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Branch Date Venue Time 

Miri Branch 3 July 2020 (FRI) Virtual Meeting 8.30pm – 10pm 

Terengganu Branch 4 July 2020 (SAT) Virtual Meeting 11am – 1pm 

Kuching Branch 11 July 2020 (SAT) Virtual Meeting via Zoom 2pm 

N Sembilan and Melaka Branch 18 July 2020 (SAT) Virtual Meeting via Zoom 10am – 12pm 

Johor Branch 18 July 2020 (SAT) Virtual Meeting 1pm 

Kedah Branch 25 July 2020 (SAT) 3, Jln Timur 1, Kawasan Perusahaan 

Mergong Barrage,  

05150 Alor Setar, Kedah 

10am 

Langkawi 24 July 2020 (FRI) Virtual Meeting 10am 

Pahang Branch 25 July 2020 (SAT) Roots by Kebun Kota,  

B90, Jalan Air Putih 6,  

25350 Kuantan, Pahang 

2.30pm 

Perak Branch 25 July 2020 (SAT) TBA TBA 

Sabah branch 25 July 2020 (SAT) TBA TBA 

Selangor Branch 22 August 2020 (SAT) TBA TBA 
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Fireflies face extinction from man’s rapid development 
(Adapted from FMT News https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/leisure/2020/02/04/fireflies-face-extinction-from-mans-rapid-development/) 
 

Fireflies are in deep trouble, with many species facing extinction due to habitat loss and exposure to pesticides, according to the first major 
review of their global status. 

Adding irony to injury, one of Nature’s most entrancing spectacles is also being snuffed out by artificial light pollution, researchers reported 
in the journal BioScience. 

More than 2,000 species of fireflies – which are, in fact, beetles – illuminate wetlands, marshes, grasslands, forests and urban parks 
worldwide. A few, such as the Big Dipper in the United States, seem to be flourishing. “Those guys can survive pretty much anywhere,” said 
Sara Lewis, a biologist at Tufts University in Massachusetts and lead author of the study, based on a survey of dozens of firefly experts. 

But other varieties – from the glowworms of southern England to Malaysia’s synchronous fireflies and the Appalachian blue ghost, both of 
which draw tourists – are being extinguished by humanity’s ever-expanding ecological footprint. “Some species get hit especially hard by 
habitat loss because they need specific conditions to complete their life cycle,” said Lewis. 
 

Continued on next page… 
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… Continued from previous page. 

The Malaysian firefly Pteroptyx tener, for example, lives during its larval phase 
in riverside mangroves, many of which have been ripped up to make way for 
palm oil plantations and fish farms. The glowworm (L noctiluca) has another 
problem – females are flightless, which means that can’t simply buzz off to a 
new location when their habitat is swallowed by a suburb, commercial crop or 
country road. 

Other species of fireflies, which eat only during their larval phase, are “dietary 
specialists,” meaning they subsist on one or two kinds of snail, earthworm or 
other soft-bodied prey. When fruit orchards in Mediterranean Spain are 
abandoned or give way to urbanisation, so too do the snails preferred by aptly 
named Lampyris iberica, leaving the firefly larva nothing to eat. 

Flashing through the gloom 
Adult Pteroptyx in Malaysia, meanwhile, gather for nightly courtship displays 
in specific trees located along mangrove rivers. Many of those trees have been 
cut down. 

Of 10 possible drivers of extinction, experts fingered habitat loss as the top 
threat everywhere — except east Asia and South America. In those two 
regions, artificial light was seen as the biggest menace to the world’s 
luminescent beetles. “In addition to disrupting natural biorhythms, light 
pollution really messes up firefly mating rituals,” said co-author Avalon Owens, 
a doctoral student at Tufts. 

Many species of firefly depend on their ability to light up to find and attract 
mates. To make matters worse, that window of opportunity is very narrow: 
while the firefly larval phase lasts months to years, adults typically live only a 
few days. The twinkling beetles are so focused on reproducing that they don’t 
even eat. 

The survey found that fireflies are also being decimated by commonly used 
insecticides, the third major threat. “Organophosphates and neonicotinoids 
are designed to kill pests, yet they also have off-target effects on beneficial 
insects,” the researchers wrote. 

Fireflies light up by triggering a chemical reaction – involving oxygen, calcium 
and an enzyme called luciferase – inside special organs in their abdomen, a 
process called bioluminescence. Their otherworldly glow has been an enduring 
source of fascination. But firefly tourism — long popular in Japan, Malaysia 
and Taiwan — has also taken a toll, with fragile ecosystems damaged by too 
much foot traffic. 

