
1

OCTOBER 2021www.mns.my

PENCINTA ALAM
NEWSLETTER OF THE MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY

Kuala Selangor Nature Park and Malaysian Nature Society
will organize a program called Festival of Wings 2021 in
conjunction with the World Migratory Bird Day on 9th October.

Festival of Wings or known as Pesta Sayap is a unique
community carnival that takes place in the Kuala Selangor
Nature Park that is organized annually by the Malaysian
Nature Society with the support of the Kuala Selangor City
Council (MPKS) and Selangor State Government to celebrate
the biodiversity at Kuala Selangor which includes the
migratory and resident birds that flock around Kuala Selangor
during the migration season, the world-famous synchronous
fireflies and the beautiful mangrove forests.

This year's theme "Sing, Fly, Soar - Like A Bird!" focuses on
the phenomena of "bird song" and "bird flight" as a way to
inspire and connect people of all ages around the world in
their shared desire to protect and celebrate migratory birds.
The day also serves as a reminder that migratory birds are in
a serious decline, and need international action to ensure
their survival.

Festival of Wings 2021

Continued on next page…
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Therefore, Pesta Sayap organized a series of activities for
school students, university students, and the public to
participate in to raise awareness of the importance of birds,
fireflies, and mangroves in Kuala Selangor, as well as sharing
collected data regarding local and migratory birds as selected
sites at Kuala Selangor and its surrounding areas.

LIST OF EVENTS IN FESTIVAL OF WINGS 2021:

1. Virtual Talk FOW 2021
2. Kahoot Competition
3. Traditional Art Competition
4. Digital Art Competition
5. Photography Competition
6. TikTok Competition

To participate in any of the events, click the link:
https://linktr.ee/KualaSelangorNaturePark

IMPORTANT DATES:

Virtual Talk Festival of Wings 2021
Registration : 14th September 2021 - 1st October 2021
Date : 16th October 2021
Time : 1:30 PM - 3:30 PM
Venue : Zoom Cloud Meetings
Registration Link : https://forms.gle/2tWMeSVgu6XCLGfu8
Language : Bilingual (English and Malay Language)

Kahoot Competition
Competition Registration : 14th September 2021 - 10th
October 2021
Date : 16th October 2021
Time : 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Venue : Zoom Cloud Meetings
Meeting Link
Selection of Winners : 16th October 2021
Winner's Announcement : 16th October 2021

Digital Art Competition, Traditional Art Competition,
Photography Competition, TikTok Competition

Competition Registration: 14th September 2021 - 10th
October 2021
Artwork Submission: 14th September 2021 - 10th October
2021
Selection of Winners: 10th October 2021 - 15th October 2021
Winner's Announcement : 16th October 2021

QUALIFICATION TO JOIN THE COMPETITION

1. Participants must read and understand the rules and
regulations form that is provided at the link below:
I. English language :
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vJuPloRpZvcGKSZWZLNRx-
pPgjDxeu_S/view?usp=sharing
II. Malay language :
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yKrDvqxzBh-
wZetkkY5LDjhr3Id3QdAi/view?usp=sharing

… Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page…
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2. The entry rules, criteria for participating, artwork
requirement, and evaluation of each competition (Kahoot,
Traditional Art, Digital Art, Photography, TikTok) are
thoroughly guided in the rules and regulation form given.
3. The participant for each competition must submit their
entry as guided in the Rules and Regulations form.
4. Prizes for each competition are listed in rules and
regulation form.

Feel free to donate to the Malaysian Nature Society and play
your part to save endangered species and their habitats and
support our future program.

Account No. : 012138304679
Bank : Maybank
Name : Malaysian Nature Society
Ref : pesta sayap
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MVdl_aP3qZ7FB-
IbmTJadxvswRBxwhqE/view?usp=sharing

For more inquiries regarding the virtual talk, the competition
and the donation contact us through Kuala Selangor Nature
Park office number (+60332892294) or email at
pestasayap102021@gmail.com.

Please Like our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/Kuala-Selangor-Nature-Park-
106115922754691) and follow our Instagram page
(https://www.instagram.com/kualaselangornaturepark/) to
stay tuned on our next event!

… Continued from previous page.
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF DIGITAL PAYMENT TRANSACTIONS
By Wong Ee Lynn 

We all appreciate the convenience of cashless payments: no need to
wonder if you have enough change, or to look for an ATM or bank.
Cashless payments are quick, efficient, and effortless. Yet, there is one
thing they are not: good for the environment. First believed to be eco-
friendly, the death of cash could in fact lead to increased carbon
emissions, with digital transactions relying heavily on a polluting
industry. Indeed, cashless payment solutions require both the
production of electronic devices and the use of data centres and
communication networks, and these industries are among the worst
for our planet.

Let’s focus on data centres and communication networks. They allow
the traffic of data as well as their storage. When you use an electronic
device to pay, the information will be processed by these centres and
then stored for a long period of time. These centres are particularly
polluting due to the energy they consume to function: their power
and cooling systems run 24/7.

In 2016, data centres worldwide used 3% of the global electricity
production – over 40% of what England consumed. US data centres
use more than 90 billion kilowatt-hours of electricity a year, requiring
roughly 34 giant (500-megawatt) coal-powered plants. Global data
centres used roughly 416 terawatts (4.16 x 1014 watts) (or about 3%
of the total electricity) in 2017. With data traffic continuously
increasing, data centres will double their electricity consumption
every 4 years – meaning we’ll have to build new power plant at a rate
we cannot keep. Moreover, more than 80% of the energy we use still
comes from fossil fuels (coal, oil, gas). Despite efforts to reduce our
footprint on the environment and develop renewable energy, a surge
in energy demand means we will not be able to decrease our
RM

1. consumption of fossil fuels, and in the next 20 years, fossil fuels
will still account for 77% of the global energy production.

