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Four years ago, due to an unexpected turn of events at the Branch AGM, I was elected 
as Chairperson of Selangor Branch. After that, I was called for a meeting with Balu 
Perumal and Sonny Wong. They wanted the Branch to coordinate the publication of a 
bird book that would be funded by the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM). 

This came as a shock to me, as I had no knowledge or experience about the publishing 
process. However, Balu promised that there would be a lot of assistance. The book 
should be a product that the Branch could be proud of. The content would be based on 
a 3-year research project by the birding group in a rehabilitated mangrove area along 
the northern coastline of Selangor. Thankfully, Mark Ng coordinated the sourcing of the 
bird photos. Several other birders edited the content material, and many meetings took 
place. The whole process took more than a year. At last, the book entitled Birds of 
Rehabilitated Mangrove Sites in Selangor was published.

After that, as more and more environmental issues cropped up around Kuala Lumpur 
and Selangor, Balu and I worked together to present our objections. I was captivated by 
the calm and relaxed way he would put forward his concise arguments in a few 
minutes.

Balu – My Mentor
By Pasupathy Jayaraj, 

Chairperson of Selangor Branch 

Balu Perumal

http://www.mns.my/


Among the issues we worked on were:
• Bukit Cherakah - Press conference on the re-

encroachment
• Bukit Lagong – against the proposal of a mixed 

development project on unstable hilly terrain at a 
town hall meeting

• Kuala Langat (N) Peat Forest – (i) Press Conference 
against the degazettement proposal, and (ii) Town 
hall meeting in Pulau Carey.

• Kuala Lumpur Structure Plan 2040 - 4 presentations 
at DBKL

When we attended a 2-week intensive training course 
in Genting Highlands and Royal Belum, Balu surprised 
us by organising a simple durian party in the car park. 
It was quite an experience for our foreign trainers, 
Sarah Thomas from England and Teodyl Nkuintchua 
from the Republic of Congo, to try the King of Fruits. 
We still keep in touch, and they have expressed their 
sincere condolences.

My last contact with Balu was on 29 September 2020, 
when he gave me a lift home from Pulau Carey. After a 
long drive to Kuala Lumpur, we stopped at Brickfields 
for dinner, and all he wanted were noodles and a 
bottle of water!

I have lost a mentor who strongly believed that 
Selangor Branch could and should do more to 
conserve and protect the forests around us.

Rest in peace, Balu. We will do our best.

… Continued from previous page.
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I first saw Balu when I attended his 
presentation at the MENGO 
Environmental Conference in 2000. He 
was a dedicated conservationist, a 
cornerstone of MNS and my friend. I just 
saw him at the tree planting in 
conjunction with Earth Day in April 2021. 
His passing is a great loss to MNS and the 
environmental conservation community. 
May he rest in peace.

Khor Hui Min, MNS Hon. Secretary

The Global Environment Centre family 
extends our heartfelt condolences to the 
family of Balu Perumal, a pioneer of 
GEC’s (then) Forest & Biodiversity 
Programme. 

He was responsible for developing many 
great initiatives including setting up GEC's 
first Friends of Mangrove (Sahabat Hutan 
Bakau Kuala Gula) during his seven-year 
tenure at GEC. 

He was a dedicated team player, a 
passionate conservationist and most 
importantly a good soul.  

We join his beloved wife, Rami anak 
Blawan, their family and the entire 
conservation community in Malaysia to 
mourn his passing.

Rest in peace, Balu!

Management and staff of Global 
Environment Centre

We are sad and shocked to learn about 
the passing of a dear colleague, Balu 
Perumal. Balu is a force for conservation 
in Malaysia, working closely on so many 
different conservation issues across the 
country. He was a constant source of 
guidance and encouragement for our 
work on migratory waterbird 
conservation, including here at Bako 
Buntal Bay, wetlands in Sabah, etc. right 
towards the end of his career. His 
untimely passing is a huge loss to many 
of us, but his legacy in forest and wetland 
conservation in Malaysia will live on

Rose Au, Kuching Branch

The MNS Selangor Branch has lost a 
passionate and committed friend in 
nature conservation. Mr Balu Perumal 
will be forever missed but his unfinished 
work will continue. As one of MNS 
conservation officers said this morning, 
"Plant a tree in memory of Balu Perumal 
in your own way. He is after all a botanist 
at heart."

Selangor Branch

Mr Balu is the most beautiful person to 
work with. His demise is surely a great 
lost to MNS. To me this is a sad day that 
one of good friend is is lost. May his soul 
rest in peace.

Musa Musbah, Miri Branch

Deepest condolences to Balu's family 
from Kelantan branch. May his soul rest 
in peace.

Nazahatul Anis Amaludin, Kelantan 
Branch  

Deepest condolences to Balu's family 
from Johor branch. Great lost to MNS. 
May his soul rest in peace.

