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Raptor Watch 2021
It’s the time of the year once more to celebrates raptors also known as birds of prey. Raptor Watch (RW) is an 
event organize by MNS annually in Tanjung Tuan. Tanjung Tuan has been listed as an important raptor site by 
BirdLife International, National Geographic Society  and Hawkmountain. The main aim of RW is to raise awareness 
on the importance of raptor migration, gain public support in conserving Tanjung Tuan, monitor raptors 
population and promote other raptor migration watching sites and flyways throughout Malaysia. RW is an 
opportunity for the public to witness one of the nature’s most exquisite offerings. Raptors migrate southward to 
escape the bitter cold of the northern winters and make some venturous journey back during spring to their 
breeding grounds in temperate Asia. The spring raptor migration actually begins in mid-Feb and lasts till mid-April.

 
 

Join us on this event by registering via www.mns.my or visit MNS FB page. Registration is free.
 

Save the date and book your online seat now.
 

You attendance means a lot to us.
 
 

Continued on next page…
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This year, due to covid-19 pandemic, Raptor 
Watch 2021 will be celebrated virtually. Hence, 
we are excited to invite you to Raptor Watch 
2021  which will be held on the following date:
 
Date: 13.3.2021
 
Time: 9.30am – 4.30pm
 
Venue: Zoom
 
As we celebrate raptors, let’s delve deeper into 
the topic of Raptor Watch in Malaysia by Kim 
Chye, Raptor Celebration with International 
Partners, live updates from Tanjung Tuan on 
r a p t o r  c o u n t i n g  a n d  o f f i c i a l  l a u n c h  o f 
book, “MALAYSIAN BIRDS - A GLIMPSE” by Stella 
Rajendran and many more.

Continued on next page…

… Continued from previous page.
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Raptor Watch Virtual Contest
 
In conjunction with Raptor Watch 2021, MNS is 
organising Raptor theme contests with the aim to 
raise awareness among public on protecting, 
conserving and caring for raptors. Join our Raptor 
Watch 2021 contest to win amazing gifts. For 
registration please visit www.mns.my or MNS 
Facebook page.
For more information, please drop an email 
at mnsraptorwatch@gmail.com.
 
Raptor Counting 2021
 
Raptor counting 2021 starts on 6th March 2021. This 
year, they will be counting for a total 15 days at the 
Tanjung Tuan Lighthouse. Due to Covid-19 
pandemic, we are restricted to go to Tanjung Tuan 
for bird watching activity. Thus, MNS would like to 
go live every day at 2pm through MNS Facebook 
page. Frequent updates on their daily counts will be 
posted up on MNS facebook page.
 
Thank you to Canon Marketing (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd. 
for being official imaging partner.

… Continued from previous page.
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Continued on next page…

MY Garden Birdwatch
The Malaysian Garden Birdwatch (MY Garden 
Birdwatch aka MYGB) is the first citizen science

project on garden bird count in Malaysia. Initiated 
by the Bird Conservation Council (BCC) of the

Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) and currently it is 
managed by MNS Environmental Education

Division. The project started in 2010 and has 
continued since with the supports of volunteers 
from

various backgrounds who have a soft spot for birds 
and their habitat.
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Continued on next page…

… Continued from previous page.

The project is modelled after the Big Garden Birdwatch 
by The Royal Society for the Protection of

Birds (RSPB) in United Kingdom (UK). Birdwatchers and 
the general public can contribute in the

citizen science project that will help scientists and 
conservationists in their efforts to protect the

natural environment. With this objective in mind, the 
MYGB is an annual survey of birds that are

commonly found around our country, to observe 
changes on their population numbers and

distribution, in urban as well as in rural areas.
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Continued on next page…

… Continued from previous page.

Today, besides predation, diseases and natural 
phenomena; man’s economic activities such as urban

development and deforestation have had a major 
impact on the size and distribution of bird species.

Data derived from this survey provides useful clues and 
it forms the basis for bird conservation

priority.

Main objectives of MYGB are:-

Ø To raise awareness among volunteers on ecosystem 
services provided by birds

Ø To contribute to MYGB long-term data collection on 
the garden bird population and distribution in 
Malaysia

Ø To actively engage with volunteers (birdwatchers 
and the general public) to assist in data collection 
for scientific purposes
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Continued on next page…

GREEN LIVING COLUMN
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

END DEFORESTATION BEFORE EMBARKING ON TREE-PLANTING CAMPAIGNS

It is difficult for environmentalists not to respond with scepticism to the Prime Minister’s 100 Million Tree 
Planting Campaign. While it is heartening to see that the government acknowledges climate change to be a 
real and imminent threat, the actions of those in power thus far are not consistent with environmental 
protection, climate mitigation, or biodiversity preservation.

