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World Otter Day 
MNS Conservation Unit

World Otter Day was initiated by the International Otter
Survival Fund (IOSF) and has been celebrated annually
with a goal of raising awareness of the current status and
threats of otters all around the world are facing. It is a
successful event where countries around the globe
organized events and activities to educate the public and
fundraising. Although otters can be found globally, but the
species are different in every continents (except Antarctic),
with special mention of the hairy-nosed otter is endemic
to Southeast Asia. This event will be celebrated on the
26th May 2021. MNS Otter Project was implemented in
2019 and the Malaysia Otter Network (MON) was
established in 2020 to promote the conservation of the
four otter species as the Wetland Ambassador in Malaysia.
Thus, MNS and MON will hold joint annual event with the
other organizations around the world to celebrate World
Otter Day. This year we will be celebrate the otter in their
urban and natural wetlands.

Continued on next page…

Screenshot from Facebook Live Stream

Link to watch the recorded live stream: 
https://fb.watch/5Lqk9nO-Dr/

http://www.mns.my/
https://fb.watch/5Lqk9nO-Dr/


Branch Annual General Meetings 2021
Join us and have the opportunity to listen to the achievements and challenges of the
outgoing Branch Committee 2019/2021. The branch AGM gives you a chance to vote for
the new Branch Committee members 2021/2023.

Who can attend branch AGM?
MNS members with valid subscription. If you are unsure of your membership, send an
email to Wee Chin at membership@mns.org.my to enquire further.

Present issue to branch
Please submit in writing to Branch Secretary not less than seven days before the Branch
AGM.

Vote at Branch AGMs
All committee positions will be available for re-election and anyone who wishes to stand
for a committee position must notify Branch Secretary as soon as possible. You can find
his/her details at the end of this newsletter.

Continued on next page… 2
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BRANCH TENTATIVE DATE TENTATIVE VENUE TIME

Terengganu Branch 1 July 2021 (THU) Virtual Meeting 4pm – 6pm

Miri Branch 3 July 2021 (SAT) Virtual Meeting 8.30pm

Kelantan Branch 10 July 2021 (SAT) Kelantan Golf & Country Club, 
Kota Bharu

3pm

Johor Branch 17 July 2021 (SAT) Virtual Meeting via Zoom 1.30pm

Melaka & Negeri 
Sembilan Branch

17 July 2021 (SAT) Virtual Meeting via Zoom 9am - 12 noon

Selangor Branch 17 July 2021 (SAT) Virtual Meeting via Zoom 10am

Kuching Branch 17 July 2021 (SAT) Virtual Meeting 2pm

Perak Branch 24 July 2021 (SAT) TBC 3.30pm

Penang Branch 24 July 2021 (SAT) 4-L, Jalan Masjid Negeri, 
Island Glades, 11600 Penang 
& Virtual Meeting via Zoom

2.30pm

Note:
TBC = To be confirmed

… Continued from previous page.



The Department of Standards Malaysia, with the Malaysian Palm Oil Certification Council (MPOCC) as
Joint Secretariat, are calling for experts and interested parties to provide comments towards its review of
MSPO MS2530:2013 series. Information and links: https://linktr.ee/siristandardMSPO
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Continued on next page…

Big international banks have been exiting coal financing at 
an accelerated rate this year amid pressure from non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) and a global energy 
transition.

Dozens of banks in recent years have restricted coal plant 
funding. This includes DBS Bank, UOB and OCBC in 
Singapore, Mizuho Financial Group and Japan Bank for 
International Cooperation (JBIC) in Japan, HSBC UK and 
many more.

It is clear to everyone that banks wield a lot of power in 
mitigating climate change. 

“Getting lenders to choke off money to fossil fuel 
companies is the next needed move for the industry to 
address the material risks that the coal, oil and gas industry 
faces,” says Leslie Samuelrich, president at investment 
advisory firm Green Century Capital Management.
According to Ben Ratner, a senior director at the 
Environmental Defense Fund who leads the business 
energy transition team, “alongside reducing overall funding 
to the fossil fuel industry, banks should use their most 
powerful tools – like loan eligibility and rates – to 
incentivize corporate clients to reduce polluting practices 
like methane emissions and gas flaring, while transitioning 
to sustainable business models.”

GREEN LIVING COLUMN: 
WHICH BANKS ARE NO LONGER FINANCING COAL, 
AND WHY?
Compiled and edited by Wong Ee Lynn (wongeelynn@yahoo.com)

On 6 May 2021, it was reported in the news that Malayan 
Banking Berhad (Maybank) will stop financing new coal 
activities as part of its sustainable agenda. Currently, coal 
financing makes up 0.2% of the bank’s total portfolio.

