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Ground fog ‘sea of clouds’
from Panoroma Hill, Sungai Lembing

Photo: Jimmy Chew

In this issue, we celebrate our majestic rain- and mangrove forests - 
home of the Orang Asli and wildlife, and a place urbanites visit to 
recharge,  and learn how to know, value and act for nature.  

 At MNS Secretariat, under the Conservation Division, staff are both 
off and on the field, involved in forest and avifauna conservation. As a 
member writes, forest protection is by no means a one person show. MNS 
is a partner of BirdLife International and the Malaysian Conservation 
Alliance for Tigers (MYCAT) - read BirdLife’s contributing article about 
how the Orang Asli are monitoring the critically endangered Helmeted 
Hornbills and reaping sweet success, and join an exclusive members only 
talk by a tiger conservation biologist. 
 MNS Penang Branch and MNS Selangor Branch’s Pathfinders Special 
Interest Group share with us what they do best in forests and coastlines. 
And if you want to know, value or act for nature, look out for green boxes 
throughout this issue for some inspiration.

Leong Hon Yuen
Pencinta Alam
Guest Editor
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Without any harm to self, the 
following information relating to the 
observation/incident can be provided 
(but not limited to):  

(1) Observation/incidences (including 
all available details gathered);
(2) Date; 
(3) Time; 
(4) Location (if possible, including 
address or GPS location, whichever 
deemed appropriate); 
(5) Frequency of observation/
incidences (if relevant); 
(6) Other information (if relevant); 
and
(7) Contact details (of member 
informants).

to information and accountability in 
forest management and conservation
- To create viable, constructive 
and sustainable networks of well-
informed non-state actors
 
For more information, please visit the 
project website. 
 
b. The main goal and objective of 
the WRI-SGF funded project is to 
adopt, Forest Watcher as a principal 
fieldwork tool for the MY Forest 
Watch initiative, such that citizen 
scientists with little technical 
knowledge on remote sensing and 
GIS will still be able to conduct vital 
forest monitoring activities and as a 
result, MNS will be able to scale up 
its operation throughout the country 
(Note: first target area, and for this 
project is Peninsular Malaysia).

How can MNS Members help?
 
I hope for Members continual 
participation, interest and support, 
within their own capacity and 
capability, and stay active and 
proactive to all MNS projects that 
will benefit the Society and the 
environment. I urge MNS members 
to continue to be our ‘eyes and ears’ 
on the ground sharing information on 
the protection and conservation of our 
biodiversity and its habitats via the 
following channels:
Tel: (60)3 2287 9422;
Fax: (60)3 2287 8773 or
Email: mns@mns.org.my (also cc-ed 
to policy@mns.org.my). 

Conservation 
Division
Donovan Casimir Louis, Head of Division
Yeap Chin Aik
Sonny Wong Choong Hay, Wetlands 
Conservation Manager
Lee Ee Ling
Habibun Najar bin Zainal Abidin, 
Programme Officer
Woo Chee Yoong, Wildlife Conservation 
Officer
Nur Syamimi binti Makbul, Conservation 
& Environmental Education Officer
Jacelyn See Choon Min, Wetlands 
Conservation Officer

A C T  F O R  N A T U R E

By Lee Ee Ling
Policy Officer policy@mns.org.my 
Photos by MNS

I was studying in Universiti Putra 
Malaysia (UPM) before joining 
MNS as Policy Officer under 

the European Union-BirdLife (EU-
BL) Project, ‘Strengthening Non-
State Actor Involvement in Forest 
Governance in Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines and Papua New 
Guinea’ (2017 - present).  
 Currently, I am also leading 
the Society’s World Resources 
Institute’s (WRI) Food, Forests 
and Water Program’s Small Grants 
Fund (SGF) funded project entitled 
“Adopting Forest Watcher mobile 
app as a principal fieldwork tool for 
the Malaysian Forest Watch citizen 
science programme”
 

Area of expertise

I have developed expertise and 
skills in organising, facilitating, 
coordinating capacity building 
trainings, workshops and meetings; 
engaging non-state actors as 
networking partners; preparing and 
writing technical reports as part of 
project requirements; providing 
technical inputs during governmental 
departments and agencies; and 
organised consultative meetings 
and workshops regarding wildlife, 
protected areas, environment related 
policies, laws and plans etc.
 Credit should go to the late 
Balu Perumal (ex-MNS Head of 
Conservation) for his guidance on 
day-to-day basis throughout my work 
at MNS. I am exploring and learning 
to manage and monitor projects 
to ensure project activities can be 
delivered on time.

Why is my work important?
 
a. The objectives of European Union 
-BirdLife Project are: 
- To build the capacity of national, 
provincial and local non-state actors 
to monitor the use of forest resources, 
forest conditions and its carbon 
stocks
- To engage effectively with local 
authorities and national decision-
makers
- To participate in forest management 
and land use planning processes
- To inform and influence forest 
policy processes
- To increase transparency, access 

Lee (second from right) with 
volunteers during MNS’s Save 
Kuala Langat North Forest 
Reserve ground campaign in 

February 2020 

https://www.myforestwatch.com.my/
https://www.globalforestwatch.org/grants-and-fellowships/projects/?projectId=86
mailto:mns@mns.org.my
mailto:policy@mns.org.my
mailto:policy@mns.org.my
https://www.birdlife.org/projects/asia-pacific-forest-governance/
https://www.birdlife.org/projects/asia-pacific-forest-governance/
https://www.birdlife.org/projects/asia-pacific-forest-governance/
https://www.birdlife.org/projects/asia-pacific-forest-governance/
https://www.birdlife.org/projects/asia-pacific-forest-governance/
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in order to survive in our forests, 
gives MNS opportunities to work 
with Orang Asli communities, and 
government stakeholders of all levels.  