2. Much of the electricity on Earth is produced by coal-fired power
plants. Their share is particularly high in China, which in 2017
accounted for 72% of bitcoin production. The government even
had to start ousting miners from the country.

3. Bitcoin, the most popular and influential cryptocurrency, is
extremely environmentally unfriendly. In the summer of 2018, 934
kW/h of energy were needed to service one transaction in
Bitcoins. And the carbon footprint of the cryptocurrency is 17.7
million tons of carbon dioxide.

4. A recent study found that by 2025, the communication industry
(data centres, communication networks, and the manufacturing of
communication devices) will emit more carbon emissions than any
country except the US, China and India. As long as data centres
rely on polluting supplies of energy, paying with digital
transactions means increasing our carbon footprint.

5. Although digital payment companies are trying to find a way to
compensate for their carbon footprint – Google, for instance, is
buying renewable energy credits to make up for its carbon
emissions – it is questionable whether such measures really
mitigate the impact of the increasing use of digital payments on
the natural world. Having energy efficient data centres or finding
ways to cut the carbon emissions of electronic transactions and
electronic storage should be the priorities of corporations.

Continued on next page…

GREEN LIVING COLUMN
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GREEN LIVING COLUMN… Continued from previous page.

6. Cash, on the other hand, is transmitted from one person to
another without processing data and storing it. Their carbon
footprint is therefore negligible, and limited to the carbon
emissions created upon their production and distribution.

7. So the next time you pay for something you bought, think twice
about the currency – material or digital – you will use. Though
cash is not perfect, it remains the greener option when it comes to
transactions. Using cash can also be a lever to ensure the digital
payment industry works toward preserving the environment by
developing new solutions for their technology to pollute less.

Edited and compiled by Wong Ee Lynn wongeelynn@yahoo.com

Sources:
1. https://www.cashless-economy.com/The-ecological-impact-of-

the-disappearance-of-cash_a88.html
2. https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2017/12/15/wh

y-energy-is-a-big-and-rapidly-growing-problem-for-data-
centers/?sh=1b7866eb5a30

3. https://www.greenjournal.co.uk/2019/02/ecology-the-carbon-
footprint-of-the-new-means-of-payment/s

4. https://www.environment.co.za/environmental-issues/ecology-
the-environmental-cost-of-digital-payment-means-and-bank-
transfers.html
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ECO KIDS
By Ng Zhang Hui

Interview with…?

ECO KIDS COLUMN

8Continued on next page…
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ECO KIDS COLUMN
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ECO KIDS COLUMN
1. At what age did you start volunteering at green living?

I started at around 12-13 if I recall correctly!

2. What are your favourite ways to incorporate green living in your
everyday life?

Little things like saving water, refusing single use items and
composting food waste.

3. What do you recommend when someone first purchases an eco-
friendly product?

Consider if the product is absolutely necessary and is either easily
biodegradable or fairly sustainable.

4. What do you find most important when it comes to the
environment?

Water pollution and availability.

5. What would you say to other children who want to live a
sustainable lifestyle?

Every little action counts! Do your best and bit by bit everyday!

… Continued from previous page.
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The SS3 Creative Hub & Community Toy Library is a non-
governmental charitable organisation set up for the benefit of
families, children, and NGOs. It is located in a child- and family-
friendly bungalow with indoor and outdoor play spaces and a
garden in which families can learn to grow edible plants and
native pollinator plants. The Toy Library accepts donations of
toys, games, children’s furniture (bookcases, tables, and chairs)
and children’s books, and thus this stops resources from being
discarded or landfilled.

For this Visit-and-Volunteer Session, we welcome both
volunteers to participate in in-person activities on the day itself,
and volunteers who can help us grow vegetables and young
plants to be transplanted into the garden and/or who can
collect, clean, and sort preloved toys and children’s books to be
donated to the Toy Library.

Open to both MNS members and non-members. We will be
accepting only 15 volunteers on the day itself in order to comply
with Covid-19 SOPs. Volunteers are required to keep their face
masks on and check in using the MySejahtera app. Volunteers
will work in small, physically-distanced teams in different parts
of the building and garden. Continued on next page…

Date: Saturday, 6th November 2021.
Time: 10 a.m. – 1.00 p.m.
Location: SS3 Creative Hub & Community Toy Library, 2
Jalan SS3/52, 47300 Petaling Jaya. (Directions and more
information here: https://www.facebook.com/SS3-
Creative-Hub-Community-Toy-Library-
108718867593237)

No participation cost, but volunteers are encouraged to
bring a light refreshment to share with other volunteers.
Those bringing plants are encouraged to bring their own
spades, gardening gloves, and gardening tools.

GREEN LIVING ACTIVITY ANNOUNCEMENT

VISIT-AND-VOLUNTEER SESSION AT THE SS3 PJ CREATIVE HUB AND COMMUNITY TOY 
LIBRARY
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Itinerary:
10 a.m. – Briefing, meeting the Founder and other volunteers
of the Hub, tour of the Hub.

10.30 a.m. – Division of duties. The Toy and Book cleaning /
repair / sorting teams will work indoors. The gardening team
will work outdoors.

12.30 p.m. – Tidy up and regroup. Light refreshments will be
served. Volunteers who wish to return to help with specific
tasks can sign up with the Hub’s volunteer coordinator.