Abbott Chong, Johor Branch

He was the head of the Euro Birdlife 
International forest governance project 
for Malaysia in MNS Head office. We will 
surely miss a dedicated scientific officer, 
leader, mentor and educator in 
environmental conservation. He had 
approved an allocation for the Ulu Muda 
scientific expedition from that forest 
governance project. May he rest in 
peace.

Phang Fatt Khow, Kedah Branch
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Through The Eyes of A Fisherman In Kertih
Written by: Nurulqiblah Ishak 

(Internship student from Universiti Putra Malaysia at ecoCare Environmental Education Centre, Kertih, Terengganu 2021)

Kertih is one of the areas located in the district of Kemaman, Terengganu. 
Located in the coastal area, Kertih was full of swampland a long time ago. 
However, the swamp eventually dried up and became land. Fisheries 
activities were one of the primary sources of income for the locals. In the 
1920s, the villagers started to develop their cottage industry in traditional 
food such as shrimp paste, dried fish and pickles. The locals built their own 
fishing boats, and years later, the boats' sizes increased to catch fish further 
out to sea. 

Turtles used to nest at the beaches along the 225km coastline, which were 
calm and quiet before the development of Kertih. At present, Kertih has 
become quite polluted. The turtles started to decrease every year, and they 
rarely visit the beaches to nest now.

Since some of the local communities around ecoCare consist of fishermen, 
Sungai Kertih has been the source of their livelihood for centuries. We asked 
the locals whether they were experiencing issues, such as decreasing capture, 
small fish or fish with disease. Most of them said yes. The main reason was 
due to water pollution. Other than that, trawlers, climate change, and toxic 
waste from factories were also contributing factors.  In addit ion, 
encroachment from foreign fishermen also needed to be addressed.

Water Pollution

Sungai Kertih is polluted by a large dumpsite. The locals have complained 
about the smell and pollution from the dumpsite along the river for a while. 
The dumpsite was located only 200m away from ecoCare, and the staff at 
ecoCare commented that sometimes the smell could be as intense as that of 
a rotten body! The locals told us that the dumpsite had been there for 30 
years. Moreover, the dumpsite is growing bigger. The authorities such as the 
Kemaman Municipal Council (MPK) need to take action and solve this issue, 
as it can affect the health of the people in Kertih and could bring unwanted 
diseases.

Oil Pollution
Economic development and active oil and gas production in an area will 
produce a large amount of hydrocarbons, which is highly toxic to marine 
organisms. Although the toxic waste was present at sublethal levels, it 
could cause cell damage, abnormalities in embryonic development, failure 
in hatching period, anaesthesia, and narcosis to the organisms (Geiger and 
Buikmea,1982; Dange, 1986; Law and Shazili, 1995; Law, 1997). These 
effects towards marine organisms affect population growth from time to 
time. Since oil affects the development of marine organisms as early as the 
larvae stage, the population growth would decrease by half. 
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This would affect the food source and also income of the fishermen 
in Kertih. Although the effect is not instant, there could also be long-
term effects on the health of the locals.

Trawlers 
Trawlers are one of the problems faced by the fisherman in Kertih. 
Every day, fishermen could be seen driving their small boats along 
the river to catch some fish to sell or for self-consumption. Some 
even fish from the bridge by the road and along the river using 
fishing rods. When we passed by, we would ask if they had caught 
anything. Some of them said there were no fish at all, while others 
said they only caught small fish. They seldom catch bigger fish 
because the trawlers had caught the bigger fish. The locals 
complained that the trawlers were the leading cause of overfishing 
in the area.

Foreign Fisherman
The locals also experienced issues with encroachment from foreign 
fishermen, but they were not sure of where they came from. This 
was adding to the overfishing that was already happening. They 
were not supposed to catch the fish in the area because it was not 
their designated area. These foreigners might not practise proper 
fishing ethics, such as not catching baby fish and endangered 
species or contributing to overfishing. The river is essential for the 
local communities, as it is the only source of income for the 
fishermen. The local authorities need to solve these issues to help 
the locals balance out the economy in Kertih. 
 

Photo : by sydbad on flikcr
Source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/sydbad08/50258560937

The residents of Kertih need to work together to prevent water pollution, 
to be able to enjoy a bigger catch like in earlier times. The authorities, 
such as the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency, need to take action 
against the foreign fishermen as guardians of the sea.

Reference
Law, A. T., & Hii,  Y. S. (2006). Status, impacts and mitigation of 
hydrocarbon pollution in the Malaysian seas. Aquatic Ecosystem Health & 
Management, 9(2), 147-158.



6

 
The Buy Nothing Project is a movement founded by 2 mothers, Rebecca Rockefeller and Liesl Clark, in 2008, due to their growing concern about 
the environment and their children’s future in an increasingly materialistic world. 
 