How can MNS Members help?

Members can help to fundraise 
or volunteer in capacity building 
communities with skills that is 
needed by the project (when it is 
needed).

I graduated from Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia 
(UKM, Bangi) with a MSc in 

Conservation Biology. I’ve been 
working for the Malaysian Nature 
Society (MNS) for the past 21 years 
(2000 – to date). Currently the Lead 
Investigator/Co-Founder of the 
MNS Hornbill Conservation Project 
and also the Senior Conservation 
Officer/Project Manager in the 
MNS Conservation Division in the 
Secretariat (Kuala Lumpur). 
 I’m also currently a Steering 
Committee member of the IUCN 
Hornbill Specialist Group (2021-
2024) and Lead of the Habitat 
Subgroup under the IUCN Helmeted 
Hornbill Working Group. I’ve 
published several articles on various 
birds/bird conservation in popular 
form, scientific and policy journals, 
and technical reports. I’ve also 
presented in various conferences, 
symposiums, seminars, workshops, 
talks, and co-authored four books to 
date.

By Yeap Chin Aik
Senior Conservation Officer / Project 
Manager hornbills@mns.org.my
Photos by MNS

A C T  F O R  N A T U R E

(Above, far left) Yeap at the 
first meeting of the IUCN SSC 
Hornbill Specialist Group 
Steering Committee in Bangkok, 
Thailand (Right, far right) 
Conducting coastal waterbird 
and wetland surveys with MNS 
volunteers

(Above) Yeap assembling the HB-
IRD (Hornbill Improvised Recording 
Device) in the field - a prototype to 
remotely monitor nesting hornbills

Conservation 
Division

Area of expertise

 While working for MNS, I’ve 
carried out various bird and non-
bird conservation initiatives/activities 
involving faunal surveys and monitoring, 
species-specific action plans, policy and 
advocacy and multi-lateral environmental 
agreements (MEAs), capacity-building 
and CEPA (communication, education and 
public awareness). 
 I work with MNS’s international 
partner, BirdLife International on 
updating the status of globally threatened 
birds (for Malaysia) and Important Bird 
and Biodiversity Areas (IBA) and several 
regional bird-related projects. 
 
Why is my work important? 

 Birds are not as mainstream as 
mammals in Malaysia (think tigers, 
elephants, orang utans etc) and their 

ecological requirements can be 
different. MNS has been instrumental 
and consistent in advocating for and 
advancing bird conservation since its 
inception in 1940 in Malaysia. It has 
a rich history of ornithology and bird 
conservation foundation. More and 
more bird species are now joining 
the Red List, and Malaysia has many 
globally threatened species. 

 For forest conservation, we are 
using hornbills as flagship species 
in advocating for better forest and 
protected area management and 
governance (see related story on page 
16). The MNS Hornbill Conservation 
Project in the Belum-Temenggor 
Forest Complex helps build our 
understanding of what hornbill needs 

mailto:hornbills@mns.org.my
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K N O W  N A T U R E

By Zhang Hui

1. Dragonflies can see in all 
directions at once

9 Animal 
Facts

/ 

2. A snail can sleep up to 3 years at a 
time when in hibernation 

3. Swifts can stay airborne for up 
to ten months without stopping. 
Research shows that a swift stayed in 
the air for 10 months, stopping only 
for 2 hours.

4. A flea can jump 200 times their 
body which is equal to a human 
jumping the height of the Empire 
State Building.

5. Lungfish are the only fish to have 
lungs and gills which allows them to 
survive when their ponds dry up.

6. Roosters throw their head back 
when they crow, to cover their ear 
canals completely so they won’t go 
deaf.

7. Animals that have small bodies and 
high metabolism such as squirrels and 
chipmunks see in slow motion.

8. Tardigrades can survive in space 
and go up to 10 years without food.

9. A cuckoo will hide their eggs in 
another bird’s nest. That way their 
eggs will be taken care of without any 
work.

Fee: 
Members of MNS - RM330
Non-members of MNS - RM400 
(includes 1-year MNS membership)

The fee is only inclusive of 2 nights 
accommodation and 3 meals a day.

We are excited to bring back our 
highly anticipated night walk 
at Fraser’s Hill! Besides its old 
world charms and world-renowned 
birding spots, Fraser’s Hill is 
also a hidden treasure of amazing 
nocturnal diversity, and other 
amazing secrets!

Our team’s previous trip found an 
amazing diversity of snakes as well 
as other species, so do join us to 
see what else can be discovered. 

Under the supervision of experienced 
herpers, this trip is considered an easy 
hike and suitable for families with 
older children.

Carpooling can be planned once 
registration is complete. Night hiking 
equipment will be provided, but 
bringing your own camera, spare 
batteries, ponchos, an umbrella, 
water and light snacks, is greatly 
recommended.

Registration link & itinerary:
https://forms.gle/
kQpdja1K3mWzojpRA

Participation is based on a first come, 
first served basis.

Kindly remit your registration fee 
to:
CHAN YIK KHAN
PUBLIC BANK
4485 9895 08

Email your proof of payment to:
yikkhan.chan@gmail.com

In the case of no-show, registration 
fee is non-refundable. 

K N O W  N A T U R E

Photo: Kalai Venthan Gopal

Photo: Niclas Dehmel

Photo: Jeremiah Trimble

“The forests are the 
lungs of the world” 

- Woody Harrelson

https://forms.gle/kQpdja1K3mWzojpRA
https://forms.gle/kQpdja1K3mWzojpRA
mailto:yikkhan.chan@gmail.com
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Ulu 
Muda, 
My 
Passion

By Hymeir K.
Member, MNS Kedah Branch
Photos by earthlodgemalaysia.com

A C T  F O R  N A T U R E

Ulu Muda is an area of 
significant forest unknown to 
most people. For its own sake 

and protection, perhaps it is best that 
it stays that way. Just enough people 
should know about it to ensure there 
is not too much pressure on it to be 
quickly developed. A consequence 
befalling many other forested areas. 
Just enough people should know it to 
have it protected.