GREEN LIVING ACTIVITY ANNOUNCEMENT

VISIT-AND-VOLUNTEER SESSION AT THE SS3 PJ CREATIVE HUB AND COMMUNITY TOY 
LIBRARY

To sign up as a volunteer, please email Ee Lynn at
wongeelynn@yahoo.com and let us know:
• Your name
• Email address/phone number
• Whether you will be volunteering in person, and if so, all
the names of the volunteers who will be joining you.
• If you will be contributing toys/books/furniture/plants. If
you are unable to participate on the day itself, we will
make arrangements to pick up the plants and other
contributions from you. Plants should ideally be already
alive and growing and not merely seeds. Donations of
potted plants are accepted. Please ensure all toys are
unbroken, intact, and clean. Games and puzzles should
have no missing pieces. Furniture should be in good repair.
Books should not be torn or badly scribbled on. Used
colouring books, activity books, notebooks, exercise books,
school textbooks, scrapbooks, and damaged art/writing
supplies will not be accepted.
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We PLANT 4U

Mangrove eco-system is well known for its ability to
absorb more carbon dioxide. With 10 acres of land
at Kuala Selangor Nature Park (KSNP), more than
40,000 mangroves can be planted. This initiative
would GREATLY help in reducing carbon emissions!

Contribution amount:
- Adult: RM40 per sapling
- Student: RM25 per sapling

How can you be part of this?
- Bank in to Malaysian Nature Society (Maybank

012138304679, Remark: P4U)
- Do WhatsApp 016-3486345 to collect your tax

deductible receipts. ( https://wa.link/6yjp3i )

Note:
1. Signage in your name, organisation or individual,
will be erected for contributions of minimum 100
saplings.
2. Tax deductible receipts can be given for company
(RM1000) and individuals (RM200).

What are you waiting for? Lets take action 
TOGETHER!

https://wa.link/6yjp3i
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Kuala Selangor Nature Park, a public park managed by
Malaysian Nature Society (MNS), has been affected by the
reimplementation of Conditional Movement Control Order
(CMCO). All services and facilities are currently suspended -
no walk-in visitors, activities nor overnight sleeps are
allowed during this period. We strive to ensure the health
and safety of our visitors, employees and volunteers.
The establishment of the park is one of MNS’s effort to
ensure overall balance between ecosystem, safety, livelihood
and food chain (seafood supply for humans and animals
alike).
As we are continuously forced to remain closed, we still
never cease to work towards the productivity, safety,
conservation and improvement of the park. Therefore, we
seek your sincere thoughts to help us in maintaining our
flora and fauna through the following activities:
“Donate & Stay” - once the CMCO is lifted, you are entitled
for an overnight stay and free activities (Upon bookings and
availability up until end of December 2021).
“Do the Deed” – we will plant the trees on your behalf.
Your contribution matters and we appreciate your
generosity. You may visit our webpage or follow us through
our FB and IG page for more information.

DONATE ‘N’ STAY
at Kuala Selangor Nature Park
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News Articles mentioning Malaysian Nature Society

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/589927

Kuala Langat forest development an affront to existing policies, says NGO
Published:  Sep 4, 2021 1:54 PM⋅Updated: 1:54 PM

19

The de-gazettement of the Kuala Langat North
Forest Reserve (KLNFR) has violated multiple
existing policies and fails to recognise the land
as an Environmental Sensitive Area (ESA) Rank
1, according to the Malaysian Nature Society
(MNS).

“The Selangor state government has not
provided adequate justifications showing the
proposed replacement land (used for mixed-
development purposes) has the same
ecological value and share the same ecological
importance as compared to KLNFR.

“It is also not in line with the National Action
Plan for Peatlands (2011-2020) and the Third
National Physical Plan (NPP-3) that peatland
has been recognised as Environmental
Sensitive Area (ESA) Rank 1 that any
developments are prohibited.

“Peatlands have been widely recognised to
play important roles as carbon sinks and
prevent risks to disasters,” MNS said in a
statement today.

According to the Department of Environment
(DOE), ESAs are meant to be integrated in the
planning and management of land use and

natural resources to ensure sustainable
development.

No development, agriculture or logging is
permitted at ESA Rank 1 areas except for low-
impact nature tourism, research and
education.

Project proponents are also advised to not
select sites located in or adjacent to ESAs, as
defined in the 2005 National Physical Plan.

The MNS claimed that the de-gazettement also
violates the National Policy on Biological
Diversity which ensures the protection and
conservation of rare, endangered and
threatened species in ESA areas.

“KLNFR is also critical to the culture and
tradition of the Temuan Orang Asli that has
been residing in the area for hundreds of years.

“With that, the de-gazettement will cause a
negative impact on wildlife, environment and
people.

“Not forgetting Malaysia’s commitment in
reducing carbon emission under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change,” they said.

On Aug 30, Selangor executive councillor Hee
Loy Sian stunned the state assembly when he
said 536.7ha of the Kuala Langat (North) Forest
Reserve had been de-gazetted three months
ago.

The state government has since come under
fire for the delayed announcement, a lack of
transparency, and for going ahead with the de-
gazettement despite widespread objections.

After facing criticism from environmental
groups, civil society, and lawmakers, Selangor
MB Amirudin Shari supposedly said he would
postpone the de-gazettement process until the
air was cleared. Malaysiakini has yet to obtain
confirmation from his office about this.

The Kuala Langat (North) Forest Reserve is a
peat swamp forest recognised as the habitat
for the Malayan sun bear, Langat red fighting
fish, the Selangor pygmy flying squirrel and
meranti trees.