The PM claims that Malaysia has forest cover of 55.3%, which is wildly inaccurate as it includes plantations, 
which consist of monoculture crops that rely on large quantities of synthetic herbicides, insecticides, 
bactericides, and fertilisers in order to thrive. The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation reported Malaysia’s 
primary forest cover to be at 18.7% in 2010, and it has decreased since then. Tree cover is not the same as 
forest cover, and not everything that puts out roots and leaves is automatically beneficial to the environment. 
Old-growth forests store carbon for centuries, whereas plantations constitute net emitters of carbon due to 
the disturbance of the soil and degradation of the previous ecosystem. Plantations cannot be classified as 
forests, and they are in fact a direct threat to forests due to the fact that forests are cleared for agricultural 
expansion. For the sake of scientific accuracy and for this massive tree-planting campaign to be an actual 
climate mitigation strategy, this inventory of 100 million trees must necessarily exclude plantation trees.
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Continued on next page…

… Continued from previous page.

While a tree-planting campaign of this magnitude sounds good in theory, the Perikatan Nasional government 
does not have a credible environmental track record. Just days before the announcement of the 100 Million Tree 
Planting Campaign, the Kedah government proposed to log 25,000 hectares of the Ulu Muda forest, which is a 
vital water catchment area and biodiversity hotbed. Further, there are recent reports of logging in the vicinity of 
the Jerantut Tambahan Forest Reserve and Lesung Permanent Forest Reserve, among other forest reserves. 
Things in Pakatan Nasional controlled states are not much better, as the Selangor State Government is adamant 
about proceeding with its plans to degazette and destroy the Kuala Langat North Forest Reserve. Based on these 
precedents, it is difficult to believe that the government is in any way committed to protecting the environment.

Planting trees make up only a partial solution to the effects of deforestation. A better, less expensive, and less 
quixotic option would be to end or at least reduce deforestation. Let us remember that mature trees offset far 
greater amounts of carbon dioxide than young trees. A tree will only begin to be effective in absorbing carbon in 
its tenth year, so planting trees as a climate mitigation strategy is not going to produce the results we want to see 
within our lifetimes. Intact forests provide many ecosystem services that newly-planted trees can’t. Researchers 
from 15 countries published their findings in Nature in 2014 that old trees not only store carbon and prevent it 
from escaping into the atmosphere, but actively convert carbon dioxide from the air into their trunks, branches, 
and leaves, a feat that is not replicated by young trees. Currently, the Earth’s forests and soil absorb about 30% of 
atmospheric carbon emissions. Mature and biodiverse forests store carbon, recycle water, prevent erosion, 
harbour biodiversity, and improve air and water quality. When trees are cut down, years of a forests’ stored 
carbon are released back into the atmosphere. When we plant forests, we gain some of the benefits that forests 
provide, but it takes decades to grow a healthy forest, and humanity is running out of time.
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I can see the appeal of a massive tree-planting campaign to those in power. It creates the appearance that the 
government is doing something proactive to protect the environment, and also creates public relations 
opportunities for corporations, particularly those in polluting and destructive sectors such as construction, 
property development, and oil and gas, to perform a corporate social responsibility exercise to improve their 
image. Before we embark on this ambitious and expensive campaign, however, it would be good to know what 
plans the government and its corporate partners have beyond planting trees. Planting millions of trees is the 
easy part. Tracking these trees and ensuring the young trees’ survival is the challenging part. Mega tree-
planting efforts in India, Turkey, and Ethiopia record the number of saplings planted, but are unable to provide 
accurate and adequate information about the survival rate of these saplings. What makes us think that 
Malaysia is going to be the exception, given our society’s poor maintenance culture? Tree-planting campaigns 
are also a cop-out for governments and corporations because it is a way of avoiding having to address more 
serious environmental issues such as deforestation, pollution, mining, and other destructive activities.

By all means, we should plant as many new trees as possible, especially native trees that provide food and 
shelter for native fauna. However, we need to stop pretending that it will solve the environmental problems 
caused by weak governance, greed, and the prioritising of short-term benefits over environmental integrity. If 
the PM truly cares about “greening Malaysia” and our trees, as he had claimed, he would start by putting a halt 
to deforestation and the degazettement of forest reserves.