The plight of fireflies at the beginning of the 21st century add a new layer of 
meaning to lines written more than a century ago by Canadian poet Bliss 
Carman. “And the fireflies across the dusk, Are flashing signals through the 
gloom,” he wrote. 

While climate change is not seen as a current threat, future sea level rise and 
drought also could accelerate the drive towards extinction. 

The dozen authors contributing to the study are all affiliated with the Firefly 
Specialist Group – set up in 2018 – of the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), which compiles the Red List of threatened 
species. 

Picture credit: 
malaysianewsviral.online/archives/6741 

Picture credit: AFP 
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Continued on next page… 

As city after city begins to emerge from lockdown, urban planners and 
environmental campaigners are grappling with how to keep the clean air and 
blue skies that have transformed our view of the world. With the exception 
for a handful of countries which has seen an increase in air pollution, most 
countries across the world are experiencing a healthier alternative to the 
smoke and smog that are responsible for an estimated 3 million deaths a year. 
Cities are exploring ways to permanently reduce pollution.  

Zoe Chafe, an air quality specialist with the C40 group of global megacities, 
says there is no quick, one-case-fits-all solution, but there are lessons – on 
environmental justice, community activism, urban design, climate ambition, 
technological innovation and municipal leadership – that can be learned from 
the cities and states that were making progress even before the lockdown. 
Here are 3: 

Copenhagen 
Copenhagen has the world’s most ambitious plan to cut emissions: carbon 
neutral by 2025.  

Grassroots activism, pragmatic government and high taxes have been the 
drivers for change. Old photographs prove Copenhagen had as much of a car 
culture as any European city in the 1970s, when more than 100,000 citizens 
demonstrated in Rådhuspladsen (City Hall Square) to demand their streets 
back. Since then, town planners have steadily reduced parking spaces and 
widened areas for pedestrians and bicycles. 

Jeppe Juul, of the Danish Eco Council, says it is a question of priorities. “It 
feels good to walk around Copenhagen,” he says, adding that in some areas of 
the city “pedestrians have more space than bikes, and bikes have more space 
than cars.” The city now vies with Amsterdam for being the most bicycle-
friendly city in the world. This means traffic lights with resting bars that riders 
can hang on to without touching the ground, take-away coffee containers 
designed for bikes, and groups that organise parent’s shifts for schools runs 
on “minibus-like” bicycles that can take up to six children at a time. 

Copenhagen’s 2025 target depends largely on replacing coal-fired heating with 
biomass, wind and geothermal energy. A new district-heating infrastructure 
will allow neighbourhoods to scrap home boilers. Urban planners aim to use 
carbon capture and storage technology to trap emissions from the main 
municipal waste incinerator. 

Copenhagen is in a group of European cities, including Amsterdam, Paris, 
London and Oslo, that are trying to set the global pace for air quality 
improvements. Jens Müller, the air quality manager of a Transport & 
Environment NGO, says London is a leader on ultra-low emission zones, Oslo on 
promoting use of electric cars, while Paris is exploring radical plans for “a city of 
15 minutes” that aims to ensure every resident can get the shops and services 
they want within a short walk or bicycle ride. Cities in Germany are pioneering 
pop-up infrastructure and tactical urbanism that allow communities to block 
roads at certain times for certain events. In Brussels, residents now have a say 
in when to close roads for children’s parties and barbecues. Müller says this 
reduces pollution because people spend more time outside their homes. 

Contributed by Wong Ee Lynn  

wongeelynn@yahoo.com /  

gl.mnselangor@yahoo.com 

 

BLUE-SKY THINKING:  
HOW CITIES CAN KEEP AIR CLEAN AFTER CORONAVIRUS 
(Edited and adapted from: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jun/07/blue-sky-thinking-how-cities-can-keep-air-clean-after-coronavirus? 
CMP=share_btn_fb&fbclid= IwAR3C9i2wnEhFB9vkqoiL5UfZGu1EvkUW5OxRY-FnXaRE80fzil3kTvbG_T8. Photo credits: same source) 

Guardian Picture: HC Andersens blvd in Copenhagen. Photograph: Peter Forsberg/Alamy 
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… Continued from previous page. 