 I have been working in the Ulu 
Muda area for the past 25 years and 
have been promoting its protection 
as a State or National Park. It is by 
no means a one man show. Such 
an effort is a concerted struggle 
by many other equally concerned 
and passionate individuals and 
organisations including the Malaysian 
Nature Society (MNS). 

 For the past 11 years I have 
been running Earth Lodge, an 
ecolodge located deep in the forest 
of Ulu Muda where we only take 

small groups of ecotourists and 
researchers while advocating for the 
conservation of Ulu Muda.

 Efforts to protect Ulu Muda 
under a stronger legislation and have 
it better managed has been ongoing 
for a long time. In 1932, the area’s 
namesake Ulu Muda Forest Reserve 
was gazetted followed by the other 
forest reserves making up the 
Greater Ulu Muda Forest Landscape 
between 1942 and 1952. Also in 
1932, T.R. Hubback identified 
Ulu Muda as rich in wildlife in his 
report “The Wildlife Commission of 
Malaya”. In 1968, ecologist, W.E. 
Stevens, through the Colombo Plan 
suggested the area be a National 
Park to ensure the survival of the 
many large mammal species found 
there. In the 1980s and 1990s, 
the Federal Government and the 
Department of Wildlife and National 
Parks of Peninsular Malaysia put 
forth several proposals for the area 
to be gazetted as a National Park. 
Since then, many other organisations 
have been recommending for its 
protection.

 All these initiatives 
inadvertently failed for several 
reasons. In the meantime, the 
area lost the Javan Rhinoceros 
Rhinoceros sondaicus and the 
Banting Bos javanicus. More 
recently it was the Sumatran 
Rhinoceros Dicerorhinus 
sumatrensis with the number of 
Malayan Tiger declining at an 
alarming rate. It’s the same with the 

Gaur Bos gaurus and Serow 
Caprcornis sumatraensis.

 The good news is Ulu Muda, 
even with all the setbacks, continues 
to surprise. It is only one of two 
sites in Malaysia to be home to 
all 10 species of hornbills. That 
special hornbill found only in Ulu 
Muda and Belum-Temenggor is the 
Plain-pouched Hornbill Rhyticeros 
subruficollis. Its bird species list 
continues to grow from about 170 

Finding refuge in Ulu Muda
Above right: Dusky Eagle-owl 
Bottom, right: Plain-pouched 

Hornbills 

species of birds in year 2000, to 
about 305 species in 2010 and today 
it proudly stands at 330 bird species 
with three new species added this 
year alone! All three Malaysian otter 
and gibbon species are also found 
here. In 2006, limestone and its 
associated caves were found in Ulu 
Muda where none was thought to 
exist. 

Continue on page 12
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 The area is also a very 
important water catchment forest 
with three man-made reservoirs. 
These reservoirs supplying crucial 
water to help irrigate the over 
100,000ha paddy granary known as 
Malaysia’s Rice Bowl or “Jelapang 
Padi Malaysia” in Malay. The largest 
paddy growing area in the country 
produces about 40% of Malaysia’s 
paddy output. Even then, Malaysia 
is only producing 70% of its 
paddy requirement underlining the 
importance of Malaysia’s Rice Bowl. 
Bottom line is No Forests, No Water; 
No Water, No Paddy! It is as simple 
as that.

Above: Asian elephants at a sira (saltlick) 
Right: Cave formation at Gua Labu 1

 Additionally, the area also is an 
extremely very important piece of the 
industrial and domestic water supply 
puzzle for the three Northeastern 
Peninsular Malaysia states of Perlis, 
Kedah and Penang. All three states 
take about 80% of their water directly 
or indirectly from the Sungai Muda 
catchment. Even the holiday island 
of Langkawi draws more than 60% 
of its water needs from canals on 
the mainland where the water comes 
from Ulu Muda.
Member Writes is a space for members to 
write their own personal views on how they 
know, value and act for nature. Hymeir 
can be contacted at earthlodgemalaysia@
gmail.com or  +60194808926. 

Continued from page 11

mailto:earthlodgemalaysia@gmail.com
mailto:earthlodgemalaysia@gmail.com


1 4 1 5

A C T  F O R  N A T U R E

Malaysian Nature Society’s 
relationship with Dr Kae, 
General Manager of 

Malaysian Conservation Alliance 
for Tigers (MYCAT), goes back 
to 2003. She began her journey 
on tiger conservation in 1995 in 
Russian Far East when she was a 
MSc student, and 1998 in Malaysia 
as a PhD student from University 
of Florida. After the joint research 
with Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks of Peninsular 
Malaysia (PERHILITAN) on 
tiger ecology in Taman Negara 
between 1998 and 2001, she joined 
PERHILITAN for three years as a 
contract officer. During that time 

“I came to Malaysia in 1998 
with a dream of tracking the 
ultimate wildness of the ancient 
rainforest - tigers in Taman Negara, 
and of helping Malaysia save the tiger 
from extinction. As a conservation 
biologist, I have studied the process of 
the Malayan tiger’s extinction. Has it 
crossed the threshold of no return?” 
- Dr Kae Kawanishi

3 Lunar Years of Tiger Conservation (1998-2022): 
MNS’s role in saving Malayan Tigers

in 2003, she instigated MYCAT to 
bring the government and NGOs 
together towards the common goal 
of saving the Malayan Tiger. In the 
early 2000s, after visiting many tiger 
projects and wildlife reserves
in India, Nepal, Indonesia, and 
Thailand, she concluded that 
Malaysia has a good chance of 
recovering her tiger populations. 
Was she wrong?  
 In the second Lunar Year of the 
Tiger in 2010, out of desperation to 
fill the gap in “boots on the ground,” 
MYCAT began engaging members 
of the public to protect tigers and 
other large mammals from deadly 
snares and deforestation under the 