It is also a source of livelihood and food for the
surrounding Temuan Orang Asli.

Continued on next page…

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/589927
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News Articles mentioning Malaysian Nature Society
Cut, Carved, and Cleared: When Big Forests Go

Author: Yao-Hua Law

20

The Jemaluang and Tenggaroh forest reserves
once blanketed the northeastern coast of Johor.
Side by side, the reserves stretched 25 km long
and 11 km wide. This year, the Jemaluang
reserve would have been 98 years old, and
Tenggaroh 70.

But six years ago, in December 2014, both forest
reserves were excised, or degazetted, by the
Johor state government. At 15,011 hectares, this
is the largest one-time excision of forest reserves
in Peninsular Malaysia since 2000.

The 2014 excision followed an earlier excision
two years ago of 2,619 ha from Tenggaroh. This
means that Jemaluang and Tenggaroh had lost a
total of 17,630 ha of forest reserves.

How big were the reserves really?

Some of the land was taken into private
ownership. An undisclosed size is owned by the
monarch of the state, Sultan Ibrahim Sultan
Iskandar.

About 21% of the forests has been cleared for oil
palm estates and a gold mine – all on land owned
by Sultan Ibrahim.

Last year, Macaranga featured one of these
forests – Jemaluang – in our Forest Files stories

to illustrate how top-down decisions to excise
and clear forest reserves could hurt the interests
of local communities.

Jemaluang residents had been suffering
economically from roaming elephants living in
the adjacent forests, parts of which had been
cleared. They had hoped that the government
would rein in deforestation.

But a year since our visit, more of this forest and
the adjacent Tenggaroh forest is expected to go.
There are at least three proposed projects to
convert another 24% of the forests into
plantations and mines.

One by one, these projects will carve up and
clear one of the last remaining intact coastal
rainforests in Peninsular Malaysia. What has
been the impact? If there were gains, who has
reaped them?

A century of reserves transformed

The Jemaluang and Tenggaroh forest reserves
were gazetted by the Johor state government…

For the rest of the article, please visit:
https://pulitzercenter.org/stories/cut-carved-
and-cleared-when-big-forests-go

Continued on next page…
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https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2021/09/26/netizens-abuzz-over-pictures-of-bare-forest-near-kota-tinggi-waterfall/

Netizens express shock over pictures of bare forest near Kota Tinggi waterfall
Fahmi Yusof -September 26, 2021 4:40 PM

FMT is awaiting confirmation on
the matter from local authorities.

However, Faris Jasma, a community
activist, claimed that the trees had
already been chopped down and
the land near the waterfall cleared
when he last visited the area before
the second movement control
order (MCO) was enforced in the
middle of January.

According to him, the bare land
could even be seen before passing
through the archway leading to the
resort at the waterfall.

“Actually, what we’re seeing is
quarrying activities for iron ore. The
quarry has been here for a long
time,” he said.

Faris claimed that in 2010, the road
leading to the resort was covered in
dust while the water in Sungai
Pelepah, which flows from the Kota
Tinggi waterfall, was yellowish in
colour.

He said this were believed to be
caused by the mining, adding that
the resort’s staff were aware of the
quarrying activities going on there.

“When there are projects that can
affect the environment in the area,
any government would know that
an environmental impact
assessment (EIA) report will need
to be filed.

“But did this project have an EIA?”
he asked.

Meanwhile, Malaysian Nature
Society president Ahmad Ismail
said logging activities and land
clearings should be halted if it was
still ongoing, especially with the
monsoon season on the horizon.

He said the rainy season was a
good time to monitor the effects of
these logging activities, questioning
if the annual floods in the state had
any links to such land clearings.

21

JOHOR BAHRU: Netizens have been abuzz over satellite pictures
depicting bare hills in an area said to be near Johor’s Kota Tinggi
waterfall, where it once was covered by trees.

Netizens expressed shock at the images shared by Twitter user
@radinmikah in a thread of posts, which were shared more than 200
times by others.

One of the pictures displayed a panoramic view of the area. Radin said
it showed the waterfall on one side and what looked to be a mining
area on the other.

https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2021/09/26/netizens-abuzz-over-pictures-of-bare-forest-near-kota-tinggi-waterfall/
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https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2021/09/27/kl-residents-and-ngos-want-dbkl-to-gazette-federal-hill-as-green-lung-revie/2008635

KL residents and NGOs want DBKL to gazette Federal Hill as green lung, review rezoned area
Monday, 27 Sep 2021 04:57 AM MYT, BY SOO WERN JUN

22

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 27 — A green enclave in
the city first developed by the British during
the colonial era, Federal Hill is a low-density
residential area amid some 18 acres of
secondary forest.

A group of residents living in its vicinity are
questioning the authorities’ decision to rezone
an area within it to mixed development
despite its previous residential status.

Alongside non-governmental organisation
(NGO) Selamatkan Kuala Lumpur (SKL), these
residents want the authorities to reverse any
plans for mixed development in the “last
sizable” green lung in the city.

“We are not the only ones who submitted the
objection, SKL did too. It’s not just about
protecting Nature, it is our lives at stake... for
those of us who live in the vicinity of Federal
Hill,” Ksharmini Thanigasalam said.

Ksharmini and her neighbours who live on
Jalan Abdullah in Bangsar are worried about
possible disasters that could occur due to soil
erosion.

“We are talking about possible landslides and
damage to our house structure.

“We have voiced these concerns over the
years, do they not care about our safety as
residents?” Ksharmini asked.

