
PENCINTA ALAM
NEWSLETTER OF THE MALAYSIAN NATURE SOCIETY

Nature Guides: Raptor Watch
2023 Volunteer Registration
Greetings Interested Volunteers,

Raptor Watch (RW) 2023 falls on the dates 11th & 12th March 2023. It
will be in our usual event place in Tanjung Tuan (Cape Rachado), Melaka.
We will be doing interpretive walks and guiding guests through the
coastal forest remnants of the west coast of Peninsular Malaysia whilst
wishing the migratory birds on their Spring migration a safe journey to
reach their home country in the Northern Hemisphere and make many
baby birds. 

Briefing will be on:
Date: 25th February 2023 Saturday
Time: 8:30am - 12:00pm (followed by lunch).
Location: Tanjung Tuan, Melaka
Meeting point: Opposite entrance of Villea Port Dickson (formerly
known as PNB Ilham Resort)

Photo by Carlos_Kingfisher 
from Pexels: https://www.pexels.com/
photo/bird-flying-under-blue-sky-10843988/
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What is confirmed to be provided at this point of time (8/1/23):
1) Carpool suggestions for 25th Feb.
2) Lunch on 25th Feb.
3) Accommodation on 11th March for those who are staying back to volunteer on Sunday. Most likely Tanjung Biru Condominium again. Only for the
volunteers.
4) Snacks and drinking water during both event days.
5) Certificates (e-Cert or Physical is to be confirmed)
Updates will be sent periodically as they are confirmed via email and/or WhatsApp Group. This WhatsApp group is for communication purposes and will be
closed 2 weeks after the event date.

Tentative Schedule:
11/3 - Full day - SIG activities, birding, forest/beach walks, etc. 
12/3 - Half day - SIG activities, birding, forest/beach walks, etc. 

We are currently on a look out for 60 volunteers on Saturday and 30 for Sunday. It is preferably that the volunteers are MNS members. 

Non-members are also welcome to volunteer as well but they are required to pay a sum of RM30 per person to cover some costs and are not covered by
insurance. To complete your registration, please make payment to: 

Malaysian Nature Society Nature Guides
Maybank 514 150 441 764
Reference: RW2023

Any payment made is non-refundable but can be transferred to another non-member with prior notice by 20th February 2023 to organisers at
mns(dot)selangor(dot)ng(at)gmail(dot)com. MNS Members do not need to pay.

If you would like to join us as a member, please visit https://www.mns.my/join-us/ .

Please register each individual's details by noon, 20th February 2023 so that we will have some time to ensure certain logistics are in place. Registration will
automatically close by itself after it reaches a certain number.
Click on the following link to go to the registration form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2yyRdV53qUHj7vwJIYOmgYpJRA2AcoFbKKWauDPkYYPkbsg/viewform?usp=pp_url  

If you need more clarification, you can contact MNS Selangor Branch Nature Guides by this email: mns(dot)selangor(dot)ng(at)gmail(dot)com 02
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In our work as conservation advocates, it is too easy to only notice increasing
environmental degradation and injustice, as our brains are primed to pay
attention to potential threats and the challenges we are still facing. However,
celebrating small victories and evidence of progress can give us the motivation
we need to continue doing our part to protect the natural world. 

As primatologist and conservationist Dr Jane Goodall said: “I like to envision
the whole world as a jigsaw puzzle… If you look at the whole picture, it is
overwhelming and terrifying, but if you work on your little part of the jigsaw
and know that people all over the world are working on their little bits, that’s
what will give you hope.” 

Here are some of the best climate wins of 2022: 

1. Countries agreed to a loss and damage fund at COP27.
At COP27, wealthy countries agreed to pay reparations to poorer nations for
the damage caused by climate change. The most vulnerable countries in the
Global South are suffering disproportionately from climate impacts, while
industrialised nations bear historic responsibility. Previously, only Scotland
and Denmark had offered loss and damage funding. 

2. A number of species came back from the brink of extinction.
In Europe, wild mammals have been making a comeback – from brown bears
and grey wolves, to the release of wild bison in the UK after thousands of
years. Antarctica saw the return of fin whales, and a rare giant tortoise thought
extinct was spotted on the Galapagos Islands for the first time in over a
century. 
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THE BEST CLIMATE WINS OF 2022
GREEN LIVING

Compiled and edited by Wong Ee Lynn

3.The transition to renewable energy is speeding up.
Renewable energy has saved 230 million tonnes of CO2 emissions in 2022, and is
projected to become the biggest source of electricity by 2025. Jobs in renewable
energy overtook jobs in fossil fuels globally in 2022. The European Union increased
its solar energy capacity by 50% in 2022, and solar panels will be mandatory on
new EU buildings from 2030. China’s electric car market is growing faster than any
other and is showing no signs of slowing down. The International Energy Agency
now estimates that renewables will make up more than 90% of global electricity
capacity expansion between 2022 and 2027. 

4.People stopped fossil fuel projects around the world. 
In Ecuador, indigenous peoples achieved a temporary moratorium on oil and
mining after a general strike. Campaigners in Alaska and Norway successfully
stopped new oil fields. In South Africa, and in the Tiwi Islands and Queensland in
Australia, court cases led to a number of new fossil fuel projects being halted. A
community-led coalition in Los Angeles achieved a ban on all new oil and gas
drilling in the city.

5.There is new hope for the Amazon Rainforest.
Brazil elected its new president, Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva, who pledged to end
Amazon deforestation and promote indigenous rights. Under previous president
Jair Bolsonaro, deforestation had spiked to record levels due to expanding
agriculture, logging, and illegal mining. The Amazon Rainforest is one of the most
important carbon sinks on the planet. 