Maybank Group president and chief executive officer Datuk 
Abdul Farid Alias said the bank’s No Deforestation, No New 
Peat, and No Exploitation (NDPE) stance was approved by 
the board in January 2020, which applies to all relevant 
sectors including but not limited to palm oil, forestry, 
logging, construction and real estate.

Similarly, CIMB Group Holdings Bhd has also committed to 
phase out coal from its portfolio by 2040. CIMB’s new ‘Coal 
Sector Guide’ will prohibit asset-level or general corporate 
financing for new thermal coal mines and coal-fired power 
plants, as well as expansions, except when there are 
existing commitments.
CIMB said it has also strengthened its sustainable financing 
policy requiring clients in the “High Sustainability Risk 
Sector”, such as palm oil, forestry, and oil and gas, to meet 
its environmental and social standards at the point of 
acquiring financing.
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Continued on next page…

The two banks that increased fossil fuel financing the most 
are in China.

From 2016 to 2020, Postal Savings Bank of China had the 
largest percent change in fossil fuel financing — it increased 
over 1,200% from $168 million in 2016 to $2.2 billion in 
2020, according to CNBC Make It’s analysis using data from 
the Banking on Climate Chaos 2021 report.

China Minsheng Bank had the second highest percentage 
change in fossil fuel financing from 2016 to 2020 with a 
550% increase, as its financing went from $1.7 billion to 
$10.8 billion, according to CNBC’s analysis.

Two banks that decreased their fossil fuel financing the 
most are based in Europe.

French cooperatively-owned bank Crédit Mutuel had the 
largest drop in fossil fuel financing, with a 100% decline 
from $19 million in 2016 to zero in 2020.

“In 2018, we made a decision to stop all financing for coal-
fired power plants and coal mining in all countries,” says a 
spokesperson for the Crédit Mutuel, a cooperative bank 
that is owned by its customers.

In 2020, Crédit Mutuel decided it was willing to lose money 
“in the short term” for its fossil fuel goals.

Zürich Switzerland-headquartered investment bank UBS 
decreased fossil fuel financing by 73%, from $7.7 billion in 
2016 to $2.1 billion in 2020, making it the bank with the 
second largest pullback.

Academicians and environmentalists explain the 
importance of data ranking banks’ fossil fuel financing thus:
“In a nutshell, finance is both global and local. Where local 
banks see or predict fossil fuel consumption increasing in 
local markets, they increase lending. Where local banks 
envision a drop in demand, they curb lending,” says 
Jonathan Macey, professor of corporate law, corporate 
finance and securities law at Yale University.

So data ranking banks’ fossil fuel financing “gives us a good 
window into possible global patterns of fossil fuel 
production and possible global patterns of shifting to 
renewables,” Macey says.

A need to make money and keep customers happy is also a 
motivator for banks.

“The move away from fossil fuels by asset managers has 
been hampered by fears of potential underperformance 
and concerns about alienating their clients but [it] is finally 
gaining traction,” Samuelrich says.  

… Continued from previous page.
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Continued on next page…

Then there’s public perception: “Lenders are more 
reluctant to lend to fossil fuel producers where there is a 
lot of environmental activism. In a totalitarian controlled 
economy, such activism does not have much impact,” he 
says.

While it may not be realistic for banks to change overnight, 
they need to do more, collectively, than they are, says 
James Vaccaro, the executive director of Climate Safe 
Lending Network.. 

Sources: 
1. https://www.reuters.com/article/malaysia-maybank-

idUSL4N2MT2PF
2. https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-malaysia-cimb-

idUKKBN28I0X0
3. https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/22/which-banks-are-

increasing-decreasing-fossil-fuel-financing-.html

… Continued from previous page.
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BEE KIND & MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) and Corak Rentak Sdn Bhd, the
manufacturer for B MY HONEY and DEIRA Kelulut Honey have
signed a MOU to support the conservation of the Stingless
(Kelulut) Bee!

Together, we aim to spread awareness of the importance of the
bees as well as to provide benefits to humanity and the
environment by increasing incomes of the B40 community
through sustainable bee-keeping practices that protect the
environment.