Citizen Action for Tigers (CAT) 
Walk. CAT Walk is an anti-poaching 
and anti-deforestation surveillance 
walk conducted by volunteers 
at a critical tiger habitat. CAT 
Walk successfully democratised 
tiger conservation, and tigers are 
recovering. More than 2,100 people 
from 38 countries came to protect 
tigers and the earliest CAT Walkers 
were nature guides and birders from 
MNS Selangor Branch. Dr Kae 
rarely gives a public talk nowadays 

but to thank MNS members for their 
contribution towards saving tigers, 
she will report the impact of the past 
12 years of CAT Walk at this closed-
door presentation to pre-registered 
MNS members and guests by 
invitation only. Then she will have 
an  honest conversation where the 
Malayan tiger is headed. 
 Limited seats, so please 
register early. Media requests will 
not be entertained. Disclaimer: 
some visuals will not be suitable for 
children.

Date: Saturday, 10th September 2022
Time: 9.30am—1.30pm

Venue: Auditorium, Rimba Ilmu, Universiti Malaya 
Google Map: https://goo.gl/maps/2Ge3YxSNY9vZ9CRZ9

What3words: ///success.press.surely
Pre-register at: https://bit.ly/TigerTalk2022

Inquiries: branch@mnsselangorbranch.org

Programme:
9.30 am Registration (pre-registered members only)

10.00 am Welcome by MNS Selangor Branch
10.10am Talk by Dr Kae Kawanishi

11.00 am Q&A followed by Refreshments
1.00 pm: Cash refund of RM30/member 

 
MNS Selangor Branch Bird Group, MNS on behalf of the Orang Asli 

women of Temenggor Forest Reserve (see notice on page 19) and 
MYCAT will have merchandise on sale before and after the talk.

Join MNS Selangor Branch as it hosts 
Dr Kae Kawanishi’s 200th tiger talk on

http://www.citizenactionfortigers.my
http://www.citizenactionfortigers.my
https://bit.ly/TigerTalk2022
mailto:branch@mnsselangorbranch.org
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By Ariana Loehr
BirdLife International

Protecting Hornbills has Sweet Results for 
an Indigenous Community in Malaysia

Throughout the dense tropical 
rainforests of Belum-Temenggor 
Forest Complex (BTFC) in 

Malaysia, the Malaysian Nature Society’s 
(MNS) Hornbill Guardian teams patrol the 
landscape in search of Helmeted Hornbills. 
The Hornbill Guardians are also members 
of Malaysia’s Indigenous community called 
the Orang Asli. Since 2004, they have been 
working with MNS to protect the Critically 
Endangered Helmeted Hornbill and other 
hornbill species through community 
patrol and monitoring units, along with a 
more unusual initiative – selling Tualang 
honey and beeswax. These initiatives have 
inspired other creative and often flavourful 
Helmeted Hornbill protection programs 
from BirdLife Partners around the region.
 The Helmeted Hornbill can be found 
across four countries: Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Brunei Darussalam. 

The Orang Asli, an Indigenous community in 
Malaysia, have received a flavourful reward for 
protecting Helmeted Hornbills and their forest home, 
as a healthy forest provides opportunity to collect and 
sell a special Tualang honey.

The birds use the cavities of large, tall 
rainforest trees to nest as hornbills cannot 
excavate nor build their own nests. Their 
presence in these forests is crucial, as they 
eat fruit and spread the seeds throughout the 
rainforest. Unfortunately, what makes these 
birds unique from other hornbills also makes 
them more threatened for poaching. Unlike 
the hollow casques of other hornbills, the 
Helmeted Hornbill’s casque is mostly solid. 
Poachers hunt the birds and sell their casques 
which are then intricately carved and sold for 
thousands of dollars.
 When MNS began work to protect 
and maintain the Helmeted Hornbill and 
its forest habitat, they turned to the people 
living alongside the birds, the Orang Asli. 
Orang Asli, directly translated as original 
people, have historically inhabited forest 
environments around Peninsular Malaysia. 
While many have moved into towns around 

the country, the community of 
Kampung Chuweh still resides 
in the BTFC.
 In conserving Helmeted 
Hornbills, the MNS sought 
to ‘marry’ both modern 
conservation techniques with 
the Orang Asli’s traditional 
ecological knowledge of BTFC 
and the hornbills. Chin-Aik 
Yeap, the project manager 
and co-founder of the MNS 
Hornbill Conservation Project, 
developed a program to do just 
that, and called it the Hornbill 
Guardians. Six Orang Asli were 
hired to hike through the forested 
hills and take boats around the 
jade-coloured river valleys, 
searching for and monitoring 
the Helmeted Hornbills and 
the 9 other hornbill species in 
the area. When the Hornbill 
Guardians came across a nest, 
they took turns to watch over 
the tree and nest until the 
chicks hatched. To date, the MNS 
Hornbill Conservation Project has recorded 
over 100 hornbill nests in BTFC comprising 
of 9 species.
 When not working as Hornbill 
Guardians, a few members of the team work 
with other members of their community by 
scaling the Helmeted Hornbill’s favourite 
tree, the Tualang tree Kompassia excelsa. 
This tree also happens to be popular with 
Asian Giant Honeybees Apis dorsata that 
produce a rather special Tualang honey. 
Between March and July every year, groups 
from Kampung Chuweh climb up to 50 
meters high in these massive trees to collect 
this honey. Despite the incredible risk, the 
payoff for the community is very valuable, 
and many refer to the supplemental income 
from the honey as a ‘bonus month’.
 MNS’s involvement in Tualang 
honey began when the honey harvesters 