The land parcel in question is referred to as Lot
PT 9434 and has been renamed Lot 481146,
according to SKL chairman Datuk M. Ali.

A private land title search, also sighted by
Malay Mail, showed that land ownership was
transferred to Setia Federal Hill Sdn Bhd on
June 17, 2016.

In the title search, it was also stated the land
should only be used for commercial

development purposes.

“This is an example of how a green lung can be
at risk if it is not gazetted as a green lung in the
first place in the Kuala Lumpur City Plan 2020.

“We have made so many objections previously
and called for the Federal Territories Minister
to gazette Federal Hill as a green lung, and this
is precisely what we were trying to prevent,”
Ali added.

He also asked if the authorities have yet to
address the previously highlighted 273
violations gazetted as part of the KLCP 2020.

“It seems like they have added more problems
to the KLCP 2020 rather than rectifying
previous problems.

“We really hope that the KL mayor and now
Federal Territories Minister (Datuk Seri
Shahidan Kassim) will look into the objections
we have made, particularly regarding the land
parcel in Federal Hill,” said Ali.

SKL is a coalition of various residents’
associations in Kuala Lumpur.

Continued on next page…
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These questions were triggered after SKL and
Bangsar residents recently discovered that the
draft proposal for the alteration of the local
plan for the Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur
named the Kuala Lumpur City Plan 2020
(Alteration 3) (Part II) was adopted on June 25,
2021.

In the approved KLCP 2020 (Alt 3) (Pt II), SKL
and the residents found that the land parcel in
Federal Hill had been rezoned to Mixed
Development with a plot ratio of 1:6.

“It seems like the authorities are using the
alteration or amendment process as a way to
legalise the changes to the plan and this is a
strong indicator that the gazetted KLCP 2020
version was incorrectly gazetted,” he added.

In a chronology of zoning for Federal Hill, SKL
discovered that in 2008, in the draft KLCP
2020, certain parts of Federal Hill were under
the Environmental Protection Zone (EPZ).

SKL requested that the whole of Federal Hill be
covered instead.

In 2013, in the draft KLCP 2020, the EPZ was
removed, following which a verbal objection
was made to revive it.

Later in 2018, when KLCP 2020 was gazetted,
the EPZ was not found in KLCP 2020. The
following draft Kuala Lumpur Structural Plan

2040 also has no mention of the EPZ.

Impact on neighbouring areas

Residents had been protesting against a mega 
development project by SP Setia which was 
proposed as part of a land-swap agreement 
with the National Health institute.

However, since then, a 15-storey government 
quarters has been built by SP Setia, as part of 
the land-swap agreement.

Ksharmini said the area within a 1.5 kilometre 
radius already has 190 acres of mixed 
development and this will only result in further 
congestion in the area.  

Traffic access to this area is a particular 
concern as currently the newly-built 
government quarters there utilises Lorong 
Travers and Jalan Johor Selatan for access.

The access road to this area has been 
identified by developers to be Jalan Bangsar 
and Lorong Travers.

“Jalan Bangsar as highlighted is already heavily 
congested with Level of Service (LOS) Class F 
today and is expected to worsen.”

(LOS F is a traffic classification where the 
amount of traffic approaching a point exceeds 
the amount that can be served. This is 
characterised by stop-and-go waves, poor 
travel times, low comfort and convenience, 
and increased accident exposure.)

“The existing roads and the surrounding road 
infrastructure are barely sufficient during rush 
hours. Jalan Travers and Jalan Damansara cater 
to Bangsar, Brickfields and other areas in Kuala 
Lumpur via the Federal Highway and the New 
Pantai Expressway (NPE).

“On a rainy day, Jalan Travers and Jalan 
Damansara have grid-locked traffic. To further 
aggravate the situation, more traffic is 
generated by commercial and residential 
properties located in Bangsar Utama, for 
example the Menara UOA Bangsar, Maybank 
Etiqa Tower, Gaya Bangsar and Residensi 38.

“There is also a potential huge development in 
the pipeline on the site where the present Sri 
Pahang flats are located,” Ksharmini explained.

… Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page…
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A disaster waiting to happen

According to Ksharmini, even without the
commencement of proposed mega
developments on Federal Hill, the land clearing
done on a small portion of the hill has caused
disturbance to wildlife habitats.

This, she said, has resulted in various types of
wildlife migrating out of their natural habitat
into residential areas.

“We have spotted monkeys and snakes in
some of our houses, which are nearest and
connected to Federal Hill,” she said.

In November 2019, an uprooted rambutan tree
fell onto Ksharmini’s house, damaging the roof
and some floor tiles.

The soil erosion started in 2018 during the

rainy season, she said.

“The area is suffering severe erosion due to
the felling and uprooting of fully matured trees
that was further aggravated by the
construction works of the 15-storey 24-unit
government quarters on an area which was a
green reserve and is located in proximity to Lot
PT 9434.

“During earthworks, mud water would flow
through the nearby lane and continue down
the hill of Jalan Abdullah causing clogged
drains and even damage to the perimeter
drainage,” she said.

Worst disasters are bound to happen,
Ksharmini warned, should the land parcel in
question remain rezoned to plot ratio 1:6
(mixed development) in the KLCP 2020
following its recently-approved amendments.

“Currently, Federal Hill is a low-density area
with narrow roads and abundant greenery
which plays a key role in making up more
green/open space in Kuala Lumpur.