California (Oakland and Los Angeles) 

The importance of grassroots activism has recently been enshrined into law 
in California, where campaigners have persuaded the government that if it 
wants to improve air quality it needs to empower low-income black, Asian, and 
ethnic minority neighbourhoods, which are worst affected because they often 
live closest to pollution sources. 

But perhaps the most impressive work is being done at the community level by 
local activists in hotspots of pollution. The leading light in this initiative is 
Margaret Gordon, who has spent almost 30 years campaigning for 
environmental health and social justice in her West Oakland neighbourhood, a 
part of the San Francisco Bay Area that sits between two highways, a busy port, 
factories and the proposed site of a coal terminal. 

Margaret Gordon founded the West Oakland Environmental Indicators Project, 
and worked with scientists, who collected data to prove what she had long 
believed – that low-income minority communities are far more likely to suffer 
the ill effects of air pollution (later including higher vulnerability to Covid-19) 
than other sectors of society. 

The pressure has reaped results. The California Air Resources Board ordered 
the port to take action. There is now stricter regulation of trucks, the port 
has electrified its facilities and the planned coal terminal has been blocked. 
Air pollution is 74% lower than in 2008, according to the port. Gordon wants 
more. “The windowsills have gone from black to grey. But there is still a long 
way to go. We still have hotspots.” 

Her biggest achievement, however, may have been to help draft state law 
AB617, which passed in 2017 and put local communities at the centre of 
emissions reductions planning. West Oakland is now one of three Californian 
neighbourhoods that have drafted their own action plan for dealing with 
pollution sources. Air quality activists hope this will also address the 
tendency for wealthy white communities to go low carbon by offloading 
pollution towards poorer black and Latino areas. Of the two north-south 
highways in Oakland, it is no coincidence that trucks are banned only on the 
580, which passes through a more affluent part of the city. Gordon says the 
goal is environmental equality. 

Oakland (Picture source: city-journal.org) 

Guardian Picture: Margaret Gordan (Photograph: Courtesy of WOEIP) 

Continued on next page… 
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… Continued from previous page. 

Mexico City 
The Latin American megalopolis was named the world’s most polluted capital 
in 1992, but it has since managed to improve air quality despite the pressures 
of an extra 5 million inhabitants. 

Today it has perhaps the most environmentally savvy mayor in the 
world. Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo, the first woman to hold the office, is an 
energy scientist who won the Nobel peace prize in 2007 for her work on the 
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

In a previous stint as the director of the city’s environment department, she 
oversaw the introduction of the Metrobus, a  rapid-transit bus with dedicated 
lanes. Last year, she announced a six-year environmental plan, including a 
30% cut in air pollution, a 40bn-peso (£1.5bn) modernisation of the metro 
and a campaign to plant 15m trees. Her government has banned the use of 
single-use plastic bags and plans to gradually phase out other single-use 
items, such as straws, cups and balloons. 

The city’s biggest challenge is traffic. Cars must be off the road for part of 
the week under the city’s widely replicated Hoy No Circula system, which 
restricts when vehicles can be on the road based on their number plates. But 
this has had mixed results because wealthier people simply buy more 
vehicles to get round the restrictions. The number of vehicles almost 
doubled between 2006 and 2016, and now account for about 70% of 
emissions and most nitrogen dioxide pollution in the metropolitan area. 
Previous administrations have lessened the impact by tightening gasoline 
standards, expanding monitoring, and restricting access to the central 
corridor in the heart of the city. 

Since 1988, ozone is down 46% and the amount of larger PM10 particles has 
fallen by 74%, according to Marco Balan, an adviser to the city’s air quality 
general director.  

Sheinbaum wants to go further by raising emissions standards for new 
vehicles, promoting use of hybrid and electric vehicles and investing more in 
the metro system, cleaner buses, light railways and cable cars so that people 
no longer have to rely on informal – and often dirty and overcrowded – 
minivans. 

Guardian Picture: Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo  
(Photograph: Israel Gutierrez/Alamy) 

Mexico City (Picture source: UNEP) 
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Make Soap from Senduduk Plant!  
By Ng Zhang Hui 

Forgot to bring soap during your camping/hiking trip? Use this method.   
This is one of the Eco-friendly methods to wash your hands.   

You can use the Senduduk Plant to produce soap. Here’s how:  
  
1. Pluck 3 leaves of the Senduduk Plant and crush the leaves with your hands 
2. Rub the leaves with your hands under running water  
3. Clean your hands with the soap! You will see suds coming out of the leaves. 
  
There are many species of Senduduk Plants. This method only works with the 
Senduduk Bulu Plant (Clidemia hirta) 

Remember to 
keep washing 
your hands 
and stay safe! 