Helmeted Hornbill
Photo above by Yeap Chin Aik/MNS
Left photo by Craig Ansibin/Shutterstock 

sought Yeap for assistance in finding a 
more profitable market for their product. 
Yeap learned about the community’s honey 
production and how small their profits were. 
He promoted the Tualang honey among 
MNS members in more affluent cities such 
as Kuala Lumpur, Ipoh and Penang and 
found support from several individuals. 
These early buyers formed the foundation 
for the forest honey and many continue to 
support the harvesters. All profits from the 
sales are returned to the harvesters, and the 
hope is that by building the demand for the 
honey, the demand for a healthy forest will 

Tualang tree (Koompassia excelsa) on which 
Giant Honey Bees (Apis dorsata) make their 

honeycomb on branches
Photo: Marisan Pandak/MNS

 
Continue on page 18 

A C T  F O R  N A T U R E
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coincide. Yeap adds that, “it sort of creates a 
really good story about conserving the forest 
to remain as intact as possible, as pristine 
as possible, to benefit the species and also 
to benefit the Orang Asli that are living in 
the landscape by being able to harvest the 
honey and the forest products.”
 After having built good relationships 
with buyers in the cities, Yeap received 
another request, “one of the buyers of the 
honey asked us whether we had beeswax”. 
Up until then, the Chuweh community had 
normally discarded the wax after squeezing 
out the honey. When Yeap first asked 
Kampung Chuweh if they’d like to sell 
beeswax, there wasn’t a response, but “the 
year after that, they suddenly gave me 8 
kilos of Tualang beeswax, purified beeswax 
made by 5 makers. So without warning, 
they produced the product, so we had to 
follow up and find buyers.” And just like 
that, the community had another product 
for sale. In 2021, two MNS members came 
to the village and taught the women how to 
add their wax to vibrantly patterned cloth 
to create beeswrap (see top right photo next 
page). These artisan products have now also 
been sold in affluent parts of Malaysia.

 The Hornbill Guardians and the sale 
of Tualang honey and by-products help 
with Helmeted Hornbill advocacy in the 
communities around Belum-Temenggor 
and in the city. These initiatives also help to 
build community trust in MNS and protect 
vital habitat. There is still a threat from 
poachers “sniffing around” in the area, but 
with such a strong relationship built on 
trust, Yeap hopes to ensure that the Orang 
Asli do not become a conduit for poachers. 

Kampung Chuweh woman melting the 
beeswax in order to rid it of impurities - 

Photo: Marisan Pandak/MNS

A piece of harvested honey comb
Photo: Marisan Pandak/MNS

 
Continued from page 17

For now, MNS’s focus is to continue to 
monitor the hornbill and forests, train the 
next generation of Hornbill Guardians and 
at the same time improve the villagers’ 
livelihood by developing and marketing 
non-timber forest products such as Tualang 
honey and beeswax. MNS also hopes to train 
Kampung Chuweh to eventually manage 
this enterprise on their own in the future.

This extract is republished with permission 
from BirdLife International.

In the other countries where Helmeted 
Hornbills reside, BirdLife Partners have 
also developed programs to help the species. 
Read the full article to find out how some of 
these programs have taken inspiration from 
MNS in looking for creative ways to sustain 
the habitat for the birds.

n

XL at RM40/piece. 
Use as is, or cut according to what 
you need.

10th September 2022 (Sat)
Rimba Ilmu, Universiti Malaya
9.30am-10am and 12.30pm-1.30pm
100% sales benefit the Orang Asli 
women of Kg Chuweh, Temenggor 
Forest Reserve. Photos - Yeap Chin 
Aik/MNS

ADVERTISEMENT

 
Sale: Tualang Beeswax Wraps

va l u e  N A T U R E

https://www.birdlife.org/news/2022/08/09/protecting-hornbills-has-sweet-results-for-an-indigenous-community-in-malaysia/
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Continue on page 22 

Survival course in progress 
at Kota Damansara Community 
Forest

Text and photos by Jimmy Chew 
Pathfinders SIG Coordinator

K N O W  N A T U R E

Introducing...
Pathfinders SIG The MNS Pathfinders (PF) 

is a Special Interest Group 
(SIG) which comes under 

the purview of Malaysian Nature 
Society, Selangor Branch. Known 
as one of the more demanding 
SIGs in terms of physical and 
mental strengths, we seek pleasure, 
relaxation, adventures and 
challenges through venturing into 
and being with the forest—away 
from hectic, urban stress. 

 Our activities are 
predominantly physical—and 
target areas seem to be forests 
where mountains, hills, rivers and 
waterfalls with both existing and 
non-existent trails are in-scope; 
attempting the latter is obviously 

more demanding in terms of 
strength and fitness. 

 As the name implies, 
Pathfinders also contribute in 
finding and creating new paths and 
locations, where logistically possible, 
permissible and safe, for members 
and nature lovers to explore. We are 
also true to our name “pathfinders” 
- bushwhacking and trailblazing - 
recce and exploration in uncharted 
areas are in our scope of activities. 
Not to be misunderstood, our 
activities do not end with just day 
trips—camping is indeed a major 
heart-and-soul activity!

 Activities include initial recce 
and survey, mapping, charting and 
trail building that may take several 
visits to accomplish—this is due 
to a multitude of factors including 

distance, forest density, elevation 
(and elevation gain), terrain and 
vegetation. On vegetation, our 
hardest obstacles seem to be the 
ferns, thorny shrubs and trees, and 
bamboo—they are absolutely the 
heavy, time-bogging items when 
it comes to bushwhacking past 
them, as they can line up several 
kilometres ahead with no indication 
of clear passage.