“To have plot ratio 1:6 in the area will invite
the construction of high-rise buildings which
will tower over adjacent residential houses on
Lorong Travers, Lorong Limau Manis, Jalan
Abdullah, SMK Bangsar, Persiaran Negeri

Sembilan and Lingkungan Negeri Sembilan.

“This would also change the character of the
neighbourhood where the new nondescript
blocks would be out of place and would
certainly change the mood of the area causing
its heritage character to slowly fade away,”
Ksharmini said.

In July 2014, Ksharmini said the Unit Geosains,
Jabatan Mineral dan Geosains Malaysia,
Selangor/Wilayah Persekutuan confirmed the
presence of a natural waterway in Jalan
Abdullah /Lengkok Abdullah, which is in the
immediate vicinity of Federal Hill.

“Relatively dense and mature forestation plays
an important role in controlling runoff during a
heavy downpour. Removal of vegetation will
increase runoff during peak rainfall, increasing
the risk of flash floods affecting the
surrounding areas.”

… Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page…
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Preserving history

According to the Malaysian Nature Society
(MNS), Federal Hill was developed in 1896 as a
government residential area, with bungalows for
senior officers of the Federated Malay States.

In 1952 the housing scheme was expanded and
the whole area officially named Federal Hill (now
Bukit Persekutuan) in commemoration of the
Federation of Malaya in 1948.

The road which led to these bungalows was
known as Federal Road (now Jalan Persekutuan),
with other streets named after seven of the
Malayan States (Selangor, Negri Sembilan,
Kedah, Kelantan, Terengganu, Johor and Perlis).

There were streets in Kuala Lumpur already
named after the other four states, MNS said.

According to its executive director IS
Shanmugaraj, some of the colonial houses still

serve government servants and at present the
royal households of Kedah, Negri Sembilan and
Perak also have residences there.

“It is very sad that our government and the
developers don’t seem to know how to
appreciate heritage. This is a place which holds
historical values of how our country was formed.

“Allowing mixed development to happen here
will destroy the heritage value of the hill,” he
said.

MNS’ headquarters is a house in the area which
is believed to be the only building remaining
from that earlier era — the 1920’s.

Shanmugaraj warned that even the MNS’ office
will not be spared if any major construction
happens in the vicinity as the office grounds are
surrounded by forest trails and a waterway.

“We’re very disappointed with the rezoning,
because the residents were not informed prior
to this decision they were greeted with a
surprise, including us.

“We have submitted our objection to this
rezoning, but we don’t see any change to their
plans.

“How and when did they do this, and was there
any prior tests or compatibility checks done prior
to the rezoning, especially when our entire

country was under a lockdown due to the Covid-
19 pandemic,” he questioned.

What next
On top of this, Ksharmini said that the proposed
three-storey power station (PMU) has been
relocated back to a location residents have
protested against previously.

In May 2019, Jalan Abdullah residents were
informed of a proposal to build a three-storey
power station (PMU) adjacent to their houses.

After strong objections and with the intervention
of Lembah Pantai MP Fahmi Fadzil and SKL, the
PMU was relocated to Jalan Bangsar/Jalan
Rakyat instead.

“But in the amendments, we saw that they
moved it back to the originally proposed
location, and that is next to my house.

“What are they doing? Why have they broken
their promise? The PMU is not meant for the
residents here, it should not be placed next to
our homes,” said Ksharmini.

Malay Mail has already reached out to the Kuala
Lumpur mayor about the proposed Federal Hill
developments and is waiting for an appointment
with his representative.

… Continued from previous page.
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MNS MEMBERS PIX TALK WITH GUEST MR. 
ZARRIS KEM

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihphaTBd_vQ
Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8f-mm9FBtGU

Join Zarris Kem on his journey in karst discovery from Perlis to Kinta
Valley to Batu Caves complex. In Part 1 of this episode, he shares
with us his knowledge on limestone formations in West Malaysia. He
talks about the variety of endemic flora and fauna found in the
limestone caves and how these creatures thrive there in the dark.
Conservancy is key to preserving this heritage.

About MNS NATUREGRAPHER
(MNS Selangor Branch Photo Group) 

Interviews, talks, presentations on Malaysia's nature and
photography.
Website : http://mnsphotogroup.org/

Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnsphotogroup/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mnsphotogroup
Youtube : https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClvrh8WJrDKG8Uo-
c6PfuMQ/videos
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MNS NEGERI 9 & MELAKA BRANCH: 
EL8 - ALONG THE RIVER

There are two Sustainable Development Goals that refer to
ecosystems and their protection and sustainable use, SDG 14 (Life
Below Water) and SDG 15 (Life on Land). Ecosystems sometimes
defy easy categorisation, and mangroves are the perfect example.
They are forests growing in tidal areas, subject to endless cycles of
exposure and inundation and varying degrees of salinity - and other
challenges that terrestrial forests don’t experience.

In our session, we’ll start by looking at the ecology of mangroves.
What are they? Where can they be found? What are some common
mangrove plants and animals? What are the economic and cultural
benefits of mangroves? We’ll then look at mangrove conservation –
challenges, possibilities, and on-going efforts in Malaysia and
beyond. What might be the consequences of a world with greatly
diminished mangrove forests, and how we can steer away from such
a scenario, for the continued viability of Life on Land as well as Life
Below Water?

Link: https://fb.watch/8l9zkOS87Z/
Date: 18th September 2021
Time: 2:00pm

MNS NEGERI 9 & MELAKA BRANCH: 
EL7 - PRIMATES OF MALAYSIA

Join Dusky Jie Jie (Jo Leen) to learn about the primates in Malaysia
and venture into the world of dusky leaf monkeys!