WONG EE LYNN
PETALING JAYA
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NATURE HERO TALKS
An MNS NS & Malacca Branch Online Programme

With the Covid-19 pandemic starting 
in March 2020, businesses and schools 
shuttered. Nature education centres 
were also badly affected. After an 
internal review, MNS NS & Malacca 
Branch decided that an online Nature 
& Environmental talk would be the 
best option to, (1) engage our 
members and, (2) raise awareness 
about the difficulties faced by nature 
education centres.

Within our branch membership we 
have Gerard Wong running the 
Melaka Butterfly and Reptile 
Sanctuary and Dr Pelf running Turtle 
Conservation Society and Lau Min Min 
managing WWF’s Turtle efforts along 
the coast of Melaka.

We started with great interests on the 
topic of “Butterflies” by Gerard. It was 
our first use of zoom meeting and our 
maiden talk. It went flawless and 
helped to create awareness for his 
“adopt a butterfly” campaign. The 
next talk by Dr Pelf created as much 
buzz and raised her profile on 
conservation efforts in saving River 
Terrapins.

These two talks and the great responses from the audience provided us the impetus to 
carry the conversations. Doing something useful and positive for the community while 
keeping an eye on the pandemic. Since our humble experiment, we have completed 19 
talks. One talk, every two weeks. We have now branded our online sharing as Nature 
Hero Talks. Continued on next page…
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Going into 2021, to make it easier for participants and 
create a more nature caring society, we have developed a 
progressive application called https://eco-partners.online/

The application allows us to 
▪ Consolidate all our nature and environmental activities
▪ Make it easier to participate by just clicking a button. No 

more need for Google forms.
▪ Organise activities to facilitate positive habit changes
▪ Give points and rankings to encourage participations

For the first quarter of 2021, we have arranged for bird 
talks to celebrate its importance to our biodiversity and 
leading up to Raptor Watch 2021. 

Vuthy
MNS NS Malacca Branch Chair 2019-2021

… Continued from previous page.

Kindly register at eco-partners.online, go to Events and click to register. More 
information about the application is available at https://youtu.be/uuJhVbNI_HE

Here is the programme list -

Jan 9th 2021, 2pm – Online Talk: Urban bird watching – 
Andy Lee
Jan 23rd 2021, 2pm – Online Talk: Water birds and Birds 
of Singapore – Yong Ding Li & Alan Owyong
Feb 6th 2021, 2pm – Online Talk: Raptor ID (2 hour 
special) - Lim Kim Chye 
Feb 20th 2021, 2pm – Online Talk: Birding in Johor / NS / 
Malacca: Belinda/Vuthy
March 6th 2021, 2pm – Online Talk: Birding at Fraser's 
Hill/Selangor/Penang - Henry/Choo Eng/Izziat
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Eco Kids Column Caption Contest
Thank you for participating in the Eco Kids Column Contest and the result is…

What does the judge say to 
the man wearing the blue t-
shirt?

 

Winners Caption: Hey brilliant! You save 
the turtles, I mean you save our earth. You 
don’t choose to drink with a straw.

Submitted by @hr.littlelinsay

 

Don’t waste, keep safe and stay creative Eco 
Kids! 
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Kuala Selangor Nature Park, a public park managed by 
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS), has been affected by 
the reimplementation of Conditional Movement Control 
Order (CMCO). All services and facilities are currently 
suspended - no walk-in visitors, activities nor overnight 
sleeps are allowed during this period. We strive to ensure 
the health and safety of our visitors, employees and 
volunteers.
The establishment of the park is one of MNS’s effort to 
ensure overall balance between ecosystem, safety, 
livelihood and food chain (seafood supply for humans 
and animals alike).
As we are continuously forced to remain closed, we still 
never cease to work towards the productivity, safety, 
conservation and improvement of the park. Therefore, 
we seek your sincere thoughts to help us in maintaining 
our flora and fauna through the following activities:
“Donate & Stay” - once the CMCO is lifted, you are 
entitled for an overnight stay and free activities (Upon 
bookings and availability up until end of December 2021).
“Do the Deed” – we will plant the trees on your behalf. 
Your contribution matters and we appreciate your 
generosity. You may visit our webpage or follow us 
through our FB and IG page for more information.