Our collaborative initiatives:

1. Campaign to recruit new members for MNS via social media (B
MY HONEY’s Facebook & Instagram page) and e-commerce
platforms (B MY HONEY’s e-shop on Lazada and Shopee) in
conjunction with World Bee Day on 20 May 2021

2. Sponsorship of prizes by Corak Rentak for MNS’s quarterly
“Member get Members” campaign

3. Corak Rentak will sponsor B MY HONEY and DEIRA Kelulut
honey, and collectibles for MNS’s online shop @
https://shopmns.easy.co/

4. Beekeeping activities as part of the MNS Insect Conservation
programme and Corak Rentak’s Bee Engagement
Entrepreneurship (BEE) Project.

STAY TUNED for the above throughout the year!!

https://shopmns.easy.co/
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ECO KIDS

11

By Ng Zhang Hui

Upcycling Clothes: Quarantine Project

Project #1: Big Shirts & T-Shirts Downsized To Smaller T-Shirts 

Recently, I have been growing out of a lot of clothes. Using hand-me-down clothes from an older cousin and 
friend, I upcycled the hand-me-down clothing to my size and preferences. That also gave me the chance to 

upcycle my grown-out clothes for new use. Here is what I did in a upcycling project:

Material Source: Unwanted shirts & t-shirts from cousin

I collected some unwanted shirts from my cousin to cut and sew into T-shirts of my size. He is quite a bit
older than me, so there was a lot of material to spare. I do suggest trying to find larger sized hand-me-
downs, so there is room for mistakes. I just trimmed and hemmed the sleeves and the bottom part of the
shirt for this quick project.

Continued on next page…
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… Continued from previous page.

Project #2: T-Shirts to Singlets
Material Source: An unwanted shirt & a thrifted shirt 

I traced one of my singlets into the t-shirts with a 1-
2 inch seam allowance. Then I sewed the singlet
together and double hemmed the sleeves.

Continued on next page…

Project #3: Shirt to Shorts
Material Source: A unwanted shirt from a friend

Using a pattern to sew shorts and an elastic band. I
unpicked the shirt, cut the cloth and sewed it into a
pair of shorts. Here is a Youtube video on how to
make a pattern to sew shorts:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baqA9jhZRVs

(I did not have a picture of the actual 
shirt. But I found a picture the exact 

same shirt)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=baqA9jhZRVs
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… Continued from previous page.

Project #4: Hoodie to Oven Gloves
Material Source: A unwanted hoodie, a unwanted 

new pot holder and some cloth

I created my own oven glove pattern using my
hands. I used the hoodie for the outer layer of the
oven glove, the pot holder for the inside layer and
the cloth as the inside lining. Here is the Youtube
guide I used (the video shows how to sew two
things, the oven mitt guide in the first part):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60-oqH-
G8Ro&t=265s

Continued on next page…

Project #5: A Blouse to Dresses for 
My Soft Toy Llamas

Material Source: A outgrown blouse of mine

This blouse is one of my favorites, and I was
heartbroken to grow out of it (having amended it a
couple of times so I could wear it for a longer time).
I did not want to donate it or upcycle it into
something to be used roughly. So I remade it into
two dresses for my two soft toy llamas, as I
commonly sew clothes for my soft toys. My way of
preserving a meaningful memory: turning it into
clothes for my favourite soft toys!

(I did not have a picture of the actual 
hoodie. But I found a picture the exact 

same hoodie.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60-oqH-G8Ro&t=265s
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… Continued from previous page.

Project #6: A Skirt to Pants
Material Source: A hand-me-down skirt

I received a long skirt with two slits on both sides. I
loved the pattern of the skirt. However, I was in
need of long pants. So I seam ripped slits till it was
halfway up my thigh. Then I turned the skirt around,
so that the slits now went down the front and back
of my legs. I then sewed the two slits together,
making pants!

Project #7: Sweater to Shorts.
Project #8: T-Shirt to Shorts.

Project #9: Long Pants to Short 
Pants. 

Project #10: Patchwork Quilt (still in 
the making!)

Material Source: Everything!

I collected small scraps of cloth during my
upcycling projects (and is still collecting) to create a
patchwork quilt. I am still in the beginning and I
can’t wait to finish it!

Come join me and turn pre-loved to re-loved!