Let us learn about the importance of dusky langurs and our forest
ecosystem and the species' threats in this human-impacted world,
such as habitat fragmentation, illegal wildlife pet trade, and negative
human-wildlife interaction.

From this sharing, you would be learning the different ways you can
help the dusky leaf monkeys and other primates around you,
starting by being the voice of the wildlife residents in our country.

Link: https://fb.watch/8la5LI1AGA/
Date: 4th September 2021
Time: 2:00pm

MNS Negeri Sembilan & Melaka Branch Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/mnsn9mka

https://fb.watch/8l9zkOS87Z/
https://fb.watch/8la5LI1AGA/
https://www.facebook.com/mnsn9mka
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MACARANGA WRAP-UP: AUGUST 2021

Link: https://www.bfm.my/podcast/the-bigger-picture/earth-
matters/macaranga-wrap-up-august-2021
Date: 30th August 2021
Earth Matters, 3:00pm

Speakers: Wong Siew Lyn, Co-Founder, Co-Editor and Writer,
Macaranga | Law Yao Hua, Co-Founder, Co-Editor and Writer,
Macaranga

In this month's roundup of environmental news with Macaranga's
Wong Siew Lyn & Law Yao Hua, we remember and pay tribute to
the late Balu Perumal, MNS's Head of Conservation, who passed
away from COVID-19 in early August. We also remember those
who lost their lives in the devastating floods in Kedah, and discuss
whether logging and deforestation played a part in the devastation
caused by the heavy rainfall. Finally, we look at how the banteng -
the wild cattle of Borneo - are being poached to a point that their
species might be wiped out altogether in the state, and efforts
being put in place to stop their decline.

Produced and Presented by: Juliet Jacobs

MNS HERP GROUP - HERP TALKS: 
WAYNESON TAY

Link: https://fb.watch/8l7WuB0wtQ/
Date: 11th September 2021
Time: 8:30pm

MNS Herp Group is launching a series of monthly online Herp Talks,
these talks will comprise casual photo-sharing sessions from
herpers, talks by professional herpetologists and webinars.

Our speaker on 11 September 2021 is the young and intrepid herper
Wayneson Tay, who has been on a number of our nightwalks as well
as his own herping adventures. He will be sharing his amazing
photographs and stories from his journey as a herper.

MNS Selangor Branch Herp Group Facebook Group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/herpgroup/
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Introduction to Conservation Status: How 
likely a species is going to extinct?

Vulnerable, endangered, critically endangered..
What? Wildlife are categorised into different “levels” before officially 
extinct?
What is “conservation status”?
Why is it important?
For this MOJO assignment, I’ve invited 4 experts from different 
conservation sectors to share about the importance of conservation status 
and the stories behind. But before that, let’s watch this short video as an 
introductory to conservation status. 

The guests of the day are:

1. Wetland Programme Manager of Malaysian Nature Society, Co-chair of 
IUCN SSC [Firefly] Specialist Group
Mr. Wong Choong Hay (Sonny Wong)

2. Chairperson of Save Our Seahorses Malaysia, Southeast Asian Regional 
Focal Point of IUCN SSC [Seahorse, Pipefish & Seadragon] Specialist Group 
Dr. Adam Lim Chee Ooi

3. Director of Forest Biodiversity Division, Forest Research Institution 
Malaysia, Member of IUCN SSC [Global Tree] Specialist Group
Dr. Lillian Chua Swee Lian

4. Senior Science Officer of Centre for Global Sustainability Studies, 
Universiti Sains Malaysia who assisted in the regional assessment of 
amphibians in Malaysia with IUCN SSC [Amphibian] Specialist Group
Mr. Mohd Abdul Muin Md Akil

Link: https://fb.watch/8lahjis5fZ/

https://fb.watch/8lahjis5fZ/
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INTERNATIONAL OTTER SURVIVAL FUND
WORLD OF OTTERS WEBINAR

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6wWGgZz_Tc&t=177s
Date: 26th May 2021

Let's hear more about the MNS Otter Project from Mr. Woo Chee
Yoong, MNS Wildlife Conservation Officer who delivered a talk
during the IOSF World of Otters Webinar organized by the
International Otter Survival Fund, founder of the World Otter Day.

AWARENESS TO SAVE THEIR LIVES

Link:
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CThgpwwpjgu/?utm_source=ig_web
_copy_link
Date: 7th September 2021
Time:9:00pm

Nature talk to raise funds for Taiping Zoo and nature conservation,
with Malaysian Nature Society officer Habibun Najar.

Organised by Khidmat Ummah, Ijazah Sarjana Muda Kewangan Islam
(Perbankan) dan Ijazah Sarjana Muda Perakaunan, Kolej Universiti
Islam Antarabangsa Selangor.
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JOHOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNat
ureSocietyJohor/
Chair Abbott Chong Ching Hua  

abbott_chong@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Dr Sivapragash Periannan

sivadut@gmail.com
Secretary Belinda Wong MeiLang

belinda1955@hotmail.com

KEDAH BRANCH
110 Japan Mawar 7, Taman Desa
05050 Alor Setar Kedah

Chair Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin  Yaacob
husaya@gmail.com