It soon grew into a global network of community-based groups, often relying on Facebook, to “gift” (i.e. reuse, donate, or repurpose) goods or 
services to other members of the group. Buy Nothing Groups are usually successful because they are hyper-local. You can find local Buy Nothing 
Groups for local residents in your particular neighbourhood and district. 
 
Here are reasons why you should participate in a sharing economy, either in your local Buy Nothing group, or on another platform:
1. Too often, we foist our unwanted items on charity bins and thrift stores after decluttering. Your donations, although well-intentioned, may end 
up sitting in dusty or dirty storerooms for months and years, and new and valuable items can get mixed up with older, poorer quality items and 
end up damaged or forgotten. Also, many charities, recycling centres, and thrift stores are not able to operate during the pandemic. Some have 
stopped accepting donations as they are unable to cope. This means that your donations will not be able to be used to help others in the way 
you hope it would. 
2. Instead of indiscriminately dumping miscellaneous items from your home on a charity, it is much more satisfying to find each item a good 
home with a new owner who truly needs it. Some members of Buy Nothing groups are social media savvy but economically struggling fresh 
graduates who need used furniture for their rented rooms, young parents who need children’s clothes and baby items, administrators of welfare 
homes or organisations that would gladly accept used clothes and household items for refugees and the homeless, and amateur repairmen who 
would like to have broken electrical appliances and gadgets that they can then try to fix. Being able to match your donations with the most 
suitable recipients can be very fulfilling and can greatly assist others. 
3. Participating in a sharing economy prevents waste, helps others avoid unnecessary shopping, and stops goods from going to the landfill, 
whether you are the one “gifting” the item or the one requesting something specific. 
4. Participating in a sharing economy and in Buy Nothing groups is also a more efficient way of recycling and donating, as you may find local DIY-
ers and upcyclers who can find a use for your bubble wrap or old rags or plastic bags, and charities and volunteers who work with 
underprivileged groups who may need your preloved clothes for the homeless, plant pots to set up an urban farm for the needy, and old towels 
and rags for rescued animals. 
5. Participating in Buy Nothing groups can help you make new friends and connections and find out about events and charitable organisations in 
your town or neighbourhood. 

GREEN LIVING COLUMNPENCINTA ALAM AUGUST 2021
GREEN LIVING COLUMN
JOINING THE ‘BUY NOTHING’ MOVEMENT
By Wong Ee Lynn 
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HOW TO GET STARTED:
1. Before you set up a Buy Nothing Group, search online first for groups in your area. Chances are, there already is an existing Buy Nothing 
group that will meet your needs. Among the more active groups on Facebook are “Buy Nothing Project Klang Valley Official”, “Buy Nothing – 
Malaysia”, “Buy Nothing Project Klang Valley & PJ”, “Buy Nothing Project Seremban & Negeri Sembilan”, and “Beli Nothing Project Ipoh”. 
2. If there are no Buy Nothing groups in your city or district, consider first if you are able to handle the administrative duties of managing a 
Facebook group before you set one up. You may need to see if you have friends who are willing to be co-opted to help out as Group 
Administrators. 
3. If you do set up a Buy Nothing group, have a look at the rules of other Buy Nothing groups and use them as guidelines to prevent conflict, 
harassment, and inappropriate language or conduct. You will need to be reasonably active on Facebook in order to approve members and 
posts, deal with complaints and reports, mediate conflicts, and block or ban offenders. 
4. If you join an existing Buy Nothing Group, be sure to observe all group rules, be polite when offering and requesting for items, and use the 
group’s codes and language, for example, using hashtags like #gifting when offering items, and #ISO when seeking and requesting specific 
items. 
 
GUIDELINES TO POSTING ITEMS YOU WISH TO GIVE AWAY:
 