(Picture source: shutterstock) 



Missed out our 2019’s Night Walk? No worries, Night Walk Programme is 

back! 

 

Have you ever walk in the rainforest during the night? Do you know what 

animals can be found at night, and what do they do? Come and join our 

programme namely “Night Walk in FRIM Forest”, and experience the sights 

and sounds of the FRIM forest at night. 

 

This night walk is a wonderful opportunity for families with children (min. age 

of 13) to witness the nocturnal species that only come out at night! This 

programme is organized by NEC and experts from MNS SIG Herp group and 

will be held on Saturday of 8th August 2020 and 19th Dec 2020. 

 

You will need to dress up warmly, wear a long sleeves t-shirt as mosquitoes 

will hunt for your blood. Wear a long stocking as well for leach protection and 

wear your sport shoes. Bring your raincoat or waterproof jacket, as the tours 

proceed rain. 

 

Participants will get the opportunity to learn about the rainforest biodiversity 

and animal behaviours, and thus, to foster a great sense of appreciation 

towards our Mother Nature.  

 

Date              : 8th August 2020 or 19th Dec 2020 

 

Time              : 8.30 pm-11.00 pm 

 

Age                : 13 years old & above 

 

Venue           : FRIM-MNS Nature Education Centre (NEC), FRIM Kepong 

 

Fee                : RM85/pax 

 

**Fee includes MNS facilitators, insurance and FRIM entrance fee.  

 

For registration, please fill in the google form: 

https://forms.gle/xtzshcdk2t8rMDUv9  

 

Let’s join us now as the seats are limited! Don’t miss the chance again! 
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“Kids Night Walk @ FRIM” is back again this year! Join us this time 

and together we will discover and experience FRIM forest at night. This 

night walk is a wonderful opportunity for families with children (min. age 

of 7) to learn about nocturnal animals, the animals that active at night. 

By learning about their adaptations, we become more sensitive to their 

traits and potentially develop our own senses further and not only rely on 

our sense of sight. Participants will get the opportunity to learn more 

about the rainforest biodiversity and animal behaviour, and thus, foster a 

great sense of appreciation towards our Mother Nature.  

 

Date   :18th Sept 2020 (2nd Session) 

 

Time  : 8.30pm – 10.30pm 

 

Venue: FRIM-MNS Nature Education Centre, FRIM Kepong         

 

Age     : 7 to 12 years old 

 

Fee     : RM85/pax for 1st child registration,  

              RM65/pax for next child registration  

              RM45/parent 

 

**Fee includes MNS facilitators, certificate, insurance and FRIM 

entrance fee 

 

For registration, please fill in the google form: 

https://forms.gle/xMqL4sVfAeEgwdDW8  
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
INTENSIFYING OUR EFFORTS 

Special Message to All Members and especially to Branch Committees  

As we begin to get back to our normal living style, let’s remember the blue skies, bird song and good, fresh air we were 
able to enjoy during Covid-19 MCO.  

It was a reminder of how good life can be.   To enable MNS to promote the protection of rainforests, as well as the 
indigenous species of plants and animals (large and small), your help is vital to increase MNS membership numbers.  

At the beginning of September 2019, the council introduced a Membership Promotion, whereby Branches can receive 
funds when they increase their membership numbers. The graph below shows the current situation of members at the 
branches, in general, requiring strengthening. 

The promotion ends on 31 August 2020, so please make a special effort over the next two months to encourage your 
family, friends, neighbours and anyone else you might meet, to join MNS for the fun reasons of companionship and 
helping to improve our quality of life by protecting Malaysian Rainforests.  

If you as an individual can recruit five new 

members, then your next renewal is FREE.  

11 
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JOHOR BRANCH 

https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNat

ureSocietyJohor/ 

 Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Abbott Chong Ching Hua  

abbott_chong@yahoo.com  

Moses Wong Choo Hooi  

junglemania64@yahoo.com  

Belinda Wong Mei Lang  

belinda@bellogistics.com 

KEDAH BRANCH 

3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan  

Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, 

Kedah 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin  

Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com  

Mohamad Yani Madewnus  

madew75@gmail.com  

Phang Fatt Khow  

fkphang05@yahoo.com 

KELANTAN BRANCH 

204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota 

Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Nazahatul Anis Amaludin  

anisamaludin@gmail.com  

Che Azman B Nawi  

cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com  

Wong Mei Lin  

meklawa@gmail.com 

LANGKAWI BRANCH 

mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Eric R. Sinnaya  

morahols@gmail.com  Dato’ 

