we mark World Migratory Bird Day, MNS entreats all Malaysians to consider the plight of these world 
travellers. As it is, some species abundantly found in their thousands just a decade ago are left in their 
hundreds, for example the Critically Endangered Spoon-billed sandpiper, whose global population is 
estimated at only 240 to 456 individuals. 
 
Birds connect our world, and by connecting with each other and championing our birds, we can help 
conserve nature and the planet. 
 
Ahmad Ismail 
President, Malaysian Nature Society 
END 

For more information on migratory birds and flyway sites, please contact Ng Wai Pak, Senior Conservation 
Officer, at 012-504408 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Photo: Waders_MNS: 
A flock of waterbirds congregating on the North Central Selangor Coast mudflats in search of food such as 
molluscs and invertebrates. Credit: Malaysian Nature Society 
 
 
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) 
MNS is the oldest and largest membership-based environmental non-governmental organization in Malaysia. 
It is run by elected members on a voluntary, non-profit basis and backed up by about 40 full time personnel. 
Established in 1940, its mission is to promote the study, appreciation, conservation and protection of 
Malaysia’s natural heritage. MNS has been the main force behind the protection of many key habitats as well 
as national, marine and state parks in Malaysia. The Society is also actively involved in species conservation 
(especially birds) as well as, in the ratification of climate change convention in Malaysia. 
www.mns.my  
 
  
World Migratory Bird Day 
World Migratory Bird day is celebrated on the second Saturday of May and October each year. It aims to raise 
awareness from the global citizens on the threats faced by migratory birds and encourage international 
cooperation to conserve them. Past activities range from bird watching and bird-counting tours, educational 
workshops, festivals, exhibitions, which have been organised at schools, parks, and nature reserves. All these 
activities can also be undertaken at any time on the year because that countries or regions observing the 
peak of migrations at different times. 
www.worldmigratorybirdday.org  
 
 
For more information on the MNS Flyway Campaign, visit: 
http://mnswetland.weebly.com/ 
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