1. Post pictures of individual items. If you have 20 books to give away, post photos of each book, and not the picture of a box or pile of 
assorted books and the request that “one person takes all”. When you post photos of individual items, you increase the chances of your 
donations going to people who truly want and appreciate them, and your donations go out to a larger number of recipients. Consider this 
question: What kind of person would actually want a box of books or a jumble of items without looking at what they are requesting for? 
Chances are, people who agree to take everything really just want a few items in your photo, and will either dump the other items in the 
waste bin or in a forgotten part of their home. Either way, some of your donations will end up either in a landfill run by the municipal council 
or a landfill in a hoarder’s home! 
2. Be specific with measurements and conditions of the items you are giving away. You don’t have to write a thesis. “Men’s shoes, average-
good condition, leather a bit cracked, size 7” will do. You don’t have to provide a reason why you are giving it away or communicate with the 
other members any more than you are comfortable with. 
3. Specify that requestors are to collect the item from you themselves. You are not a courier, delivery, or postal service. If you go out of your 
way to deliver your donations to their new owners, you will very quickly find yourself burnt out and resentful, and the group will not be a fun 
and positive experience for you anymore. Specify if you are able to hang on to the item and wait for the recipient to collect it, say, after 
lockdown is lifted.
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1. Set clear rules for who will be your chosen recipient. You may choose to give your item to the most 
deserving and needy requestor. In that case, specify in your post that you may choose the recipient that 
you feel is the most deserving and the item will not automatically go to the first requestor. On the other 
hand, you may decide to simplify matters by offering your items to the first requestor. In that case, set 
the rule that they have to comment directly on the photo of each item, and that you will not be 
entertaining private and direct messages unless they have commented on each photo first to request 
and reserve the item. This makes it fair to the other requestors, so they can see that someone else has 
requested it first. 
2. Once you have decided on the recipient of each item, let other group members know by changing the 
caption of the photo to “GIFTED” or “RESERVED”. Some group members may then ask to be put in the 
“queue”. The first person to ask to be put in the queue will be the next person in line to receive the item 
if the original requestor changes his/her mind. 
 
KEEPING YOURSELF SAFE IN BUY NOTHING GROUPS:
1. Do not give out your phone number or any more personal information than you are comfortable with 
disclosing. If you live in an apartment complex or gated community, you can arrange to meet the 
recipient at the guardhouse instead. Alternatively, choose your workplace or a public place, e.g. a bank 
or restaurant, that is convenient to you as the meeting point. Trust your instincts – you may feel 
completely comfortable giving a senior citizen, young mother, or friend-of-a-friend your phone number 
and home address.
2. If at any point you no longer feel comfortable about giving an item to a particular recipient, for 
example, if his or her queries seem excessively personal and intrusive, you can tell them that you don’t 
wish to answer his or her questions, or you can just leave the questions unanswered and hand over the 
items without feeling obligated to make conversation or disclose personal information. If the requestor 
makes you feel so uncomfortable that you change your mind about meeting up and handing over the 
item, you can inform him or her that you have changed your mind and block him or her on your phone 
or social media. Such occurrences are very rare, but as public groups tend to attract many types of 
people, meeting weirdos is a possibility that cannot be dismissed outright. If you are harassed or if the 
requestor says or does anything inappropriate, you can report him or her to the Buy Nothing group 
admin to have him / her blocked. Take screenshots of any messages that you may be able to use to 
support your allegation of harassment or impropriety.

8Continued on next page…



2

GREEN LIVING COLUMN

9

WHAT IF I AM NOT ACTIVE ON SOCIAL MEDIA?
1. You may not feel comfortable joining public groups and meeting up with strangers, or you may prefer to 
give the items to people you know. In that case, you can create a photo album or post in your own social 
media account offering your items only to your Friends or Friends-of-Friends. You can also post them in 
your own Whatsapp groups. Unclaimed items can then be donated to a charity, sent for recycling, or 
handed over to a friend or family member who is active in Buy Nothing groups and is willing to post on 
your behalf.
2. If taking photos of each individual item, writing a caption about it, and responding to messages and 
requests seem like too much work to you, seek the help of a friend or family member who is active on 
social media and in Buy Nothing groups to take photos and create posts on your behalf. They may also 
need to handle the items on your behalf to make collection and delivery easier. Depending on the 
workload, you may want to give them a small stipend or treat them to a meal for helping you.
 
 
ALTERNATIVES TO BUY NOTHING GROUPS:
1. You may feel that you are not ready to part with an item that you paid a lot of money for. In that case, 
the alternative is to sell them on groups offering secondhand and preloved items. These include Facebook 
groups such as “Used Items For Sale – Malaysia”, “KL Second Hand”, and “Second Hand Market Malaysia”. 
Be specific and truthful on the condition of the item so that buyers know if they are getting a good price 
for the item you are offering.
2. An alternative to buying and selling is to rent items, especially if you have big ticket items that you use 
infrequently, such as power washers and party costumes. You may need to request the personal 
information of the person renting from you and a cash deposit in case of loss or damage. This enables you 
to get a return on investment on expensive items, rent from others items that you use infrequently, avoid 
unnecessary shopping, and prevent the wastage of resources. Local rental groups (note: NOT property 
rental) include “Rent Something KL”. 
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17th July 2021 – The Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch (MNSSB) successfully 
conducted its first fully virtual Annual General Meeting (AGM) through Zoom Meeting with 31 
voting members, including Members of the Branch Committee, and one observer Sashikala 
from MNS Secretariat. With quorum reached, emcee Wong Ee Lynn called the meeting to 
order at 10:11am. 
 