Alexander Issac  
alex@tropicalcharters.com.my  

Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel 

daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo 

.com 

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Vuthy Taing  

vuthy55@yahoo.com   

Lim Ming Hui  

limmel05@yahoo.com  

Carol See Oi Kuan  

lattelover38@gmail.com 

PAHANG BRANCH 

mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg 

Chair 

Vice 

Chair 

Secretary 

Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar  

versed_anggerik@yahoo.com  

Bong Sze Wai  

mnspahang@gmail.com   

Chow Mee Foong  

chowmeefoong@yahoo.com 

PENANG BRANCH 

Nature Information Centre (NIC),  

673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 

10350 Penang. Tel: 013-4537992 

Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call  

before visiting) 

mnspenang@yahoo.com 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Tan Choo Eng  

chooengtan@yahoo.com  

Tajul Arosh Baroky  

tajul_ab@yahoo.com  Tan 

Pek Tao, Peggy 

tpeggypeach33@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORY 
PERAK BRANCH 

70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden  

South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak  

mnsperak@gmail.com 

Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Leow Kon Fah  

leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com  

Zaharil Dzulkafly  

zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com  

Georgia Tham Yim Fong  

georgi8tham@yahoo.com 

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Anna Wong  

annawg888@gmail.com   

Jimmy Omar  

jemyomar@gmail.com   

Lawrence Alan Anak Bansa 

alanbez89@gmail.com 

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH 

mnskuching@gmail.com 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Rose Au Nyat Jun  

anyatjun@yahoo.com  

Asha Devi Kaushal  

princezhope@gmail.com  

Audrey Dominic Neng  

audreyneng@gmail.com 

SELANGOR BRANCH 

https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangorbr

anch 

mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com 

Chair Pasupathy Jayaraj  

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com 

Wong Ee Lynn 

wongeelynn@yahoo.com 

Grace Chin Haw Yiing  

gracehychin@gmail.com 

Secretary 

TERENGGANU BRANCH 

24896, Taman Kiara, Pekan Batu 6, 

21200  Kuala Terengganu  

mnsterengganu@gmail.com 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Secretary 

Wong Chee Ho  

cheeho04@yahoo.com 

Nik Mohd Shibli B Nik Jaafar  

nmshibli75@gmail.com  

James Tan Chun Hong  

chtan.james@gmail.com 

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH 

Chair 

Vice-Chair 

Secretary 

Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi  

hattasawabi@gmail.com  

Ooi Chin Hock  

ooichinhock@gmail.com  

Chong Ket Vui Dusun  

dusun_chong@yahoo.com 

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH 

mnsmiri@yahoo.com 

Blog: http://mnsmiri.blogspot.com 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

Musa Musbah 

sammua@yahoo.com 

Khuzaimi B Abdollah @ Abdullah 

khuzaimi_abdullah@live.com.my 

Achmed Azizie B  Marzuki  

achmedazizie@hotmail.com 

MNS HQ 

JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan, 

Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur  

(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on  

Jalan Mahameru) 

Open: Mondays – Fridays 9 am–5:30 pm  

T: 03-2287 9422 F: 03-2287 8773 

mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my  

Membership: Leong Wee Chin 

BRANCH COMMITTEE 2019-2021 

BRANCH COMMITTEE 2017-2019 

Secretary 

Vice Chair 
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made  

possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors  

from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the  

contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the  

right to edit for length and content. 

 

 

 

 
The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and  

other interesting news. Do like the page at this 

link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist 

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ 

names (max.  800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & 

no larger than 640 x  480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. 

must reach the Editor by the 13th of each month (unless noted 

otherwise) via the following e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com. 

Advertising rates: 

Classifieds : RM5 per column inch  

Quarter page ad : RM30 

Half page ad : RM60 

Payments: 

-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’. 

-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352. 

-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement  

to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com. 

Discount rate for ads paid in advance: 

3 adverts paid in advance – 5% off published rate;  6 

adverts paid in advance – 10% off published rate;  9 

adverts paid in advance – 15% off published rate;  12 

adverts paid in advance – 20% off published rate. 
Computer Recycling Collection Centre 

The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a  

designated recycling collection centre for old computers  

and computer parts by the Penang City Council. 

Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the  

NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling  

establishment. 

Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or  

check out Penang Branch web pages. 
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