Vice Chair Mohamad Yani Madewnus
madew75@gmail.com

Secretary Phang Fatt Khow
fkphang@gmail.com

KELANTAN BRANCH
203, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra, 15150 Kota  
Bharu, Kelantan.
Chair Nazahatul Anis Amaludin  

anisamaludin@gmail.com
Vice Chair Che Azman B Nawi

cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com
Secretary Wong Mei Lin

meklawa@gmail.com

LANGKAWI BRANCH
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Chair Dato’ Alexander Issac

alex@tropicalcharters.com.my
Vice Chair  Aminuddin Mohammd

aminkuat@hotmail.com
Secretary    Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel

daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo

NEGERI SEMBILAN/ MELAKA BRANCH

Chair

Secretary

Vuthy Taing  
vuthy55@yahoo.com

Vice Chair Lim Ming Hui
limmel05@yahoo.com 
Lee Learn Ping
llping8@yahoo.com.sg

PAHANG BRANCH
mnsphg@yahoo.com.sg
Chair

Vice
Chair

Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar  
versed_anggerik@yahoo.com 
Bong Sze Wai  
helenbongsw@gmail.com

Secretary Chow Mee Foong
chowmeefoong@gmail.com

PENANG BRANCH
Nature Information Centre (NIC),  
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 10350 
Penang. Tel: 013-4537992
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am (Call  
before visiting)  
mnspenang@yahoo.com
Chair Tan Choo Eng

chooengtan@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Mohd Abdul Muin B Md Akil

mamuin@gmail.com
Secretary BerylNolan

nolanberyl@gmail.com

DIRECTORY
PERAK BRANCH
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong, Ipoh Garden  
South, 31400 Ipoh, Perak 
mnsperak@gmail.com
Blog: mnsperak@yahoogroups.com
Chair Leow Kon Fah  

leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com
Vice Chair ZaharilDzulkafly

zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com
Secretary Georgia Tham Yim Fong

georgi8tham@yahoo.com

SABAH (KOTA KINABALU) BRANCH
Chair Anna Wong

annawg888@gmail.com
Vice Chair Jimmy Omar

jemyomar@gmail.com
Secretary Lawrence Alan Anak Bansa

alanbez89@gmail.com

SARAWAK (KUCHING) BRANCH
mnskuching@gmail.com
Chair

Vice Chair

Secretary

Rose Au Nyat Jun
anyatjun@yahoo.com 
Batrisyia Teepol
batrisyiatpl@gmail.com
Hilda Jelembai
hildajelembai.hj@gmail.com

SELANGOR BRANCH
https://www.facebook.com/mnsselangorbr 
anch
mns.selangor.branch@gmail.com
Chair Pasupathy Jayaraj  

pasupathy_jayaraj@yahoo.com

wongeelynn@yahoo.com
Secretary Grace Chin Haw Yiing

gracehychin@gmail.com

TERENGGANU BRANCH
Chair Wong Chee Ho  

cheeho04@yahoo.com
Vice Chair Izwandy B Idris 

izwandy.idris@umt.edu.my
Secretary     James Tan ChunHong

chtan.james@gmail.com

SABAH (SANDAKAN) BRANCH
Chair Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi

hattasawabi@gmail.com
Vice-Chair Ooi Chin Hock

ooichinhock@gmail.com
Secretary Chong Ket VuiDusun

dusun_chong@yahoo.com
SARAWAK (MIRI) BRANCH
mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: http://mnsmiri.blogspot.com
Chair Ernyza Endot

ernyza_endot@yahoo.co.uk
Vice Chair Musa Musbah

sammua@yahoo.com

MNSHQ
JKR641,JalanKelantan,
Bukit Persekutuan, 50480 Kuala Lumpur
(just before the Seri Perdana turn-off on
JalanMahameru)
Open: Mondays – Fridays 9 am–5:30 pm
T:03-22879422F:03-22878773
mns@mns.org.my www.mns.my
Membership: LeongWeeChin

BRANCHCOMMITTEE2021-2023

BRANCHCOMMITTEE 2017-2019

Secretary Achmed Azizie B Marzuki
achmedazizie@hotmail.com

Vice Chair Wong Ee Lynn
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PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter made
possible by dedicated volunteers and contributors
from the Malaysian Nature Society. Accuracy is the
contributor’s responsibility. The Editor reserves the
right to edit for length and content.

The Malaysian Naturalist Facebook page is now available with current articles and  
other interesting news. Do like the page atthis
link https://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist

Submissions: Articles including the author and photographers’
names (max. 800 words), advertisements, digital images (100 dpi &
no larger than 640 x 480 pixels & separately from the article), etc.
must reach the Editor by the 13th of each month (unless noted
otherwise) via the following e-mail address: tapir2005@gmail.com.

Advertising rates:
Classifieds : RM5 per column inch  
Quarter page ad : RM30
Half page ad : RM60

Payments:
-All payments must be made to ‘Malaysian Nature Society Selangor Branch’.
-Please bank in cash or cheque to Maybank MBB account no 014150307352.
-After banking in, please scan the slip and e-mail it with your advertisement  
to tapir2005@gmail.com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Discount rate for ads paid in advance:
3 adverts paid in advance – 5% off published rate;  6 
adverts paid in advance – 10% off published rate;  9 
adverts paid in advance – 15% off published rate;  12 
adverts paid in advance – 20% off published rate.

Computer Recycling Collection Centre
The MNS Penang, Nature Information Centre (NIC) is a
designated recycling collection centre for old computers
and computer parts by the Penang City Council.
Please send your unwanted computers and parts to the
NIC to be sent for recycling by DOE approved recycling
establishment.
Contact Kanda at 013-4537992 for more information or
check out Penang Branch web pages.

http://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist
http://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist
http://www.facebook.com/MalaysianNaturalist
mailto:tapir2005@gmail.com
mailto:tapir2005@gmail.com
mailto:berniechin118@yahoo.com
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