(I did not have photo of the skirt, but here 
is a similar version of it)

All my other projects I did not put into this article (I
forgot to take pictures/could not find example
pictures to show you what I did):
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GREEN LIVING ACTIVITY ANNOUNCEMENT
VISIT-AND-VOLUNTEER SESSION AT THE SS3 PJ
CREATIVE HUB AND COMMUNITY TOY LIBRARY
Date: Saturday, 26th June 2021
Time: 10 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
Location: SS3 Creative Hub & Community Toy Library, 2 Jalan
SS3/52, 47300 Petaling Jaya.
(Directions and more information here: https://www.facebook.com/SS3-Creative-
Hub-Community-Toy-Library-108718867593237)

The SS3 Creative Hub & Community Toy Library is a non-
governmental charitable organisation set up for the benefit of
families, children, and NGOs. It is located in a child- and family-
friendly bungalow with indoor and outdoor play spaces and a
garden in which families can learn to grow edible plants and
native pollinator plants. The Toy Library accepts donations of
toys, games, children’s furniture (bookcases, tables, and chairs)
and children’s books, and thus this stops resources from being
discarded or landfilled.

For this Visit-and-Volunteer Session, we welcome both
volunteers to participate in in-person activities on the day itself,
and volunteers who can help us grow vegetables and young
plants to be transplanted into the garden and/or who can
collect, clean, and sort preloved toys and children’s books to be
donated to the Toy Library.

Continued on next page…

Open to both MNS members and non-members. We will
be accepting only 15 volunteers on the day itself in
order to comply with Covid-19 SOPs. Volunteers are
required to keep their face masks on and check in using
the MySejahtera app. Volunteers will work in small,
physically-distanced teams in different parts of the
building and garden.

No participation cost, but volunteers are encouraged to
bring a light refreshment to share with other volunteers.
Those bringing plants are encouraged to bring their own
spades, gardening gloves, and gardening tools.

https://www.facebook.com/SS3-Creative-Hub-Community-Toy-Library-108718867593237
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GREEN LIVING ACTIVITY ANNOUNCEMENT

VISIT-AND-VOLUNTEER SESSION AT THE SS3 PJ CREATIVE HUB AND
COMMUNITY TOY LIBRARY
Itinerary:

… Continued from previous page.

To sign up as a volunteer, please email Ee Lynn at wongeelynn@yahoo.com and let us know:
• Your name
• Email address/phone number
• Whether you will be volunteering in person, and if so, all the names of the volunteers who will be joining you.
• If you will be contributing toys/books/furniture/plants. If you are unable to participate on the day itself, we will make

arrangements to pick up the plants and other contributions from you. Plants should ideally be already alive and growing and
not merely seeds. Donations of potted plants are accepted. Please ensure all toys are unbroken, intact, and clean. Games
and puzzles should have no missing pieces. Furniture should be in good repair. Books should not be torn or badly scribbled
on. Used colouring books, activity books, notebooks, exercise books, school textbooks, scrapbooks, and damaged
art/writing supplies will not be accepted.

10 a.m. Briefing, meeting the Founder and other volunteers of 
the Hub, tour of the Hub. 

10.30 a.m. Division of duties. The Toy and Book cleaning / repair / 
sorting teams will work indoors. The gardening team 
will work outdoors. 

12.30 p.m. Tidy up and regroup. Light refreshments will be served. 
Volunteers who wish to return to help with specific 
tasks can sign up with the Hub’s volunteer coordinator. 



Kuala Selangor Nature Park, a public park managed by 
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS), has been affected by 
the reimplementation of Conditional Movement Control 
Order (CMCO). All services and facilities are currently 
suspended - no walk-in visitors, activities nor overnight 
sleeps are allowed during this period. We strive to ensure 
the health and safety of our visitors, employees and 
volunteers.
The establishment of the park is one of MNS’s effort to 
ensure overall balance between ecosystem, safety, 
livelihood and food chain (seafood supply for humans 
and animals alike).
As we are continuously forced to remain closed, we still 
never cease to work towards the productivity, safety, 
conservation and improvement of the park. Therefore, 
we seek your sincere thoughts to help us in maintaining 
our flora and fauna through the following activities:
“Donate & Stay” - once the CMCO is lifted, you are 
entitled for an overnight stay and free activities (Upon 
bookings and availability up until end of December 2021).
“Do the Deed” – we will plant the trees on your behalf.
Your contribution matters and we appreciate your 
generosity. You may visit our webpage or follow us 
through our FB and IG page for more information.