DONATE ‘N’ STAY 
at Kuala Selangor Nature Park
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JOHOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNat
ureSocietyJohor/
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Abbott Chong Ching Hua  
abbott_chong@yahoo.com  
Moses Wong Choo Hooi  
astrov64@yahoo.com  
Belinda Wong Mei Lang  
belinda1955@hotmail.com

KEDAH BRANCH
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan  
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, 
Kedah
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin  
Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com  
Mohamad Yani Madewnus  
madew75@gmail.com  
Phang Fatt Khow  
fkphang05@yahoo.com

KELANTAN BRANCH
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Nazahatul Anis Amaludin  
anisamaludin@gmail.com  
Che Azman B Nawi  
cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com  
Wong Mei Lin  
meklawa@gmail.com

LANGKAWI BRANCH
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Acting 
Chair

Secretary

Dato’ Alexander Issac  
alex@tropicalcharters.com.
my 

Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel
daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo
.com

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Vuthy Taing  
vuthy55@yahoo.com  
Lim Ming Hui  
limmel05@yahoo.com  
Carol See Oi Kuan  
lattelover38@gmail.com

PAHANG BRANCH
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg
Chair

Vice 
Chair
Secretary

Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar  
versed_anggerik@yahoo.com  
Bong Sze Wai  
mnspahang@gmail.com  
Chow Mee Foong  
chowmeefoong@yahoo.com

PENANG BRANCH
Nature Information Centre (NIC),  
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga,
10350 Penang. Tel: 013-4537992
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call  
before visiting)
mnspenang@yahoo.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Tan Choo Eng  
chooengtan@yahoo.com  
Tajul Arosh Baroky  
tajul_ab@yahoo.com  
Beryl Nolan
nolanberyl@gmail.com

DIRECTORY
PERAK BRANCH
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden  
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak  
mnsperak@gmail.com
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Leow Kon Fah  
leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com  
Zaharil Dzulkafly  
zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com  
Georgia Tham Yim Fong  
georgi8tham@yahoo.com

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Anna Wong  
annawg888@gmail.com  
Jimmy Omar  
jemyomar@gmail.com  
Lawrence Alan Anak Bansa
alanbez89@gmail.com

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH
mnskuching@gmail.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Rose Au Nyat Jun  
anyatjun@yahoo.com  
Asha Devi Kaushal  
princezhope@gmail.com  
Audrey Dominic Neng  
audreyneng@gmail.com

SELANGOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangorbr
anch
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com
Chair Pasupathy Jayaraj  

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com
Wong Ee Lynn
wongeelynn@yahoo.com
Grace Chin Haw Yiing  
gracehychin@gmail.com

Secretary

TERENGGANU BRANCH
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Wong Chee Ho  
cheeho04@yahoo.com
Nik Mohd Shibli B Nik Jaafar  
nmshibli75@gmail.com  
James Tan Chun Hong  
chtan.james@gmail.com

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH
Chair

Vice-Chair

Secretary

Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi  
hattasawabi@gmail.com  
Ooi Chin Hock  
ooichinhock@gmail.com  
Chong Ket Vui Dusun  
dusun_chong@yahoo.com

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH
mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: http://mnsmiri.blogspot.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Musa Musbah
sammua@yahoo.com
Khuzaimi B Abdollah @ Abdullah
khuzaimi_abdullah@live.com.my
Achmed Azizie B  Marzuki  
achmedazizie@hotmail.com

MNS HQ
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan,
Buk i t  Perseku tuan ,  50480  Kua la 
L u m p u r   ( j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  S e r i 
P e r d a n a  t u r n - o f f  o n   J a l a n 
Mahameru)
Open: Mondays – Fridays 9 am–5:30 
pm  T: 03-2287 9422 F: 03-2287 
8773
mns@mns.org.my 
www.mns.my  Membership:

Leong Wee 
Chin
BRANCH COMMITTEE 2019-
2021

BRANCH COMMITTEE 2017-
2019

Secretary

Vice Chair
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made  
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors  
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the  
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the  
right to edit for length and content.

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with 
current articles and  other interesting news. Do like the page at this
link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ 
names (max.  800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & 
no larger than 640 x  480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. 
must reach the Editor by the 13th of each month (unless noted 
otherwise) via the following e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com.

Advertising rates:
Classifieds : RM5 per column inch  
Quarter page ad : RM30
Half page ad : RM60

Payments:
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor 
Branch’.
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 
014150307352.
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your 
advertisement  to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:
3 adverts paid in advance – 5% off published rate;  
6 adverts paid in advance – 10% off published rate;  
9 adverts paid in advance – 15% off published rate;  
12 adverts paid in advance – 20% off published rate. Computer Recycling Collection Centre

The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a  
designated recycling collection centre for old computers  
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the  
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling  
establishment.
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or  
check out Penang Branch web pages.

Editor for this issue: Amanda Ng
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