 Besides the usual peaks, 
waterfalls, rivers and lakes, 
Pathfinders have even extended 
hike activity to include shores and 
beach, and traversing alongside 
rock cliffs. One of Pathfinders 
favourites is Cape Rachado 
(Tanjung Tuan) where we do a 
complete circumnavigation of the 
cape along the shoreline, with forest 
trekking, cliff climbing, walking 
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Continued from page 22 

Trekking along the 
rock cliff
Inset: Approaching 
the near-vertical 
climb

Continue on page 20

 
Continued from page 21

Left: Charting plan as part of trip planning
Above: Approaching the near-vertical climb at Cape 
Rachado (Tanjung Tuan)

 
Continue on page 24 

Below: Vale trail map-
ping project - check-
point creation at Teluk 
Muroh Forest Reserve

over large boulders and rock-hopping ala coasteering 
—and we usually pick the short window with lowest 
tide, and run it in conjunction with the annual Raptor 
Watch event usually in March.

 Photography, though not being the primary 
objective in our outdoor activities, is usually ‘built-in’, 
as a “tool” for documenting the natural environment, 
and not just a record of personal enjoyment. Taking 
both hiking and photography further in the name of 
conservation would be to document the effects of 
natural disasters, and manmade devastations, to the 
widest extent possible—and we simply report to the 
Selangor Branch of the findings to decide on the next 
course of action.

 Pathfinders also assisted MNS headquarters in 
several projects that required mapping and trail creation 
expertise such as the re-opening of MNS Heritage Trail 
within the office grounds in 2014; the creation of five 
trails for the Urban Community Forest project (namely 
Heritage, Thunbergia, Chempedak, Jungle Fowl and 
Pulai) in 2016; and an interpretive trail and adventure 
trail creation for Vale Minerals Malaysia back in 
2014—a joint work project with Flora SIG, a project 
under MNS Conservation Division. 

 Hands-on and interactive workshops such 
as survival courses are useful and beneficial for 
members where they can learn a skill or two about 
how to brave against the elements, navigate to avoid 
getting lost and survive in the wild. We had organised 
such an event for two days to cover only the essentials 
and we hope to do more in the future, with a variety 
of skillsets relevant to what we do.

 We pledge on taking nothing but photographs, 
leaving nothing but footprints and killing nothing 



2 4 2 5

Committee (L-R): 
Lee Hwan King, Chan Cheng Wee, 
Jimmy Chew - Photo: Alan Ng

MNS Event PF29: A 
Scenic & Strenuous 
Workout Hike @ Sri 
Bintang [open event] 

K N O W  N A T U R E

 
Do keep up to date with Pathfind-
ers Selangor Branch events; also 
join us in Telegram.

Photo: Jimmy Chew

Above, left: ‘Elephant Tree’ is 
now located in the open, Puncak 
Alam, after a chunk of forest 
was cleared

Continued from page 22
CLASSIFIEDS

 
24-hour Wildlife Crime Hotline: 
+6019 356 4194

Dr Jalila Abu
Veterinary Clinic, UPM Serdang

UPM Avian Exotic Counter
03-8609 3889
UPM large animal and exotic ward
03-8609 3981 

Watch Backyard Rainforests documentary 
in English with Malay subtitles. Duration: 
23 minutes. Supported by the Rainforest 

Journalism Fund, Pulitzer Center 
and Factual TV.

Watch Lak Wak Tu Neng (Tracking Love) 
documentary in Jahai/Temiar with English 
and Malay subtitles. Duration: 28 minutes. 

Supported by the Rainforest Journalism Fund, 
Pulitzer Center and Factual TV Sdn Bhd 

but time, all with conservation in 
mind. In doing anything outdoor, 
Pathfinders have been very mindful 
with hiker habits and wherever 
possible remind them about the 
major points on ensuring cleanliness 
and hygiene of the environment—
Pathfinders adopt the 7 principles of 
Leave No Trace! 

Our tagline: Bond with the forest!

 We are currently present in 
Facebook and Telegram messaging 
platform where we broadcast event 
activities and updates with the latter 
taking up more interactive discussion 
with members as well as non-
members on activities.

Event by MNS Pathfinders Selangor 
branch 

When: 25th September 2022 (Sun) 
8:00 am 
Where: Details will be separately 
provided (in Telegram chat) to 
registered joiners 
Joining fee: Free 

Trek Details 
Duration: 2.5 hours 
Difficulty: 3-4/5 
Risk: 3/5 
Distance: 7.5 km 
River crossing/leeches: None

Sri Bintang Hill is well-known 
among hikers, trail runners and those 
training for bigger mountains. There 
are many routes there; this time, 
Pathfinders will be doing a large loop 
with some side trails less frequented 
by the public. There will be scenic 
areas plus challenges requiring rope 
on ascending & steep descending. 
Certain sections are steep and 
slippery when wet – we recommend 
the use of hiking staff or trekking 
poles. We also recommend hikers to 
bring cotton gloves and wear them 
when using ropes. 