DONATE ‘N’ STAY
at Kuala Selangor Nature Park
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JOHOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNa
tureSocietyJohor/
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Abbott Chong Ching Hua  
abbott_chong@yahoo.com 
Moses Wong Choo Hooi
astrov64@yahoo.com 
Belinda Wong Mei Lang  
belinda1955@hotmail.com

KEDAH BRANCH
3 Jalan Timor 1, Kawasan Perusahaan  
Mergong Barrage, 05150 Alor Setar, 
Kedah
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin  
Yaacob ; husaya@gmail.com 
Mohamad Yani Madewnus  
madew75@gmail.com 
Phang Fatt Khow  
fkphang05@yahoo.com

KELANTAN BRANCH
204, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota
Bharu, Kelantan. meklawa@gmail.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Nazahatul Anis Amaludin  
anisamaludin@gmail.com 
Che Azman B Nawi  
cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com 
Wong Mei Lin  
meklawa@gmail.com

LANGKAWI BRANCH
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Acting 
Chair

Secretary

Dato’ Alexander Issac  
alex@tropicalcharters.com.
my

Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel
daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo
.com

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Vuthy Taing  
vuthy55@yahoo.com 
Lim Ming Hui  
limmel05@yahoo.com 
Carol See Oi Kuan  
lattelover38@gmail.com

PAHANG BRANCH
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg
Chair

Vice 
Chair
Secretary

Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar  
versed_anggerik@yahoo.com 
Bong Sze Wai  
mnspahang@gmail.com 
Chow Mee Foong  
chowmeefoong@yahoo.com

PENANG BRANCH
Nature Information Centre (NIC),  
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga,
10350 Penang. Tel: 013-4537992
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call  
before visiting)
mnspenang@yahoo.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Tan Choo Eng  
chooengtan@yahoo.com 
Tajul Arosh Baroky  
tajul_ab@yahoo.com Tan 
Beryl Nolan
nolanberyl@gmail.com

DIRECTORY
PERAK BRANCH
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden  
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak  
mnsperak@gmail.com
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Leow Kon Fah  
leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com 
Zaharil Dzulkafly  
zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com 
Georgia Tham Yim Fong  
georgi8tham@yahoo.com

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Anna Wong  
annawg888@gmail.com 
Jimmy Omar  
jemyomar@gmail.com 
Lawrence Alan Anak Bansa
alanbez89@gmail.com

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH
mnskuching@gmail.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Rose Au Nyat Jun  
anyatjun@yahoo.com 
Asha Devi Kaushal  
princezhope@gmail.com 
Audrey Dominic Neng  
audreyneng@gmail.com

SELANGOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangorbr
anch
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com
Chair Pasupathy Jayaraj  

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com
Wong Ee Lynn
wongeelynn@yahoo.com
Grace Chin Haw Yiing
gracehychin@gmail.com

Secretary

TERENGGANU BRANCH
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Wong Chee Ho  
cheeho04@yahoo.com
Nik Mohd Shibli B Nik Jaafar  
nmshibli75@gmail.com 
James Tan Chun Hong  
chtan.james@gmail.com

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH
Chair

Vice-Chair

Secretary

Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi  
hattasawabi@gmail.com 
Ooi Chin Hock  
ooichinhock@gmail.com 
Chong Ket Vui Dusun  
dusun_chong@yahoo.com

SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH
mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: http://mnsmiri.blogspot.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Musa Musbah
sammua@yahoo.com
Khuzaimi B Abdollah @ Abdullah
khuzaimi_abdullah@live.com.my
Achmed Azizie B Marzuki  
achmedazizie@hotmail.com

MNSHQ
JKR 641, JalanKelantan,
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on
JalanMahameru)
Open: Mondays – Fridays 9 am–5:30 pm  
T: 03-2287 9422 F: 03-22878773
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my 
Membership: Leong WeeChin

BRANCH COMMITTEE 2019-2021

BRANCH COMMITTEE 2017-2019

Secretary

Vice Chair
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the
right to edit for length and content.

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and  
other interesting news. Do like the page atthis
link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’
names (max. 800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi &
no larger than 640 x 480 pixels & separately from the article), etc.
must reach the Editor by the 13th of each month (unless noted
otherwise) via the following e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com.

Advertising rates:
Classifieds : RM5 per column inch  
Quarter page ad : RM30
Half page ad : RM60

Payments:
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement  
to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:
3 adverts paid in advance – 5% off published rate;  6 
adverts paid in advance – 10% off published rate;  9 
adverts paid in advance – 15% off published rate;  12 
adverts paid in advance – 20% off published rate.

Computer Recycling Collection Centre
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a
designated recycling collection centre for old computers
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling
establishment.
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or
check out Penang Branch web pages.

http://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist
http://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist
http://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist
mailto:tapir2005@gmail.com
mailto:tapir2005@gmail.com
mailto:berniechin118@yahoo.com
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