After the minutes of the 2020 AGM were approved, Branch Chairperson Pasupathy Jayaraj 
presented her Annual Report 2021. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, there were not many 
activities organised by the nine Special Interest Groups. The Photo Group launched its 
Naturegrapher (YouTube) Channel to continue educating the public of the importance of 
protecting and conserving Nature. The Selangor Branch also subscribed to a Zoom package 
for Branch and SIGs for online meetings, discussions and activities. 
 
For the first time, MNSSB especially the Nature Guides was not involved in Raptor Watch 
this year because it was a day-long virtual presentation. 
 
However, MNSSB was involved in the K.L. Structure Plan 2040; the Kuala Langat (N) Peat 
Forest; the formation of Coalition-Forests Selangor; Batu Caves Scientific Expedition 2020, 
Tapir Talks, Nature Heroes (with Negeri Sembilan and Malacca Branches); Bukit Cherakah & 
Shah Alam Community Forest (as a supporter); and a forum organised by PEKA to protect 
natural resources. 
 
Branch Treasurer Bernadette Chin presented to members information on the upcoming MNS 
Constitution Review 2020/2021. Members were advised to look out for either an e-mail 
invitation or postal ballot from MNS Secretariat to vote on the 92 amendments from Aug 14th 
2021 onwards. 
 
The MNSSB Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 May 2021 was presented and adopted, 
followed by the election of office-bearers for the term 2021-2023.
 
MNSSB would like to thank the outgoing Chin Siew Khim and Leow Yeok Bee for their 
services as the internal auditors and the outgoing committee members of 2019/2021. 
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MNS Selangor Branch Holds First Fully Virtual AGM 
 
The newly elected Selangor Branch Committee 2021/2023 are: 
 
Chairperson: Pasupathy Jayaraj
Vice Chairperson: Wong Ee Lynn
Treasurer: Bernadette Chin 
Secretary: Grace Chin 
Assistant Secretary: Constance Teo
Committee Members: 
1. Dr Vince Teo Eng Wah
2. Leong Hon Yuen 
3. Cheong Kuok Sum
4. Jonson Chong
 
and the newly appointed Internal Auditors 2021/2022 are:
1. Chin Siew Khim
2. George Ng
 
The Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, and Branch Treasurer 
responded to Members’s questions which had been submitted 
before the AGM. 
 
Following Registrar of Society and MNS Secretariat meeting 
guidelines, a group photo stretching across three screens was 
taken after the Chairperson’s Annual Report and again after the 
election of office-bearers.  
 
MNSSB Chairperson expressed her deepest appreciation and 
thanks to all the committee members, SIG coordinators and 
their commitees as well as all the Selangor Branch members for 
their support and assistance. The meeting was adjourned at 
12:47pm.
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20% Off on All Glasses 
and Sunglasses

Dear Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) 
members,

We are pleased to announce that MNS is 
collaborating with Pott Glasses, a local 
eyewear retail store with 4 branches in the 
Klang Valley. They emphasise very much on 
optical styling, professional and great 
customer service.

With the collaboration, every member can 
get 20% off for all glasses and sunglasses.️
This benefit can be extended to family 
members. Enjoy this privilege from 1st 
August 2021 to 31st July 2022.

Free services are provided: eye test (if this 
is allowed under MCO SOP), optical styling, 
consultation and maintenance (polishing, 
cleaning, changing nose pads).

Terms and Conditions

Members must present a valid MNS membership card to enjoy the privilege. 
Applicable to all Pott Glasses branches.
Applicable for prescription glasses and sunglasses purchase.
Not valid to be combined with other offers or existing in-house promotions.

Questions: Drop an email to A.Manager@mns.org.my or feel free to WhatsApp the person in charge from Pott Glasses, 017-8240949 – Sally Tan.



ECO 
KIDS

Firstly, what are terrapins?

A terrapin is a freshwater turtle that lives in fresh 
or brackish (brackish is a mix between freshwater 
and seawater, like in estuaries) water. A terrapin’s 
shell is in between a tortoise and a turtle. A tortoise 
shell is high and domed, and a turtle's shell is flatter 
and sleek, a terrapin’s shell is somewhere in between. 
Another way to differentiate a terrapin is by its legs, 
a terrapin does not have flippers unlike turtles, but 
rather, legs similar to tortoises. Terrapins are usually 
found in rivers, ponds and lakes. 

Here are a few more facts about terrapins:

●Terrapins can live up to thirty years old

●Terrapins are ectothermic, meaning they are cold-
blooded animals. They depend on the environment to 
keep their body warm. 

●Female terrapins lay their eggs by digging holes in 
the sand 10-15 centimeters deep, urinating in the 
hole, then laying their eggs.