This hike is suitable for regular hikers 
but not for beginners (in the light of 
risk factors). 
Interested? Please register by 
providing the following information 
to: 
Email: pathfinders@
mnsselangorbranch.org 
Telegram: @pathfindersmns
 
[01] Name (first name, last name): 
[02] Mobile #: 
[03] Membership # (members only 
need to provide): 
[04] Membership expiry date 
(members only): 
[05] Telegram ID (if available): 
[06] Emergency contact name: 
[07] Emergency contact mobile #: 
We adopt Leave No Trace (LNT) in 
all our outdoor activities. 
Closing date for registration: 18th 
September 2022 (Sunday) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnspathfinders.selangorbranch
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnspathfinders.selangorbranch
https://t.me/+WP7NnFJCmMZRhwZ0
https://youtu.be/1lljsu-iwus
https://youtu.be/vPvRnxc4M1w
https://lnt.org/why/7-principles/
https://lnt.org/why/7-principles/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnspathfinders.selangorbranch/
https://t.me/+WP7NnFJCmMZRhwZ0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnspathfinders.selangorbranch
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mnspathfinders.selangorbranch
mailto:pathfinders@mnsselangorbranch.org
mailto:pathfinders@mnsselangorbranch.org
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A C T  F O R  N A T U R E

Penang’s Birdwatching Paradise
Story and photos by Tan Choo Eng
MNS Penang Branch Chairman

The Teluk Air Tawar – Penaga – 
Kuala Muda coastal mangroves 
of about 200 hectares, and 

its surrounding coastal mudflats of 
about 200 hectares to the west and 
extensive paddy fields to the east, is 
Penang state’s only Important Bird 
and Biodiversity Area (IBA).
 According to a news article 
in Sin Chew Jit Poh on 29th June 
2022, the Penang State Government 
announced its intentions to gazette 
this IBA as a protected mangrove 
forest, and intends to abandon its aim 
of clearing a substantial part of the 
mangroves for aquaculture. However, 

knowing that a significant portion of 
State land including mangroves was 
cleared for housing and aquaculture 
ponds before between 2000-2010’s, 
the MNS Penang Branch remains 
vigilant in its campaign against 
mangrove clearing.

 Besides being the chairman of 
MNS Penang Branch, I am also an 
appointed NGO City Councillor for 
Majlis Bandaraya Seberang Perai 
(MBSP).  Last September, I used 
my allocation to organise a three-
day conservation and awareness 
programme by the Branch at this 
IBA. Besides the Department of 

Black-faced Spoonbill 
with George Town in the 
background
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Environment’s Eco-Trail Migratory 
Birds of Penaga programme, the 
Branch also launched a mangrove 
nursery at Sungai Tembus operated 
by the Sungai Tembus Fishermen 
Association. MNS Wetlands officer 
Sonny Wong conducted a firefly 
survey and Kuching Branch vice-
chair Bastrisyia Teepol presented a 
talk in Malay on “Artificial High-tide 
Roost for Waders” for the planning 
department of MBSP. On the last day, 
Branch and its members accompanied 
MBSP staff and officers on boat trips 
for onsite identification, counting and 
monitoring of the waders. The event 
received extensive coverage in the 
local and national media as well as in 
online media.

 Again, on World Wildlife Day 
in March 2022, wader monitoring 
surveys at the Teluk Air Tawar 

Wader identification 
class 

Sonny Wong studying a firefly

coastal mudflats were conducted 
by Branch with MBSP staff and 
members of the Press resulting in 
wide media coverage. Then in June 
2022, the Penang State Exco Member 
for Environment & Welfare Phee 
Boon Poh organised a mangrove 
replanting programme with the 
assistance of the Sungai Tembus 
Fishermen Association to celebrate 
World Environment Day. The 
programme was fully supported by 
Micron Memory Malaysia Sdn Bhd, 
a local manufacturing company. The 
City Councillors of MBSP had hands-
on experience in planting mangrove 
saplings, and for most, it is their 
first visit to this IBA. The Branch 
also presented a talk on “Wader and 
Shorebirds of Seberang Perai.” 

MBSP City Councillors planting mangrove saplings

Kanda Kumar at the Penaga heronry 
site observing a waterbird nest

New species to site

 Branch member Dr Nur Munira 
added two new species to this IBA 
— the Northern Pintail in December 
2020 and the globally threatened 
Black-faced Spoonbill in December 
2021. Many MNS members rushed 
to this IBA to “tick-off”the Black-
faced Spoonbill. Together with MNS 
honorary member Kanda Kumar, we 
visited the heronry site at Penaga 
and confirmed the nesting of the 
Asian Openbill in the State. It was 
estimated up to 5,000 waterbirds use 
this heronry for roosting and nesting, 
including Egrets, Little Heron, Black-
crowned Night-herons, Purple- and 
Grey-herons. 

 This IBA remains the focal 
point of our Branch and Penang 
State for our yearly Asian Waterbird 

Census by Wetlands International. 
This year’s count includes those 
taken by boat, and a total figure of 
15,000 waders and waterbirds were 
counted in this IBA. This is more 
than previous years of 10,000 waders; 
however, the higher number could 
be due to a larger coverage using 
boat counts. The Branch continues 
to engage with state and federal 
governments, and also participates as 
a BirdLife member in the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway Partnership 
(EAAFP) with the intention of 
nominating this IBA as a flyway 
site. If and when this IBA is also 
accepted as a Ramsar site – it will 
be a completion of our conservation 
work. Until that day happens, our 
conservation work continues.

Contact Choo Eng if you can help 
with Penang Branch’s conservation 
work.

https://enviro2.doe.gov.my/emuseum/Kursusgallery/program-eco-trail-migratory-birds-of-penaga-di-teluk-air-tawar
https://enviro2.doe.gov.my/emuseum/Kursusgallery/program-eco-trail-migratory-birds-of-penaga-di-teluk-air-tawar
mailto:chooengtan@yahoo.com
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C O M P U T E R  R E C Y C L I N G
C O L L E C T I O N  C E N T R E

Penang Branch’s Nature Information 
Centre (NIC) is a  designated 
recycling collection centre for old 
computers and computer parts by the 
Penang City Council. Please send 
your unwanted computers and parts 
to the  NIC for recycling. Contact: 
013-4537992 (Kanda)

B R A N C H  C O M M I T T E E  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3C o N TA C T  U S
PENCINTA ALAM is a monthly newsletter 
made possible by dedicated volunteers and 
contributors from the Malaysian Nature So-
ciety. Accuracy is the contributor’s respon-
sibility. The Guest Editor reserves the right 
to edit for length and content.

MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY 
JKR 641, Jalan Kelantan
Bukit Persekutuan
50480 Kuala Lumpur
Mondays – Fridays 9am–5:30pm 
T: 03-2287 9422 E: mns@mns.org.my

For membership payments and other 
inquiries, contact Leong Wee Chin
mns.members.services@gmail.com

To renew memberships online
www.mns.my/join-us/

To find us online
Website: mns.my
Facebook: facebook.com/MalaysianNat-
ureSociety.Official/

To submit stories and photos, or contact 
the editors
tapir2005@gmail.com

Submit writing (max. 800 words), author 
and photographers’ names, and digital 
photos (200 dpi & can be larger than 1920 x 
1080 pixels) to the Guest Editor.

To advertise in Pencinta Alam
Classifieds RM5 per column inch; quarter 
page RM30; half page RM60.

Discount off published rate for number of 
ads paid in advance:

5% off (3 ads)
10% off (6 ads)
15% off (9 ads)
20% off (12 ads)

Please bank in payment to:
“Malaysian Nature Society Selangor 
Branch” Maybank Berhad Account No. 
014150307352. E-mail payment slip with 
your advertisement to tapir2005@gmail.
com and berniechin118@yahoo.com.

Deadline for all materials
15th of each month for the next month’s 
issue (e.g. 15th September for the October 
issue)

JOHOR BRANCH
facebook.com/MalaysianNatureSocietyJohor/
Chair: Abbott Chong Ching Hua 
abbott_chong@yahoo.com
Vice Chair: Dr Sivapragash Periannan  
sivadut@gmail.com
Secretary: Belinda Wong Mei Lang
belinda1955@hotmail.com
KEDAH BRANCH
110 Jalan Mawar 7
Taman Desa
05050 Alor Setar, Kedah
Chair: Lt. Kol Husamuddin bin Yaacob 
husaya@gmail.com
Vice Chair: Mohamad Yani Madewnus 
madew75@gmail.com
Secretary: Phang Fatt Khow 
fkphang@gmail.com
KELANTAN BRANCH
meklawa@gmail.com
203, Jln Sultan Yahya Petra
15150 Kota Bharu, Kelantan
Chair: Nazahatul Anis Amaludin 
anisamaludin@gmail.com
Vice Chair: Che Azman B Nawi
cheazman_Nawi@yahoo.com
Secretary: Wong Mei Lin 
meklawa@gmail.com
LANGKAWI BRANCH 
mnslangkawi@yahoogroups.com
Chair: Dato’ Alexander Issac
alex@tropicalcharters.com.my
Vice Chair: Aminuddin Mohammd
aminkuat@hotmail.com
Secretary: Daisy Jeyarani A/P Samuel
daisy_samuel_2005@yahoo.com
NEGERI SEMBILAN / MELAKA BRANCH
Chair: Vuthy Taing 
vuthy55@yahoo.com
Vice Chair: Lim Ming Hui 
limmel05@gmail.com
Secretary: Lee Learn Ping 
liping8@yahoo.com.sg

PAHANG BRANCH
mnspahang@gmail.com
Chair: Noor Jehan Bt Abu Bakar
versed_anggerik@yahoo.com
Vice Chair: Bong Sze Wai
helenbongsw@gmail.com
Secretary: Chow Mee Foong
chowmeefoong@gmail.com
PENANG BRANCH
Nature Information Centre (NIC) 
673-B Jalan Kebun Bunga, 10350 Penang 
mnspenang@yahoo.com
Tel: 013-4537992 
Open Mon-Sat, 7.30am-11.30am
(Call before visiting)
Chair: Tan Choo Eng
chooengtan@yahoo.com
Vice Chair: Mohd Abdul Muin B Md Akil
mamuin@gmail.com
Secretary: Beryl Nolan
nolanberyl@gmail.com
PERAK BRANCH
70 Jln Chan Chee Keong
Ipoh Garden South
31400 Ipoh, Perak
mnsperak@gmail.com
Chair: Leow Kon Fah 
leow_kingfisher@yahoo.com
Vice Chair: Zaharil Dzulkafly 
zaharil_tbp@hotmail.com
Secretary: Georgia Tham Yim Fong
georgi8tham@yahoo.com
SABAH BRANCH (KOTA KINABALU)
Chair: Anna Wong  
annawg888@gmail.com
Vice Chair: Jimmy Omar
jemyomar@gmail.com
Secretary: Lawrence Alan Anak Bansa
alanbez89@gmail.com
SABAH BRANCH (SANDAKAN)
Chair: Hatta B Yunus@Sawabi
hattasawabi@gmail.com
Vice Chair: Ooi Chin Hock
ooichinhock@gmail.com 
Secretary: Chong Ket Vui Dusun
dusun_chong@yahoo.com

SARAWAK BRANCH (KUCHING)
mnskuching@gmail.com
Chair: Rose Au Nyat Jun 
anyatjun@yahoo.com 
Vice Chair: Batrisyia Teepol 
batrisyiatpl@gmail.com
Secretary: Hilda Jelembai 
hildajelembai.hj@gmail.com
SARAWAK BRANCH (MIRI)
mnsmiri@yahoo.com
Blog: http://mnsmiri.blogspot.com 
Chair: Ernyza Endot  
ernyza_endot@yahoo.co.uk
Vice Chair: Musa Musbah
sammua@yahoo.com
Secretary: Achmed Azizie B Marzuki
achmedazizie@hotmail.com
SELANGOR BRANCH
facebook.com/mnsselangorbranch
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Chair: Pasupathy Jayaraj
pasu.jayaraj@mnsselangorbranch.org
Vice Chair: Wong Ee Lynn
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TERENGGANU BRANCH 
Chair: Wong Chee Ho
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