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Message from the editor 
 
Dear members, 
 

This is the 49th issue of the branch newsletter. 
The Covid-19 pandemic is entering the 
endemic phase in Malaysia and the SOPs are 
much loosened starting 1st May 2022. With the 
improving sentiments, I hope all of us will be 
be ready and willing to go out more often and 
to more places to enjoy nature. For me I had 
just returned from a birding trip to Sabah and it 
was very good feeling to be able to resume 
what I love best. I hope it will be the same for 
all of you too. Since international borders are 
also open now, birders from our neighbouring 
countries had also started coming in, adding to 
the joy of meeting more friends. 
Hopefully, actual events such as birding, 
meetings and talks will be ‘normalized’ and we 
can all ‘get together’ for real to enhance our 
comradeship.  
 
Love Life, Love Nature 
Chan Kai Soon 
TOP editor / Bird Group Coordinator. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS / NEWS / UPDATES 
 

Survey on Birds of Rehabilitated Mangroves (Mar-Aug 2022) 

Permit from Perhilitan to conduct the survey had been approved and since the 
single survey site in Perak was not in a forest reserve, Chan Kai Soon and Susan 
Cheong had completed the March and April surveys. These were done on 13 Mar 
and 3 Apr and the monthly reports and data had been submitted. Initial results are 
not very exciting so far with only 24 species recorded. The main problem was the 
bad weather in the site during both surveys. However there were also some 
pleasant records such as nesting of the Common Flameback and Copper-throated 
Sunbirds. Very few migrants were recorded. We hope that better records will be 
obtained in subsequent surveys. 

 
(Left: Common Flameback male, Left centre: Common Flameback female, Right centre: Copper-
throated Sunbird male, Right: Copper-throated Sunbird female) 

Report and images by Chan Kai Soon 
 

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on the Formulation of a Special Area Plan 
(Rancangan Kawasan Khas [RKK]) for Royal Belum State Park 
(Report by Zaharil Dzulkafly) 
On 23rd and 24th March 2022, the above FGD was organised by PLANMalaysia 
(formerly Department of Town and Country Planning) in Gerik, Perak. Zaharil 
Dzulkafly wanted to attend the important event as a continuation to an earlier 
similar event. However, due to work commitment, he was unable to attend, as well 
as anyone from MNS Perak branch. MNS HQ was not invited for the event 
although at previous stage, she was invited. Hence, Perak branch offered the 
participation to HQ, which was attended by Yeap Chin Aik. The followings are 
some of key points shared by him after attending it. The focus of the FGD was to 
discuss preliminary findings, availability of information, issues and prospects, 
aspirations and development directions. The first half of day 1 was filled with 
briefings, including on Outstanding Universal Values (OUV). OUVs are 
requirements in the nomination any site for UNESCO’s World Heritage Site (WHS) 



and they will determine if a candidate (in this case, Royal Belum State Park 
[RBSP]) site would qualify and be accepted as a WHS. The OUVs identified for 
RBSP are (1) overall species richness and diversity, (2) mega-carnivores and 
herbivores (in this case, the Malayan Tiger is showcase), (3) hornbills (Plain-
pouched Hornbill could be showcase), and (4) Rafflesia. In the second part of the 
day and first half of Day 2, the stakeholders were divided into FGDs with specific 
themes under nine groups. The groups most relevant to MNS were Group 1- 
Environment and Group 4 – Biodiversity and Flora. The second part of day 2 after 
lunch was only for Orang Asli, the native communities living in RBSP. In both 
FGDs, Yeap Chin Aik highlighted MNS’s work in Belum-Temenggor Forest 
Complex (BTFC) e.g. hornbill conservation, community initiatives (honey 
harvesting, honey-derived products, community nurseries) and policy and 
advocacy works on RBSP and forest reserves (FR) in BTFC. However, he believes 
one of the key decisions for the RKK RBSP is where to draw the buffer zone 
boundaries – the consultants and Department of National Heritage realizes this. 
The ‘core’ remains as RBSP proper. Its buffer zones would extend to forests on 
Kelantan side (east), Gerik Forest Reserve (west) and Amanjaya and Temenggor 
FRs (south). The exact buffer zone will need to be decided e.g. if for the south, will 
be line follow the entire Temenggor FR proper or redrawn but will include parts of 
Temenggor FR only. The consultants will propose after taking into account all 
feedback. The formulation of a RKK RBSP is intended to support and strengthen 
the nomination of RBSP as a WHS. Malaysia intends to submit the nomination 
formally to UNESCO sometime in Q1/2023. Hence, the RKK for RBSP must be 
completed before then and accompany the nomination as one of the official 
supporting documents. UNESCO now requires assurances that new candidate 
WHS will receive adequate, formal site protection hence the need for an RKK. RKK 
are legally binding under Malaysian laws (as with state structure and local plans). 
The RKK fits this requirement. In closing, PLANMalaysia informed stakeholders 
that they are likely to call for another workshop in May 2022 as the final round of 
consultation. No dates and event venue were decided yet. The next meeting 
invitation should be directed to both MNS Perak Branch and HQ (Yeap Chin Aik). 
In case PLANMalaysia misses either one, both MNS Perak Branch and HQ are to 
inform each other’s. 