●The name terrapin comes from the word torope, a 
word in an Algonquian language. 16

By Ng Zhang Hui

Continued on next page…

Terrapins: What Are They & How Can We Help?
ECO KIDS COLUMN
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How we can help
You can donate to Turtle Conservation Society, by 
clicking on this link:  
https://www.turtleconservationsociety.org.my/donate/ 
Or support them by purchasing their merchandise: 
https://www.turtleconservationsociety.org.my/shop/ 
 
 If you can’t decide which item to purchase, here is 
what I recommend:

1. Terrapin Batik
I sewed the batik into a singlet that can be 
attached to a matching pair of shorts or a matching 
skirt to create a romper or a dress. I did this by 
sewing ribbons and loops on the clothing so that 
they can be attached without opening when I move 
about. All three pieces of clothing can be worn 
separately or together. 
 
If you would like to try sewing the same outfit using 
the batik cloth, here are the youtube videos I used:
 
The top (this is a summer dress video, just follow 
t h e  t u t o r i a l  f o r  t h e  t o p ) : 
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = -
it4tHbEmfE&t=262s
P a i r  o f  s h o r t s : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw0y9N3f47U&
t=53s
S k i r t : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFpB9yS12PU

ECO KIDS COLUMN

https://www.turtleconservationsociety.org.my/donate/
https://www.turtleconservationsociety.org.my/shop/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-it4tHbEmfE&t=262s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw0y9N3f47U&t=53s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFpB9yS12PU
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2. Scrunchie

3. 3-D Paint-It-
Yourself Turtles
This was a fun project 
for my sibling and I to 
do. Do make sure that 
you have someplace to 
decorate them before 
you buy it!

1. Terrapin Batik
ECO KIDS COLUMN



3.0 Nature Hero Talks
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It is said that a journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step. 
Dare to begin!

Imagine a group of leading experts in their respective fields focused on 
sharing quality, relevant and correct information to the audience, 
teenagers and students from 13 - 17 years old on a regular bi weekly 
basis. 

Imagine the eager listeners listening earnestly to the information 
which are fact based, heart gripping, and having hands-on activities to 
do after the session to drive home the key messages.

Imagine engaging quizzes asked and happening synchronously while 
their pertinent questions are being answered by the panelists / 
speakers/ experts. 

Imagine bridging the UNSDG goals of land below and above water to 
environmental education via the biggest non-profit organization, 
MNS!!!

Imagine no more! 

This has been happening since 2020, right smack during the MCO, 
eMCO and now through the Nature Heroes Talk  (NHT) series. On June 
12 2021, the theme was UNSDG Life on land and below water. This was 
after we took a “bird nap” from the feathered friends series. In that 
feathered friends series, viewers and participants were enthralled by 
birding experts from across the peninsular right up to East Malaysia. In 
that series, we also saw speakers from Singapore and MNS branches 
sharing their knowledge and expertise on bird watching sites, flyways, 
birds that have their habitats in the shorelines, and coming face to face 
with our annual raptor visitors!. 
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The brains 
 
We are the MNS Melaka Negeri Sembilan/ Melaka (MNSN9M) team! 
 
The mouth - Our story tellers
 
The NHT environment education team consists of leading scientists, researchers 
and experts in the said field. The list of who’s who have been invited to speak 
on this platform. Talks for 30-35 minutes on various topics of the flora and 
fauna are delivered, after which quizzes with sponsored gifts were given. E-
certificates were automatically emailed to the participants who joined the quiz.
 
The heart and limbs 
 
VOLUNTEERS are the who and what that has made it happen. From meetings 
prior, sending out invitations to potential speakers, hosting, handling the 
questions posed in the zoom and facebook, translation work, video editing, 
graphic editing for certificates and posters, promotion of the APP and 
promotion of events and writing contents for publicity, truly this is a program 
for the people, by the people. Volunteers are always welcomed. To volunteer, 
contact us at the numbers below.
 
The cost 
 
RM0.00 
 
The Technology 
 
eco-partners.online
 
Needless to say, participants boomed and a more efficient way to introduce 
and manage the talks had to be done. Much thinking and tweaking were 
hurriedly put in place. We invested our own time to create a Super APP called 
eco-partners.online to ease registering every session, keeping the timetable of 
talks in one place and implementing the rewards point system and automatic 
issuing of certificates to encourage greater number of participations and 
volunteers.

The online presence
 
It brings everyone closer on one platform from all corners of the 
world. Find us, subscribe, like and share. Even better, come and 
volunteer.
 
1.facebook https://www.facebook.com/mnsn9mka/
2.twitter  https://twitter.com/n9melaka
3.instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/mnsn9melaka/
4 . Y o u t u b e :  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy1bPfvplWAVgKdlXPp0c7w
5.Website:  https://www.mns.my/n-sembilanmelaka/
6.APP: https://eco-partners.online/

… Continued from previous page.

https://www.facebook.com/mnsn9mka/
https://twitter.com/n9melaka
https://www.instagram.com/mnsn9melaka/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy1bPfvplWAVgKdlXPp0c7w
https://www.mns.my/n-sembilanmelaka/
https://eco-partners.online/
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The DREAM and GOAL
 
As with all dreams, it begins with a seed of the purest intentions and guided by proper cultivation. 
 