6. Indigenous land rights gained greater recognition. 
Around the world, ancestral land was returned to indigenous communities – from
New York and Virginia to Ecuador and Indonesia. In the USA and Canada, indigenous
communities received funding for land stewardship. A Kenyan court ruled that the
government must pay reparations to indigenous communities. The EU banned
products linked to violation of indigenous rights. 

7. The USA and Australia introduced major climate bills.
After the defeat of the pro-coal government, new political leaders in Australia are
taking more ambitious climate action. Australia is now aiming to run on 100%
renewable energy by 2030. In the USA, President Biden approved the Inflation
Reduction Act, the biggest climate investment in US history, which is projected to
reduce the country’s emissions by 40% this decade. US President Biden and China
President Xi Jinping also agreed to restart bilateral climate talks that had been
suspended earlier in the year over trade disputes.

8. More efforts to fight plastic pollution. 
In March 2022, 175 United Nations delegates agreed to negotiate a global treaty by
2024 that would curb the flow of plastics. The treaty would legally require countries
to clean up their plastic pollution, a framework that is stricter than the voluntary
emissions reductions countries made under the Paris Climate Agreement.
McDonalds introduced reusable tableware in France as part of a trial, as the
European Commission pushes for shops, restaurants, and other businesses to ditch
single-use packaging. The Los Angeles City Council adopted a law to make single-use
foodware available only by request for takeout and delivery, and similar legislation is
already making its way across the US in places like New York City and Denver,
Colorado. California passed a game-changing plastics law that aims to reduce the
amount of plastic in single-use products by a quarter over the next 10 years.
Restricting production, instead of improving recyclability, is a significant shift in how
governments tackle plastic pollution. Environmental advocacy group ClientEarth took
emergency legal action against petrochemical giant INEOS’ plastics factory in
Belgium, and in January 2023 took food giant Danone to court over their failure to
reduce plastic production and waste. 04

9.Over 190 countries (including Malaysia!) agreed to halt biodiversity loss by 2050.
At the COP15 Biodiversity Summit in Canada, governments signed a deal to halt
the destruction of Earth’s ecosystems, protect 30% of the Planet for nature by
2030, and restore degraded ecosystems. If implemented, the agreement could
mean major changes to farming, business supply chains, and the role of
indigenous communities in conservation.

10.More countries and universities introduced climate education.
In the USA, New Jersey and Connecticut became the first states to make climate
education mandatory. In the UK, new climate qualifications preparing students for
green jobs were introduced in Northern Ireland, as well as a Natural History GSCE
in England. After a sit-in protest by students, Barcelona University introduced a
mandatory climate crisis module for all of its students
 
(Sources and credits: 
1. S&P Global Market Intelligence (spglobal.com) 
2. Business Insider (businessinsider.com) 
3. Ocean Rebuild and Earthly Education, on Instagram and Facebook 
4. ClientEarth (clientearth.org)).



11 FACTS ABOUT ORCAS/
KILLER WHALES

 Killer Whales are not actually whales! They are the largest
member in the Dolphin family.
 Orcas were named Killer Whales by ancient sailors’
observation on groups of Orcas preying on larger whale
species, dubbing them Whale Killer. The name later switched
to Killer Whale.
 When sleeping, an Orca’s breathing is not automatic, unlike
humans who will still breathe while we are unconscious. So to
make sure they don’t suffocate and drown while sleeping,
Orcas will only allow one half of their brain to sleep at a time.
They sleep with only one eye closed, if the left eye is closed the
right brain will rest and vice versa, switching their resting brain
to give the other a break. When Orcas sleep, they swim slowly
and steadily, close to the surface.
 Orcas live with their family in a small group, called a pod
which will form with other pods to make one big group called a
clan.
 Each pod in a clan will speak their own dialect of the clan’s
language. While each clan will usually speak a completely
different language. Think of it as a few pods in the same clan
will each speak a different dialect of the Chinese language,
while between two clans it might be one speaking Chinese and
the other Bahasa Melayu (Orcas don’t speak Bahasa Melayu
though, but it would be cool if they did. They communicate
through pulsed calls and whistles.).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

05

ECO KIDS



6. Orcas have the second largest brain among marine mammals, second to  
    the sperm whale. An Orca's brain is at least 2.5 times larger than the 
    average of other animals. 
7. Orcas are the only known non-human that has evolved based on culture. 
    They stay in their pods led by older females, who model specific
    behaviors to the younger animals. Scientists found that a clan’s or pod’s 
    culture shapes how an Orca eats, what they do for fun, or even their   
    choice of mates. Each clan would have a different culture, from the way t
    hey eat to hunting techniques. 
8. Orcas are found in all oceans, and are the most widely distributed 
    mammal, other than humans and the brown rat. 
9. Orcas have no natural predators, and they are at 
    the top of the marine food chain.
10. Orcas can control their blood flow to their organs. This prevents them 
    from running out of oxygen when deep under the sea.
11. Orcas can swim very fast, and are among the fastest marine animals. 
    They can swim up to 57 kph.
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Photo by Pixabay: 
https://www.pexels.com/photo/
two-killer-whales-luring-on-lake-289324/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS



To register: https://forms.gle/fHoNG5dmcBATJtmX7 





11Fee: Members of MNS - from RM250 onwards. Non-members of MNS - from RM300 onwards.
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WANTED
VOLUNTEER EDITORS
FOR PENCINTA ALAM

The Pencinta Alam newsletter is edited on rotation by a group of volunteer
editors. We welcome new volunteers to join the team to keep the newsletter

running. Knowledge of PowerPoint and Canva are needed. Interested to help out?
Send an email to tapir2005@gmail.com

Thank you for your support.
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