 
FGD in progress (photo by Yeap Chin Aik/MNS HQ) 

 

Feedbacks for EIA Terms of Reference for a Proposed Waste Processing, 
Treatment and Disposal Project, in Larut Matang District, Perak 
(Report by Zaharil Dzulkafly) 
A terms of reference (ToR) for environmental impact assessment (EIA) for the 
above proposed project was open for stakeholders comments with an online 
meeting held on 28th March 2022. ToR is a document containing the key elements 
and major layout before an EIA study is conducted. No one from MNS Perak 
Branch was available to attend the meeting but written comments were provided 
by the branch, sometime later. The proposed project title begins with 
“Development of Sustainable Facility & Eco-Park Centre…”. The first comment 
from the branch was on the title itself, which is misleading. The term ‘eco-park’ 
usually refers to a park with greeneries/ flora and fauna, not a waste treatment and 
disposal facility. The term ‘Sustainable’ in the proposed project’s title may also be 
not suitable. While the proposed project aims at sustainability, unsustainability 
could be seen from two aspects, related to the landfill. Firstly, the waste disposed 
at the landfill are not sustainable as they are not being reused/ recycled but only 
ending up in the landfill. Secondly, the landfill also will become unsustainable once 
reaching its capacity. No biological/ ecological studies were included in the ToR 
while the project proponent seems to mention much on greenery, flora and fauna 
in their portfolio. In fact, the word ‘Flora’ is in the company’s name (Alam Flora 
Environmental Solutions). However, the EIA consultant seems to take the flora and 
fauna component lightly by leaving out both components altogether. Although the 
proposed project site and its immediate surroundings are mainly oil palm estates 
and non-forested or non-natural habitats, there are still highly anticipated fauna/ 
wildlife present, even in the oil palm estates and the proposed project itself. Among 
them are Wild Boar, Long-tailed Macaque, Water Monitor, Common Palm Civet, 
Common Barn Owl, Buffy Fish-owl and Crested Serpent-eagle, nightjar, kingfisher, 



otter and turtle. The former three species are also among the top species causing 
human-wildlife conflict, which are ever on the rise. They are highly adaptable 
species that may even end up entering the proposed project and cause conflict 
during construction and operation stage. The conflict may also occur to the nearby 
settlements and activities e.g. poultry, due to habitat loss and disturbance at the 
proposed project. Once the landfill is operational, these species may look for food 
there. Some birds, including migratory waders such as egrets and herons are also 
known to feed at landfills and they may fly in from faraway places. This may be 
detrimental to them due to the waste toxicity etc. The proposed project is also 
located close to a road where roadkill, including birds, also could happen but never 
mentioned in the ToR. Therefore, MNS Perak insisted that flora fauna study and 
discussion on roadkill are included. The branch also commented about borders in 
some of the maps in the ToR being inconsistent as well as wrong map resizing 
(aspect ratio not locked). Another comment was on a map that shows in its legend 
‘5 km radius’ from the proposed project but missing altogether from the main map. 
Last comments were on usage of some plants’ scientific names but not in italic and 
first letter of epithet (the second word in binominal name) was wrongly in upper 
case. Suggestion was to include the Malay and English names for the plant. Later, 
when EIA study is conducted and report is prepared, it would be open again, this 
time to the public as well, for comments. 



 
A screenshot from the ToR showing some key info of the proposed project. 
 

 



Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) 2022 Data Submitted 

On the requests of Jacelyn See, data from the January AWC had been submitted 
to her. Jacelyn is the Wetlands Conservation Officer based in MNS HQ and she 
will be doing compilation and analysis of the country report. 
    

EVENTS REPORT 

There was no official organized branch overnight trip in the last two months but 
most bird group members had been doing ad hoc birding on their own.  
 

Talk on Birds of Taman Eko-Rimba Kledang Saiong 26th Mar 2022 

Chan Kai Soon represented MNS Perak to give an online talk on 26th Mar. This 
was on the Zoom platform and organized by Lahat Road YMCA with Dr Leong Onn 
Keong as the host. It was open to the public. The talk including the question time 
lasted about one hour. A number of common and less common birds were 
presented to increase awareness among the audience about the park as a suitable 
birding spot close to Ipoh city. Some interesting non-avian fauna were also briefly 
shown.  

 
Those who missed the talk can watch the recorded video on Youtube :  
https://youtu.be/gU11p69PG9k  
  

COMING EVENTS 

It is expected that there will be few or no overnight nature trips for the time being. If 
there is any last-minute organized birding trip, it will be announced via the 
dedicated chat group for birding. 
 

WhatsApp Chat Group for Birding 

Administrator: Chan Kai Soon chankaisoon@hotmail.com 0125315670 
Members interested in birding are requested to add their phone numbers to this 
special WhatsApp group so that they can be notified when birding trips are 
organized. Meanwhile, group members will continue to use the forum to talk about 
birds to keep the birding interest afloat. Please send your requests to the 
administrator of this group who is also the bird group coordinator. 

https://youtu.be/gU11p69PG9k
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eBird Global Big Day and BirdLife Global Big Day 14th May 2022 

 
Both eBird and BirdLife are encouraging birders to participate in this Global Big 
Day. All you need to do is to go out birding on 14th May and submit your sightings 
to eBird website. Like in previous years, Chan Kai Soon is planning to do a full day 
birding including two or three sites on that day. These will probably include Taman 
Eko-Rimba Kledang Saiong, Kek Lok Tong and Malim Nawar. All members are 
encouraged to participate and bird in your favourite birding spots to submit your 
data. Those who wish to join Chan Kai Soon can contact him 012-5315670 nearer 
the date regarding the final itinery.  

     

Calling for articles 

If you have any article, essay or rants about anything on nature, please feel free to 
submit to the editor chankaisoon@hotmail.com. Any reader comments or 
suggestions about the running of the branch or the newsletter is also most 
welcome. 

 

If you missed any past issue of TOP, these can be found at:  

https://mnsperak.wordpress.com/the-oriental-pied-top-newsletter/ 
(If prompted for a password, please enter “top123”.) 
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