The NHT program provide participants -
· A basic understanding of the Environment at Highschool level
· An encouraging nudge to take up the science stream, in particular conservation & environmental courses
· And we hope it will be adopted as a standard for environmental education nation-wide so that we can be a developed 
country living and cooperating with nature.
 
With this dream, we would have more researchers, scientists, nature guides for our forests, birds and beaches in a few 
years time.
 
The ULTIMATE goal is to have our very own weekly or even daily talk show where it will be D’place to have your 
questions on the environment answered. 
Your quest for knowledge fulfilled. 
  
Contact us – Dare to begin and come along with us and make it happen! 
 
To vo lunteer  as organiz ing commit tee,  host  or  speaker  and to  donate ,  k ind ly  emai l  Vuthy Ta ing a t 
mns.n9melaka@gmail.com or WhatsApp to 016 3486345.
 
 
Upcoming talks
The upcoming talks are every two weeks from 12 June to 13th November 2021. Like our facebook page (facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/mnsn9mka/) to get reminders and register with https://eco-partners.online/ to join the talks. 
Archive of all the talks can be found on our Youtube channel. We look forward to seeing you!
 
Written by: Ee Swee Neo and Vuthy Taing

mailto:mns.n9melaka@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/mnsn9mka/
https://eco-partners.online/


THE 
JOY 
OF 

SHARING
�����  ���  ���  �
������� �� ���
You’ve already discovered the 
b e n e f i t s  o f  b e i n g  a n  M N S 
Member? So why not spread 
the word and refer a friend to 
MNS? There are rewards for 
m e m b e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s 
campaign for  ex ist ing  MNS 
members who introduce the 
most new members.

������� ������ - 

➊  1st June 2021 - 31st August 2021                         (Winner Announcement - 1st September 2021)
➋  1st September 2021 - 30th November 2021      (Winner Announcement - 1st December 2021)
➌  1st December 2021 - 28th February 2022           (Winner Announcement - 1st March 2022)
➍  1st March 2022 - 31st May 2022                           (Winner Announcement - 1st June 2022)

��� �������
The top three Eligible Introducers 
who have referred the highest 
number of new members will be 
rewarded with gifts sponsored by 
Corak Rentak Sdn Bhd (The 
manufacturer for BMY HONEY and 
DEIRA Kelutut Honey).

*Terms and Conditions Apply.
Continued on next page… 22



��� ���� ��� ������-���-������ ��������� ����?

1. To participate in this campaign, the MNS Member (to be known as the “Eligible Introducer”) needs to invite their friends / family 
members / relatives to sign up for MNS Membership by visiting the MNS website https://www.mns.my/join-us/
2. The MNS Member needs to remind the new member to fill up “Were you referred by MNS Member?” column with the Eligible 
Introducer’s full name.
3. The Eligible Introducer cannot refer themselves under this campaign.
4. The Eligible Introducer must successfully refer a minimum of FIVE (5) new members in a “Contest Period” to qualify for a Reward.
5. In each Contest Period, the three Eligible Introducers who have successfully referred the highest number of new members will be 
chosen as the winners. That is, there will be a total of twelve (12) winners over the campaign period.

Member-Get-Member Campaign 2021

… Continued from previous page.
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Kuala Selangor Nature Park, a public park managed by 
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS), has been affected by 
the reimplementation of Conditional Movement Control 
Order (CMCO). All services and facilities are currently 
suspended - no walk-in visitors, activities nor overnight 
sleeps are allowed during this period. We strive to ensure 
the health and safety of our visitors, employees and 
volunteers.
The establishment of the park is one of MNS’s effort to 
ensure overall balance between ecosystem, safety, 
livelihood and food chain (seafood supply for humans and 
animals alike).
As we are continuously forced to remain closed, we still 
never cease to work towards the productivity, safety, 
conservation and improvement of the park. Therefore, 
we seek your sincere thoughts to help us in maintaining 
our flora and fauna through the following activities:
“Donate & Stay” - once the CMCO is lifted, you are 
entitled for an overnight stay and free activities (Upon 
bookings and availability up until end of December 2021).
“Do the Deed” – we will plant the trees on your behalf. 
Your contribution matters and we appreciate your 
generosity. You may visit our webpage or follow us 
through our FB and IG page for more information.

DONATE ‘N’ STAY 
at Kuala Selangor Nature Park
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JOHOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNat
ureSocietyJohor/
Chair Abbott Chong Ching Hua  

abbott_chong@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Dr Sivapragash Periannan

sivadut@gmail.com
Secretary Belinda Wong Mei Lang

belinda1955@hotmail.com

KEDAH BRANCH
110 Japan Mawar 7, Taman Desa 
05050 Alor Setar Kedah

Chair Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin  Yaacob    
husaya@gmail.com

Vice Chair  Mohamad Yani Madewnus
madew75@gmail.com

Secretary   Phang Fatt Khow
fkphang@gmail.com

KELANTAN BRANCH
203, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota  
Bharu, Kelantan. 
Chair Nazahatul Anis Amaludin  

anisamaludin@gmail.com
Vice Chair Che Azman B Nawi

cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com
Secretary   Wong Mei Lin

meklawa@gmail.com

LANGKAWI BRANCH
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Chair Dato’ Alexander Issac

alex@tropicalcharters.com.my
Vice Chair  Aminuddin Mohammd

aminkuat@hotmail.com
Secretary    Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel
                     daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH

Chair

Secretary

Vuthy Taing  
vuthy55@yahoo.com

Vice Chair  Lim Ming Hui
limmel05@yahoo.com  
Lee Learn Ping
llping8@yahoo.com.sg

PAHANG BRANCH
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg
Chair

Vice
Chair

Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar  
versed_anggerik@yahoo.com  
Bong Sze Wai  
helenbongsw@gmail.com

Secretary Chow Mee Foong
chowmeefoong@gmail.com

PENANG BRANCH
Nature Information Centre (NIC),  
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 10350  
Penang. Tel: 013-4537992
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call  
before visiting)  
mnspenang@yahoo.com
Chair Tan Choo Eng

chooengtan@yahoo.com
Vice Chair  Mohd Abdul Muin B Md Akil 

mamuin@gmail.com
Secretary   Beryl Nolan

nolanberyl@gmail.com

DIRECTORY
PERAK BRANCH
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden  
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak  
mnsperak@gmail.com
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com
Chair Leow Kon Fah  

leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Zaharil Dzulkafly

zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com
Secretary Georgia Tham Yim Fong

georgi8tham@yahoo.com

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH
Chair Anna Wong

annawg888@gmail.com
Vice Chair Jimmy Omar

jemyomar@gmail.com
Secretary   Lawrence Alan Anak Bansa

alanbez89@gmail.com

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH
mnskuching@gmail.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Rose Au Nyat Jun  
anyatjun@yahoo.com  
Batrisyia Teepol
batrisyiatpl@gmail.com
Hilda Jelembai
hildajelembai.hj@gmail.com

SELANGOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangorbr  
anch
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com
Chair Pasupathy Jayaraj  

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com

wongeelynn@yahoo.com
Secretary Grace Chin Haw Yiing

gracehychin@gmail.com

TERENGGANU BRANCH
Chair Wong Chee Ho  

cheeho04@yahoo.com
Vice Chair   Izwandy B Idris 
                     izwandy.idris@umt.edu.my
Secretary     James Tan Chun Hong

               chtan.james@gmail.com

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH
Chair Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi

hattasawabi@gmail.com
Vice-Chair Ooi Chin Hock

ooichinhock@gmail.com
Secretary Chong Ket Vui Dusun

dusun_chong@yahoo.com
SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH
mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: http://mnsmiri.blogspot.com
Chair Ernyza Endot 

ernyza_endot@yahoo.co.uk
Vice Chair Musa Musbah
                   sammua@yahoo.com

MNS HQ
JKR641, JalanKelantan,
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur  
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on  
Jalan Mahameru)
Open: Mondays – Fridays 9 am–5:30 pm  
T: 03-2287 9422 F: 03-22878773
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my  
Membership: Leong WeeChin

BRANCHCOMMITTEE 2021-2023

BRANCHCOMMITTEE 2017-2019

Secretary  Achmed Azizie B Marzuki
achmedazizie@hotmail.com

Vice Chair Wong Ee Lynn
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made  
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors  
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the  
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the  
right to edit for length and content.

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and  
other interesting news. Do like the page at this
link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’ 
names (max.  800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi & 
no larger than 640 x  480 pixels & separately from the article), etc. 
must reach the Editor by the 13th of each month (unless noted 
otherwise) via the following e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com.

Advertising rates:
Classifieds : RM5 per column inch  
Quarter page ad : RM30
Half page ad : RM60

Payments:
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement  
to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:
3 adverts paid in advance – 5% off published rate;  6 
adverts paid in advance – 10% off published rate;  9 
adverts paid in advance – 15% off published rate;  12 
adverts paid in advance – 20% off published rate.

Computer Recycling Collection Centre
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a  
designated recycling collection centre for old computers  
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the  
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling  
establishment.
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or  
check out Penang Branch web pages.

Editors for this issue: Amanda Ng & Khor Hui Min
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